
2203182 CANOPY ASSEMBLY The present invention relates to canopy assemblies
such as are commonly used at the edges of roofs of garages, service
stations and other commercial premises A typical assembly of known type
has, at its rear, brackets by which it is mounted to an upright surface of
a wall or the edge of a roof.   From the top of the bracket, a roof portion
projects forwardly.   From the outer edge of the roof portion, a canopy
member projects downwardly.    A reflector screen member may extend at an
angle from an outer region of the roof portion rearwardly and downwardly so
as to conceal the means by which the assembly is mounted.   It may also
conceal other elements, e.g. wiring and starters for lighting.    From time
to time it may be necessary to gain access to components within the
assembly, e.g. for adjustment, or to replace lighting elements. With known
assemblies this involves access from the front, with removal or
displacement of the canopy member.      This is not very satisfactory for a
variety of reasons.    For neatness of appearance, the canopy member will
probably be a unitary member running for the whole width of the roof, and
it is thus not easy to displace it.   Furthermore, there is a serious risk
that it will not be repositioned properly afterwards.      It is also
likely that the means allowing its displacement will be somewhat unsightly.
The present invention provides a canopy assembly which permits access from
above and/or below, preferably without disturbing the canopy member. 



2 According to the present invention we propose a canopy assembly for
attachment to an upright wall, the assembly comprising a rear support
assembly:   support means extending forwardly of said rear support
assembly;   a front face member supported by said support means;   and
horizontally extending wall means delimiting the vertical extent of the
canopy assembly;    wherein said horizontally extending wall means
comprises hinged panel portion displaceable to provide an opening for
affording access to the interior of the assembly. Suitably, the canopy
assembly has a hinged roof member and/or floor member which can be
displaced to allow access to the interior.    The assembly may include rear
bracket means defining a longitudinal channel in which a bead portion at
the rear of the roof member or floor member is hingedly received. There may
be an internal screen or wall member which is displaceable to facilitate
access.    Thus it may comprise a resilient sheet which can be flexed for
disengagement from a retaining formation.   Some embodiments of the
invention will now be described in greater detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which: Figure 1 is a vertical section through a
first embodiment of the invention, which is a canopy assembly with a
tensioned vinyl face, the section being through a support girder; Figure 2
is a rear elevation on a smaller scale of an end 



portion;   and Figure 3 is a view like Figure 1 of a second embodiment,
which is a canopy assembly with an assembly employing a rigid canopy
member.    3 In both embodiments, there are standard rear support girders
10 adjacent either end.    These are forwardly open channel extrusions with
support bar portions 11 extending vertically in the middles of the
channels.    There may be identical arrays at top and bottom.   The top
array of Figure 1 will now be described.   A hinge bracket 12 is an
extrusion extending the length of the assembly.    It has a channel portion
16 that engages over the top of the support girders 10. At the front, this
comprises a downwardly projecting limb of complex shape.   An arm 20
extends forwardly and upwardly so as to define a slightly narrow-mouthed
channel 2.   At the rear, the limb 18 provides a narrow-mouthed channel 24
open to the rear.   The lower limb portion that defines the bottom rim of
this channel extends downwardly and forwardly, terminating with a
horizontally extending flange 26 which defines the bottom of an elongate
slot 28, which is open forwardly. A respective support bracket 29 is
secured to a bar portion 11 within the channel of each support girder 10.
It is an upright rear portion 30 secured to the support 10.   An 



upper limb portion 32 extends forwardly. A lower limb portion 34 extends
forwardly and upwardly from a lower region of the upright portion 30.
Adjacent the upright portion 30 there is an upper projection 36 terminating
in a tang member 38 that engages in the narrow-mouthed channel 24. At the
front of the support bracket 29, there is a forwardly open channel portion
40, having a base portion 41 (which forms a box section by connecting the
main limb portions 32,34);   and parallel upper    4 and lower limbs 42,
each terminating in a tapered head 44 with a rearwardly facing abutment
face 46.   This channel portion 40 snap-engages with a front piece 64,
which has limbs 48 with heads 50 complementary to those of the channel
portion 40. There is a channel 51 in line with the slot 28 of the hinge
bracket so they can receive opposite edge portions of a sleeve plate (not
shown). The front piece 64 extends for the full length of the canopy
portion.    It has a front face 52 that curves downwardly and rearwardly.
Adjacent its bottom edge there is a rearward flange 53 defining a channel
54 for receiving the upper marginal portion of a reflector screen 55. The
screen 55 is a resiliently flexible sheet, e.g. of aluminium, having a
handgrip 56 adjacent its top edge.    (It may be symmetrical, with a lower
handgrip).          It extends between the two support brackets 29, being
slightly less wide than their spacing.   Thus, using the handgrip 56, it
can be 



