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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PLANNING AND TRACKING
CERTIFICATION Field of the Invention The present invention relates
generally to the field of user certification, and more particularly to meeting
the requirements for such certification using a 5 network of
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professional occupations have associated certification requirements.
Such requirements are usually specified by public or private institutions,
such as national, state or local governments on the public side and 10

various professional associatigngdeg¢hmeaigakidggdal, or accounting, etc)
on the private side. For example, state goyvernments promulgate

certificatioHC GBI S BRSNS, 18R GFEeH Aner cortification,
psyshathes pRistouiamerRtaihers ththeseiRiotassionalsimust maatandnital
set of requirements to be licensed or certified to practice in their state,
arkF HGEE BhEHSHOBPEB!SthTORME Weication 15 requirements, such as
additional course work, in order to stay certified. Once a professional,
such as a teacher, is requifié48" e4tIdr/r e {bterEftication requirements

in a statea ihigwii theogtefRssinnakigatdeiemaine.whalaraauirements
have heen met, what requirements are still needed to be met, and how to

RS SEER TR iR e FRE Y ETF SR I BSTEHA ARRSAEP L SRR R RiDgte
repdtiadidhe tearhenagess, edaentiftycuhaheconisessale eiferad:byiwhichy
institutions, and must keep track on her own_of when those courses are

COMpREROSHRARAL B3SATHIY By dfebnaTfiftcn e gl s Ry se WIS R &t the
iNYERtiRN B0 wdesaMeR, e et Risiassionaliarthas comAbaion

consolidates difficult-to-find information regarding teaching certification

A EIERHIS SRB L ASHERTRYEIRS fOEDShATSPstsReh TR e aRe s others.

proyidespfessmation aoscartiicationim eachrstaiarapd glvesiaecessailor
forms, recommended reading and course work, and contact information

foPTHEIE HFARTABHES BF BatSitis B &3t et MeskorBligiagadycation
prevides:iafasmatiandacartiingd sacbersimoMipgfan ene-siatetp

another state regarding certification requirements in that state. -1 There

have be&iSe dari BiTiraak ueh 8sAdrrRlCRIs CaHIsthip kABHIRIgR Bf

certification requirements in a state, it is up to the professional to determine what
requirements have been met, what requirements are stiil needed to be met, and
how to fulfill such requirements. For example, if additional course work is
required, the teacher needs to identify what courses are offered by which
institutions, and must keep track on her own of when those courses are completed.
Sylvan Learning Systems, Inc., the assignee of the present invention,
provides a web site at ProfessionalTeacher.com that consolidates difficult-to-find
information regarding teaching certification and re-certification requirements for
all 50 states. The web site provides information on certification int each state and
gives necessary forms, recormmended reading and course work, and contact
information for the departments of education of each state. The web site also
provides information to certified teachers moving from one state to another state

regarding certification requirements in that state,
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students and professionals. For example, U.S. Patent No. 5,590,057 to
Fletcher et al. describes a system and method for training individuals in a
specific task and then certifying that the individual knows how to perform
the task. One of the draw backs of the disclosed system is that if the
individual [%#st e certified in mor%than one task, the system does not

keep trSck B UTERIESTSGIARRISATEThAT HBRIS 3 Corbitte Fiyvisree of
stidclividmal pkd SsPaieint Na. 4881504, %0 Ricatetal SOBRLUPRSoF letcher et al.

computerized training management system that allows managers to
AeSaUeToR X USTATY LA HAEBRSe ES R hriESAaR e
cetiiSirRatentidanéi ot B808da-Halkngsyerdnd %ﬁ@ﬂeﬁs ﬁ@amﬁ@l@rﬁe&cks of

employee certification and training, system and method for employees
GRS IOUE M RE Ao et A T G o e sy ek
thaspaeihesavpleypeargiialifieationt fehuaesssintions, RRd thaRiBGnpleted by

pona erigls fo determine if an employee is qualified for a job. Neither of the
e INGRIYYE the '504 patent and the '808 patent, however, track user

certificatipaidRONireNTERYS thab Ridedivit urkpreassienapurighineadfat
are not training Et(gate , such as, for example, background checks or

MapSeEOCRE SIS Atk A PR ILanags s S HEY G brdir o iRIdbrdRgbase,
corgilpddye e eeappaiubl SURRBRCMNONG. 86158 k2deBusmasier#lAlescribes

describes ?il system and method that correlate educational requirements

2 COMRYERAS i SSFSCRb BN GRimig L alsaharddngbatkiasaaployees

thaptegsitbabmeshit.educaionaheEeMARITHO #RIBBYIPMMNAWRYALS
the system does not keep track of student completion of certification

emPé‘Eﬁﬁ%é%H AfRtR SleitERligRfs Al WRBin P IHb IR ARerayatehn
emphy doethodiihal apw)aenifiratioprpiRnRineaNsriracking prearand tawvang

certification goals. Summary of the Invention One aspect of the present
P T BroVifSs SeE FErEr alleR Sempasyeata det 5t Iptavidig Rrodessional
midFAGKRDESHHCAIORFARNERING. RRARS! halSrRNARIRR 0AS BIIPREES or

certification goals based on a user profile and an authority profile
formsHeihet WiA taskiEatoredham sHEMt RFRre AT HE A ShrpRplexpRhsive
corl@aiSer selection of one or more of the generated certification goals for

creating a certification ﬂgtn' and a tracker that updates the certification

platireré &SR Pind ﬂ%@r&ﬁ@ﬁ%%ﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁmﬁ%fbﬁé‘[em and method

that correlate educational requirements with learning activities in schools, allowing a
teacher to create lesson plans that meet the educational requirements. In this system,
however, the system does not keep track of student completion of certification
requirements.

Therefore, there exists a need for an automated system and method that allow
certification planning and tracking progress toward certification goals.

Summary of the Invention

One aspect of the present invention provides a system accessible by a user for
planning and tracking certification, comprising: planner that generates one or more
certification goals based on a user profile and an authority profile associated with a
certification authority, wherein the planner is responsive to user selection of one or
more of the generated certification goals for creating a certification plan; and a tracker
that updates the certification plan in response to input regarding achievement of the one

or more selected certification goals.



or more selected certification goals. -2 Further features and advantages of
the invention, as well as the structure and operation of various
embodiments of the invention, are described in detail below with
reference to the accompanying drawings. Brief Description of the

Dralwllg[ S 'gh%)fore%%n ang other.features and advantages of the

inven or?rmfluéesappare}/\ ?f%gnﬁstﬁg (ﬁl%}v‘\’/?ﬁlgl,o rrrligrse“f)eallrt?cu rsgél&?fﬁt%lﬁi

operit@iprdfesratheenfindimentsadf the imwenton aas disstitaédhiddad below with
[ erein like reference numbers generally

refefonie 10 %gayén od rg V¥1I nl%S %hwm S g
In |catte iden |cz§ﬁ finctiona y s#n'llar, and/or structurally similar elements.
The left most digits inRhefd¢sespondintkefBremgagsumber indicate the

SR 0 SRS s RS RS, ine Bk e
appastiifiratiothpfollessnf therpiesdohlimvénian!ibiaf2 prefamplabodiment of
e i LR AR ST & R SR CHE RS 3
nundiepicisaratydndidary iteutichlafufetiatsikgsinglandnbngthetusaly similar
er o R L D16 AR TR 2 APPSR e
drawagein Mictbas corexarfiplanypdans Registration page; FIG. 7 an _

XL oy (e Fae IS B anserolyy lowehar o oo
aspédS of thislsnoibeifRxamptragddser ihtasraativinkaitopage; FIG. 11is an

O e e oo
FIGCefdigatiam P lanneiqrage skl Gorliidaram axesapiias i Cpetifieatiandvankar;

PGS S ehrets an exemmplary Yiow Chart 107 hocesng and oiing e wsby 2
certification system of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary System Access page;

FIG. 5 1s the template of an exemplary User Home page;

FI1G. 6 is an exemplary User Registration page;

FIG. 7 an exemplary New User Page;

FIG. 8 is an exemplary flowchart for creating a user ertification plan;
F1G. 9 is an exemplary User Information Entry page;

FIG. 10 is another exemplary User Information Entry page;

FIG. 11 is an exemplary Certification Requirement Summary page;
FIG. 12 is an exemplary Certification Credit Entry page;

FIG. 13 is an exemplary Certification Planner page;

FIG. 14 is an exemplary Certification Tracker Page;

FI1G. 15 is an exemplary Certification Resource Registration page;
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FIG. 16 is an exemplary an exemplary User Home page; and FIG. 17 is
an exemplary Grant Search page. Detailed Description of an Exemplary
Embodiment of the Present Invention A preferred embodiment of the
invention is discussed in detail below. 5 While specific exemplary
embodimepts gre disclisagth ! shewhbryndesemom dalsdhin done for
illustration purposes only.”A person skilled in the relevant art will
recognizBIthat othen cyempasnfs dHP edihdiRgtions can be used without
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention. The invention is
directed to a computer-based online system. A user 10 seekin

g .
certifietilzd DarcaipeiessdfierdBreanbselaveedintorior dbe ungyaddrention
capable gf connecting (o anehuor Lplanning.and Kaekinaaceriizasan