flexed, disengaged from the channel 54, and moved rearwardly (e.g. pivoting
about its lower edge in a lower channel) to the position shown in phantom.
A pair of lighting support strips 58 are secured to respective brackets 29.
Each is curved similarly to the shape to which the screen is constrained
when in its forward position.    The strips 58 are then slightly in front
of the screen and overlap it to a small extent.   They bear retaining clips
60 for fluorescent tubes 62. A roof panel 66 extends for the full length of
the assembly.   It is a plate member with a shaped portion at its inner
margin.    This shaped portion provides a bead 68 that    5 engages
pivotally within the channel 22 of the hinge bracket 12.  At the front, the
roof panel 66 abuts the front piece 64. It may be releasably secured
thereto, e.g. by means of screws. The starter etc. for the tubes may be
mounted to the underside of the roof panel 66. In the embodiment shown in
Figure 1, the visible canopy facia is provided by a tensioned flexible
sheet 72, suitably of vinyl.   At the top this passes over the front piece
64. Its edge is turned back and sealed to form a channel containing a rod
76.   This is engaged by a tensioning assembly.   This employs  a screw
bolt 78 rotatably mounted on an arm 80 projecting above the upper limb 32
of the support bracket 14. 



A tensioning member 82 has a rear limb with an aperture threadedly engaged
with the bot 78, and a front limb 84 which engages a carrier member 86
which supports the rod 76 that holds the sheet 72.   The tensioning member
82 and carrier 86 can slide rearwardly, so that the tension of the sheet 72
can be varied by rotating the bolt 78.   Of course, when a canopy assembly
is first installed, the tension of the face should be set correctly.   But
in time it is likely to slacken.    It can then easily be adjusted by
opening the roof panel 66, and operating the bolts 78. In the embodiment
shown in Figure 3, most of the components are the same as in the first
embodiment, and are referred to my the same reference numerals. However,
the same visible canopy face is provided by a rigid panel 90, suitably of
acrylic sheet.   At the upper edge, this is gripped between bars 92.   They
are held by a front bracket 94 having a front    6 limb 96 that extends
downwardly and underneath the front bar 92.  The upper limb 98 extends
rearwardly over the front piece 100 to which it is retained, e.g. by screws
which hold the roof panel 66 closed. A canopy assembly according to either
embodiment may be symmetrical, with substantially identical arrays at top
and bottom.   Thus for maintenance (e.g. to replace a tube 62 or, in the
first embodiment, to adjust the tension of the  sheet 72) 



one opens a roof  (or floor) panel 66 and,  if  necessary, displaces the
screen 55.   The visible front of the assembly (provided by the sheet 72 or
panel 90) need not be disturbed.    7 CLAIMS: 1.      A canopy assembly for
attachment to an upright wall, the assembly comprising a rear support
assembly:    support means extending forwardly of said rear support
assembly;   a front face member supported by said support means;    and
horizontally extending wall means delimiting the vertical extent of the
canopy assembly;    wherein said horizontally extending  wall  means
comprises  hinged  panel  portion displaceable to provide an opening for
affording access to the interior of the assembly. 2.      A canopy assembly
according to claim 1 having upper and lower horizontally extending wall
means delimiting the vertical extent of the canopy assembly in upward and
downward directions respectively;      at  least  one  of  said  upper  and
lower horizontally extending wall means comprising a said hinged panel
portion. 3.      A canopy assembly according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein
the support means comprises upper and lower support bracket assemblies and
the canopy assembly further includes a reflector screen extending between
said upper and lower support bracket assemblies. 



4.      A canopy assembly according to claim 3, wherein the canopy assembly
further includes lighting means and support means therefor, whereby it is
supported forwardly of the reflector screen;    the reflector screen being
displaceable between a normal position in which it obstructs access to the
lighting means through said opening, and a retracted position    8 in which
it permits said access to the lighting means. 5.      A canopy assembly
according to claim 4 wherein the upper and lower support bracket assemblies
comprise portions defining,  respectively,  downwardly  and  upwardly
opening channels;    and said reflector screen comprises a resilient sheet
whose unrestrained height exceeds the spacing between said channels;
said sheet in the normal position of said screen being inwardly bowed and
having upper and lower marginal portions engaged in respective said
channels;    said sheet being bowable further to permit disengagement from
one channel whereafter the screen is pivotable about the other channel to
attains aid retracted position. 6.      A canopy assembly according to
claim 3,4 or 5 wherein the upper and lower support bracket assemblies each
comprise a respective laterally spaced pair of bracket members and a
respective transverse member extending between the bracket members of each
pair; said reflector screen extending between said transverse members. 



7.      A canopy assembly according to any preceding claim having a roof
panel and/or a floor panel which extends for the full length of the
assembly and including rear bracket means defining longitudinal, channel in
which a bead portion at the rear of the roof panel or floor panel is
hingedly received. 8.      A canopy assembly according to any preceding
claim wherein the rear support assembly comprises a laterally spaced pair
of upright support girders for attachment to an upright wall, and a
transverse member connecting end regions of the support girders;     said
transverse member having a front    9 channel portion;    said panel
portion having a rear bead formation hingedly received in said front
channel portion. 9.      A canopy assembly according to any preceding claim
wherein the front face member comprises a tensioned flexible sheet;    and
tensioning means therefor are mounted to the support means so as to be
accessible through said opening. 10.     A canopy assembly substantially as
herein described with reference to and as illustrated in the accompanying
drawings.    