requiremer?trs. YA one exemplary embodiment, the data and services are
proxidledpéific energrl amprenderdisren(s LeE chsvasatatichp HeVsgadersipfothat
one or more databases als g 19 Anehvari AN AN DRyant art will
ek, g&?ﬁr@ﬁéﬁ“ﬁ%ﬁéﬁ%&%ﬁ%@v@ 'rowggr application, such as .
Miesogaft Eplaréieor Mepsrapts NaligatkeFtenhetadcinseh o BN aTss S
be.implemented using Intranets systems for user certification in any
g%ﬁgﬁ%mﬁtoarnﬁ%ﬁ-g gv%ﬁr%ﬁéﬁ%?%%%ncies as well as public or private
institutioMbe The:fiemplngdletuwoncodResetringtoRi® systmexdmifiary
embodiment.af a.system that ady | ents. the.yarous
R oL £ e da v R At
impieiientEcoonertmgommencatiolrEanoikghad prokidaswireerbpn
wireless links tq user devices (client devices edignt;deviceshdided
céﬁqﬂg‘gﬂfp&mpﬁﬁﬁge Hekeé ; selﬂ%rhoagﬁa&pﬁégggzgg pcompute}, etc. T?ne 25
presantiavention carvesd dhe standbsthtioterhetipgmioces foprkovarats
devices 12 that connect to one or more seryers ' &S§ 1OMaQHS
tﬂ@&%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁggﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ&% S?Hg%fé‘ IS %?Ig%%‘%@ﬁ%%rﬁonnéected
(pwblicander appivata)netubrks Miatee iRk toyathtinre Séogator. The

standard protacols to form a. glabal, distribute
n6?@@%5%%85Wﬁﬁ%ﬁ&%&?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&n rgl%%w%hggi%%ggiﬂeigeﬁ%%ses .
a glieificaabeh o putingmadel, dheopresentuimmatiageneinssis ovbe as public

implemented using any other suitable computing models,
0F1)’ prrpvateemsumtigns. y P 9

The Exemplarv Network

Referring to FIG. 1, an exemplary embodiment of a system that
advantageously implements the various aspects of the present invention is shown.
The exemplary system is implemented over a communication network that
provides wired or wireless links to user devices (client devices) 12. The client
devices 12 can be any computing device , such as a personal computer, etc. The |
present invention can use the stz‘zndard Internet protocols for the various devices
12 that connect to one or more servers 10 with access to various types of
databases 24. The Internet 16 is a collection of interconnected (public and/or
private) networks that are linked together by a set of standard protocols to form a
global, distributed network. It should be noted that although the exemplary
embodiment described herein uses a client-server computing model, the present

invention can also be implemented using any other suitable computing models,

4



h

10

20

o]
Ln

30

s C%%E?{HIZS S-ert\%(é%i%

-4 such as a central station or a computer mainframe connected to various
types of terminals. Under the present invention, client devices 12 can be
any device that is used by anyone seeking user certification information
and goal tracking, including 5 a teacher, a nurse, an engineer, and a

PSYGAPINYISL GG Rles of wired deyicgs nclude.personal computers
mobile comptIJters,gtr%glt‘ggt)(():)ro§f<gff”évY rksliations, etc., gv%ic%%%)e\rf%fleoﬁsnpagres of
anigxmorikdsation operating system, e.g., Windows or Mac OS operating

oo, EARRlen ALihe WisiEss daviGeR ndluds parsenal, JRURL g s
assistant s) that operate undér an appropriately conflgarre operating
10usysdteymrsiook sseEamu®ScortiimtowsOBEnThededigos] ttdhgdmatuding
visugl display for providing a visual interface with a user. However, th
L L T e e S
incledicay awdlid apet svicé odapmiws. imamjeathep foers, cordeiviadle by sagons,
skiel{ed ,\;Vrhitce aré. TQte’m sgrver 10 &(ﬂr@a@ugiga@?&sﬁ\{v@;h tS e devLce Zdthrough
thé frtermet 16 8EEan ?ﬁroﬁ'g Retwork Ia}f/er interraces 1951 1< f'BES ©
notéet B8t dher nietwerkased Hxaogrineofidre witte ki (reisentioveltioscani
use any one of - Or.proprietary- network standards, such as TCP/IP .
AT S Tk e e e S
canaech asednys iteinn ©8vor fnd weseCHevite d2videxamhplemof sudbual
adapters include, Ethernet, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, etc. 20 As shown jn FIG. 1,
TS e RO s S R ren e

the sys e invention'inc ue
bemarmgblt oéntralhywor ¢catm gistfimtetbmarner fdive ideliatiagesdichial
are accessible by the servers 10, store various information related to user
ARt b P QLS R RS AR BRI BARF Bk for
each uséflia saccardarncenmithiteeprestnhinisntion Datababeh4mayet 16

protesSionar ficen g%%gﬁ?f%e‘i%%é%? 0?5@%@%%5@%}?&%%{;%%%%%“ in
typennépiofesiiotal pegeiienenitotodae meaitpratt Fupexabieoprietary-
Saghest SRR RUplon XU, Saa i o phan
certititatiandditensing berusadincemmasychuiherapizisv @@ aceaisatatser 12,
N o e UM L s o e
As shown in FIG. 1, the system of the invention includes one or more
databases 24 that can be managed centrally or in a distributed manner, The
databases, which are accessible by the servers 10, store various information
related to user certification and/or licensing requirements and individual goal data
for each user in accordance with the present invention. Database 24 may contain
‘user certification requirements for every state, and/or professional licensing
requirements for every state depending upon the type of professional requirements
to be monitored. For example, database 24 may contain certification requirement
data in order to obtain at least one of a teaching certification/re-certification,
nursing certification, certification/licensing for engineers, psychotherapists,
accountants or other professionals. The user certification requirement data
includes at least one of certification requirements, re-certification requirements,

requirements for transferring certification from one state {province or other
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includes at least one of certification requirements, re-certification
requirements, requirements for transferring certification from one state
(province or other -5 government entity) to another state (province or other
government entity), certification forms and contact information for a

gQYELAREnt SRty retifisationtdenadmnent of s Biatesiehoventbetitgrr

dévices 12 may include a personal computer, handheld commun;e%%tion

devitéisatpaigrawh spUevices BHRHBRISR SPESMIUTHERTRG LY FhEcaion

database through the neiworkcARdS dgiews ) thenlnterdietia 6 isadistributed
network that supports the World Wide Web ("Web;% The Web ref s%)IF
- iaegx}:a e

genenaigtohenah ¢yl S UTITRHABEOR GRS NG Y A ERer
hyc%%{}@’%u%gﬁﬂm\%%Mﬁ%l&’ﬁ&gﬁ%é&&&%‘ﬁb documents or Web
pages) t

at areaccessible via the Internet, and (ii) 10 the user and server

software Ainponems WHRRPrO e asbrtabesad 1o sek T CHRRORS e
“W&%ﬁ@?&r%% Igternet prafeeolsfnrantly thapusmry) standasdted

protocol for allowing applications to locate and acquire Web documents is
HEdlRctandothie Wbl escirei el do Ratsg HPRIM SRS RET ZRtER o4
langy i i ligalion RERIQEAIR SUGRAmIRak, and (ii
sppgggﬁ?eagegy%%g%g I\?\%/Aag tigég’?ia%gﬁl\%?-{d%%ned markup language simailllar(ilo)
theaHERLEtapdarcs eledre samportavnehisl Ry THE WA BSER Y Riso
includes a scriptin lmi SCrRbrOM IS 1o iniEae feindard
W B e e e ek 2ncomanes e
mprkiapoldhy aBuesigragnteat por oot Rt/ AfRLRTAY B dRssRTisInde b

.(Ogni{i] %%(ng} degogrlégﬂ\éltgﬂéa/ %lmg( AR HITd Radkh RESSeRE used
mvenﬁon can Bigo operate on internal networks (Intranets) and networks
utitizibrg witfelcsnargomaTioniertosojsottors. (rHesmegdise totidis t%i‘t%l‘lﬁ/an
\lj\}%grgt&rﬁﬁgx 1%1%8W&?ﬂiﬁgé@iﬂﬂ&%é@ﬁmﬁm%a@eIa;@areau@@. A

eb’ Site’isa compuPer system that serves informational content over_25
thinreeteorddaging HeeVéidh dand b ebeoiachidne a Femef Pgdegyage similar to

Zﬁg{’%@%ié%s%’/tyh%% %ié@ mc]?gégsfgpwlglgocﬁl@ﬁ?sr_ticular Internet domain name

Inc content associated with a particular organization. As
used herhe tirentefiéels’ guhEvéosditEdadiel’ sneemprisdHUIR HRThe
h%zrzg\évu%{g%g%nﬂygg%ssp%r eprrotocois which may be used in place of (or in addition

to) HTML, WML, XML, WAP and HTTP. The present invention can also
operate on internal networks (Intranets) and networks utilizing different
communication protocols. The Intranet model is typically used internally by
companies to allow access to company information.

A Web Site is a computer system that serves informational content over
the network using the standard protocols of the World Wide Web. Typically, a
Web site corresponds to a particular Internet domain name and includes the
content associated with a particular organization. As used herein, the term is
generally intended to encompass both (f) the hardware/software server
components that serve the informational content over the network, and (ii) the
"hackend” hardware/software components, including any non-standard or

specialized components, that interact with the server components to perform

services for Web site users.
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components that serve the informational content over the network, and (ii)
the 30 "backend" hardware/software components, including any
non-standard or specialized components, that interact with the server
components to perform services for Web site users. -6 The present
invention $yBROKLs ALINAIRGNENER S, ERRS1E RIBUAESHSEL: provides
certification requirement data for each state. It is through the interactive
welsssitsihatshenprssersisvbAtiorfuarrtesiaiplefhisritatugh phevideractive web
sulabig eacrliannisadiicalon [ A AREIRTENALAL o cuitable
non-governm gency or 5 public or private institution When’a
prdféshmhmeuQélrﬂlﬁgﬁlmquh@nsfi@q\rm@cdmm@a@mpemﬁél@dcy or
ce tHb‘i%&“S’P &%‘Eh?ﬁﬁ%d %é”f%rmé‘%e%sf&c? 0‘1'19% 0 Hteesrf'%“’th &she can
web site ac |ng {0 the invention. The oa anis refated to the

ce mﬁmmpere@]t&ﬂi’mmﬁslﬁmaqnam& haalast}aﬁeecﬂ' d&emfmfmsﬂmn ptaiséedan the
el e oI Bl e eI eIy U R et ot
interactive software 10 acco the Tvention. The &ite R156 prgwdg%
ontitréi Sowises apd clistatsder kepammglefasstes thiat prees conrbeswrarkn then
reqEmRSBIRNrUAnAlbouan, e BIEeed mbodinent ol .
present invent Bn IS |mpl%mente ove asetrcont iguration,
weglehbraportc atedntiat. thidip me@aisormemtdm oahnalsouesinngl éivanted

der a configuration th tdoes not re uire access ]éi
R?;l\ther eriln e%{} i etS\(/)eugSnetWep ssmna?se%?qng gedtﬁ‘ocatl ﬂ%t%uc?h

thélecpmfmtei nahvdmlmayﬁﬁmpgismymtmabtemmplmheba%ﬁ/mteIﬁz&@e
erv Cer |f|ca1;|on Planni ste is a b ck diagram that
|IIu§1tSr%1 es %Ir} ove%\C}l%vl\;[ 0 anll%rebxe ?f/atgm (g)%dﬁﬁ? 8%%%?%%08’? f%@o be
prespiﬁm&nmirmmdeﬂa@@ﬁﬁmmmtgwi@ﬁ ptamqmg-sysbemﬁ@ﬂ cab-bie.
?] eo&notgraoc ?Ogrbmorée s&r\e/er% (S) or a,centr ral statl n. The S%)élﬁm
2 as’a planning &uine 58 fd A TrAC ngs?‘ﬁ e &° Caf)oé{
uswmqmta‘mmﬁwndeqmwe}memgh eap hetstdredinwstebasai aredatabases
208. In addition, fobev% [ redfus the s stem 02 creates and
stores a personalizetrtuse t : S 202 has an
interface IR Iagaﬂﬂmktdvmgkaﬂimmnhsaata‘omenam@lw ovehtheinpeinet
ora 8Ihertsu ble networgjhA user 216 cann accﬁlss theﬁ%é/stem 20
through a ggrﬁ)pu S I RRE R R RS REBi ention. The certification goa

planning system 202 can be implemented on one or more servers 10 or a central

station. The system 202 has a planning module 204 and a tracking module 206.
Data about user certification requirements can be stored in one or more databases
208. In addition, for every registered user, the system 202 creates and stores a
personalized user certification plan 210. The system 202 has an interface 212 to a
network 214, such as, for example, over the Internet or any other suitable network.
A user 216 can access the system 202 through a computer 12, which has its own
interface 218 with the network 214. In an exemplary embodiment, the user 216
uses a browser application on the computer 12 to interact with the system 202.
User certification as herein defined means confirmation or attestation by a
certification authority that a person meets governing standards or requirements in
a user’s field of endeavor. Examples of user certification include but are not

limited to certification, re-certification, licensing, re-licensing in such fields of
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interface 218 with the network 214. In an exemplary embodiment, the user
216 uses a browser application on the computer 12 to interact with the
system 202. User certification as herein defined means confirmation or
attestation by a 30 certification authority that a person meets governing
standards or requirements in, a User's field of endeavar;sxamples:of user
B | ‘%ﬁ%oﬁlufnaegemﬁlétﬂﬁ}ﬁtggﬁd”ceﬁifi?:ation, rtlané-;egr%?icétion, o
licgnsiptsrerlieentingin subhriislisbids Teirtdavoiaseatodast, FAepRaR!
engineering, legal, accountin Qrts, e Eaé%?éﬁin?é cartification
RN B E %8@?}%‘% %,f%gl&%‘[ﬁslggga, municipal Igl]overnments,
Pyblisenprvaieatfcals astiveflas govengméeml or non- governmental
agencies or institutions, among others. 5 ing fication Planning
System FIG. 3 is a ffow oA ﬂ%% {é embodiment for
accessing@nyiysifgihaaydieniobthecprasentimlentionbydbasraigser,
such as a professional (e.qg., teacher, nurse, enginee ggqﬂ@nstuaﬁg 4
a%gggm@%ﬁbeo%gﬁ%%wﬁﬁﬁéﬁ%e% é%VfB °a S%réﬂtgems Actess
PRSRSHIRRM AT SBOWANCE | Gurd neay il Behencisplaiyet clheaSyestemicessan
page allows a user to access the system of the invention th il‘r Wgtgn
SRe BroERHIBY 8 SR e A OB G Sorthears v

re ange certification plans. It

she Bt@{;h%@@.tepwgyam rathatdbeqcatssda thersysternseththey ivantidhe
may also be through a suitabl

: e non-yweb based tem acces
TS CRCHE L A R LR E S - s ieyied Hiiee
O ABrtHoug anotheswela bitaoctad; auane, ot thachirgsderticatism of

links may be set up in various partner organizations, such as ti
EdadateRIRadBAteA PR SR A sEd s ?@%"t}é&w& s

certificatiop plans fromdhat eroapizadtenisitieb &itetThes Syptemedebess or

page includes a log-in section for registered ysers to..20 log.in,

e AR B oo TGN T e e S I e ey be e
AGEHRLNANE B AREY: MasAEResS Py opginke iNtithel Sdteat ol sisg kit on,
page, registered users can enter log-in.information, 9., ysername and .
pE@ &b G2 CERERSEATEH L BERE GRE cgtbcgépga?ﬁ%rma ion 1s-entered,

adatesmination is made as to whether the user is registered or not, as

shown in step 304 of FIG. 3. If ) ) ‘
The System Access page includes a log-n section for registered users to

log in. The System Access page also allows unregistered users to create a user
account, which they may access by logging in to the system. Using this page,
registered users can enter log-in information, €.g., user name and password, to
access their account. Once a user's information is entered, a determination 18
made as to whether the user is registered or not, as shown in step 304 of FIG. 3. If
a registered user logs in, the system displays the user’s home page, as shown in
step 308. FIG. 5 shows the template for a typical User Home page, which
provides various links for managing user certification according to the present
invention. The User Home page may be configured to display suitable
customized messages based on retrieved user profile Information and a
certification authority profile information. For example, if the user is a teacher
wishing to %értify or maintain state certification in, the displayed messages may be

tailored based the related information solicited from the user and the state’s

8-



25 a registered user logs in, the system displays the user's home page, as
shown in step 308. FIG. 5 shows the template for a typical User Home

page, which provides various links for managing user certification

according to the present invention. The User Home page may be
configiifiedt iordisplaseiiable icsisiomized MessrR008RARRG QNIBHIERS ming
user profile. Information and a 30 certification authority profile information.  ~
For 8& ?ﬁ&?@ﬁ%@&f?& f€ JiSHRARSLRISRISEPES “LEHIRSBF maintain state

certificatiqn iia: tagiclisielayhe WpassagssayBeetailered Pasad the relatgd

information solicited from the user and the state's -8 certification

reqUEAENTED ATSB ASPAHS Ay aFRc b pagusrdghrdnig ipeagisigion

5 cerfifigatiomdeadingsy suinbermation pidntelastio e usesi N0t er

10

15

20

30

registered, the user is prompted to register and create an account. The
USETEHI RISRIBAR UnigLic HREF HEA SRR h X SWBIHBURh GRS gideeitiorenter

5 pravesdsiovIniRsiem Q8 kG ot Fife MaloWLAR SXGIIRIANURES aiso

Registration page. The registration process, at a minimum, requires a user

to EHEFeHTYREFHOsTEe dLdrioRAldnsPraNaHEBWIIE: FHeainiialdsesstrinen
pragessemavRlsQRBasre e skt orsmieraddiionatinfrmation, sieh e,

name, address, phone number, e-mail address, credit card information,

et CrRNEY TG R FARBID A Pt a1 HS B HEsPA 0958 hiscomitgTaenhbzaddrome
Capadse IaRGCOsTinAl R AR SeRAliZed NN D3gs: Hring.the g/galed

account, the user can create, plan and track progress toward certification
ORI HHILEEHAHEE FeHstHRASFEEmC YRS, DERSeREm Ventinsy All user-

infemadionrissnifabiv storadingdaia Dase inco ﬁ%&@&?ﬁ&%ﬁ%@?@ﬁ&&@ Hhat

store user profile information. 15 A newly registered user'can use the
sySImUSFIREQAlRIBAT ®reating a personalized user certification plan,

as shownninsiap 3L ek @sé-c-'ﬂi"ﬁs‘arﬁ%ﬁtgﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%ﬁ&tﬁfc%%mlg a

User page, which enables the user to create his/her personalize

ceRFFRORABA aRcTestizcskion  1an. exehopiany New U derifdge 3 whichpiocess

theiieitiatiome-paps ks pwilhouk acsitification plar, ThisR3ee20

describes the steps necessary]?or planning and tracEmg cert“ﬁlcatlon

gdsrsonalinsdiser tHicaopPlan cRdating e usecxermpleay dfepidiser page,

;ew@ggiﬁ Sf‘g@;;fdi%ﬁ‘” iemeptzdanrerificationnelesing Gerificalion90aliy.
'géi‘scribes the steps necessary for planning and tracking certification goals,
including the steps for creating the user certification plan, reviewing the
requirements for certification, selecting certification goals, e.g., course and
classes, that would fulfill the certification plan. A “Go Create My Plan” link on
the New User page allows the user to create a certification plan.

Once the plan is created, the user can access the plan from the user’s
home page. Using the user’s home page, the certification can be tracked,
modified, updated, as shown in step 312. As described later, the home page also
allows for registering for certification resources on-line.

Creating User Certification Plan

FIG. 8 shows an exemplary flowchart for creating a certification plan for a
certification authority. In step 802, the system prompts the log in for system

access system. In step 804, the system solicits a set of relevant user information

-9-
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classes, that would fulfill the certification plan. A "Go Create My Plan" link
on the New User page allows the user to create a certification plan. 25
Once the plan is created, the user can access the plan from the user's
home page. Using the user's home page, the certification can be tracked,

mpdified, . upaated: A%, shOWBIR SIBRAPRrASRaCHRS e ARIHhE HoMeudes

page also allows for registering for cettification resources on-line.

ChetimgoUaitebitfibetitnirad s o liors 0B SHERR kT SxetpIEYS TieikRrrEoer
foéfcggﬁg%‘% é!xb{tiéﬁ‘éﬁﬁlétfﬂ%'ﬁ@@&ﬁeﬁ%ﬂ! icaliRmauthoniyatle:step 802t

system prompts the log in for system access system. In step 804, the

systeniseirsialesctnst edleydpiaise FRITBHABIRAICARST SfEktiiging 1 @ state,
certificatio . -Solicedatsgrbiarnationsinchadas: Rypdsonot
Iir%{)lfee&(%}%ﬁez%geg'regl%gg%%ta%tion aufhorit;a/, e.g?ﬁe tshe states, n%ﬁmber

ofigears ciréfipetiencaihtive tidificaras &6, LdaHERIc information, e.g.,
degrees. carpe pegalise,Aad e deiplanFor o eacier

certification in a state, o for example, the system solicits information about
yéafscamtivteantiendgpe ofomeuivad g shedfier Ay ther tsarddicnState

of intereSt's%aeﬁ?gc%ﬁ(}r??eqﬁﬁ'éliﬂéﬂ{m{ﬂg frsatilenthe sysiamreiaydsn in

arqefﬁ%nr%%tlon contained in a corresponding certification authority profile
anckpd @@Granivi & e Mifivation teparéfirere SPANE ARG RY i %%%ﬁ' eaiigh,
ot st Iﬂl% Q.31eps 300300808, Basadiandhe comibeatar.
requirements of the certification _autﬁorlty, the system of the invention
generates cetificatiionagehompoers A mEE00R RIS RS FFS that
One. o1 mote REIS,0r exale Jal.earyre skil el ebandamer sbar
e?é?ﬁf) e, a simple certification goal may require completing three hours
ofeduratinralanpditinf hsystemsai§odistisset itrdtthEheTyficatisliYoals
with certification resources n SAr i 90als. LeL X3 Hes
th%sﬁﬁ?éaeteﬁgllﬁsc %ﬁe&%&%ﬁ&ﬁéﬁgﬁgﬁgﬁgﬁg{?&%ﬁ% toa tcﬂlo:arsrg{in a v

paKtquoalss Foject anepidinbeaivookowstehirdy catipaborrstid Ay fFOERSRATGIY 2

program.etc. The Serificion Lesaure 83 Al eI RRIREEFIE 1261458 an

who r%aay ?e%elve, ortfcier,J or registeT for the resourcés online. 20 If

necdisarygthe cartiftatiomtiG culirenmerersaagrbsharipreacatast i Higgiser, who
may receive, order, or register for the resources online.

If necessary, the certification requirements may be refined or otherwise
customized based on other parameters, such as Needs Assessment information or
Certification Credit information. Needs Assessment information relates to
strength, weakness or preferences of the user. Generally, such information can be
obtained either objectively or subjectively, for example, by test, examination,
observation, or evaluation. Based on Needs Assessment information, the
certification requirements may be adjusted in determining certification goals, if
required by the certification authority. For example, the user may be required to
meet certain goals, if Needs Assessment information indicates weakness in the
field of endeavor. Similarly, the certification requirement may be adjusted based
on strength or preference in the field of endeavor.

Certification Credit information relates to a user’s completed, n progress

or planned activities that may refine certification requirements, if allowed by the

-10-
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customized based on other parameters, such as Needs Assessment
information or Certification Credit information. Needs Assessment
information relates to strength, weakness or preferences of the user.
Generally, such information can be obtained either objectively or
subjetitivatyodonexaimpledpytestp RXapmTalionnle PRILIVHIARIQE ed, because
evaluation. Based on Needs, Assessment information, the certification
reqUir8iieAtE %’éi %F&ﬁ&?&& JRESATRRISEE it slbr G ofemplete a

reqaiige by phexeertiicaicieRUITRHBLLEF. eX3MRIE, (e USERMANPSresent

required.to meet certain %')als, if Needs Assessment information indicates

WK AR S RS RAALEF R BT ShemiabRoth ere Diasrs abies sraefenFariar
may:hergilbed dased BRa0stenathonprslsrenchinthedislhl lan as

endeavor. Certification Credit information relates to a user's completed, in

proBPEgsbP Plantisd Samiidhn devaalor Are deprantr i rarientanf
alloyeddaydhen-ddsentiicationanhiits Fouesampi.ceificationg9@is ey

me% be reduced, because the user qualifies for credit for having
7 . . . .
completed or intending to complete a course or program in the field of

endeavopAs sealkdheosystan ot adpresent tH%@&W%ﬁ%g&ﬁgd with a

certification requirement based on Needs Assessment and/or

célfnestidRiciIsiHe Hifto el lecteiifiprignaiealf thas censificdtidre pisar s
ascshawsiih 310, e systermef the dpventiqncap.alse prioLitize e,

certification goals based on defined priority parameters, as described
|latEFSHIRTS e Heisi Rshepriad vith ihe catifiiesition agekisoarsigetionminbd, the

useldsiRieaented with- &dthnlanpsr tbalAllows E@_@oﬂ&%@,@u%ﬁlgs%lasses,

certification goals that constitute the user's certification plan, step 814.

TKEYREAN BeinteiEBHIRSBIEherdBelifitdiirtheesptifseanaoale The
a%%?ﬁd’%a%wi&%éﬁ%&%&ié%mrg%ﬁ?&ﬁ%ﬁﬂ&%ﬁlﬁg %%'&Cstj‘jsﬁmga‘?ﬁg

made from a ﬁst of certification resources, such as classes, courses,
b%?é??&éﬁ@lﬁif@@ Ak, UnaicHduIfnthelerifsation goudititnel teurse work
C%%k?@%fﬂ»ﬁ&%’,%ﬁ@”[&'éﬂé@%ﬁﬁé@%ﬂHhﬁ%{%]?;’tﬁ%%‘é%}%??éiéct
participating in a lecture (video, audio, live, etc.), and other material; or

adetibRanen gaEswWoRCHYIRIG Ghpleteth WSS doghiscsxesmptary, forms, etc., to
epbrdimentiine. Lt £aR 98 5hh 85 icatiop anals, iakaAmBle Hasseay
courses, lectures, seminars, forms, ‘etc., to
of certification resources presented to the user. The system receives the sclection
and then generates a personalized user certification plan. As such, the
certification plan can comprise either certification goals and/or certification
resources.,
Certification Authority Profile
The system of the invention stores certification requirements for each
certification authority in suitable databases. Such certification requirements may
be stored in a variety of ways, for example, as records having fields for storing
information relating to certification requirements of a corresponding certification

authority. As such, the system of the invention profiles each certification

authority based on its specific certification requirements.
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be included in the certification plan by checking corresponding items from
a list 20 of certification resources presented to the user. The system
receives the selection and then generates a personalized user
certification pIan As such, the certification plan can comprise either
certificaty S an Lor cﬁqf kﬂpatlon resources. Certification Authority
Profile 2 e sys e invention stores certification requirements for
each ce?fﬂc@t@nwumamyahmm@@mabagbs usudhceeiication

Suemente TRy e SaIe D AVATEl A AN [ O TG S R

oring In OI’ tion re atlng to certification reqwrements
ofcalcwrteﬂpmauﬁmgcommm@angmthmtmpwmsesagmﬁh@tlmm of grmtially,

InyentenPioties.sach ceification S0 authorly hpsedepds saegific

ﬂeﬁ ﬁctreeaﬁlrements Ser T ormatlo rofile FIG. 9 shows an
indtial hagpp ;ﬁs& ntBiek to filvenasen faricicatingad texenip] @r@ﬂl’t@a@bf@ﬂnatmn

certification state Wi h|n he US However, the scre
{58 8?8??%@?&% fé“ﬁlfer pfé s SRR AT Blan. sl,esé%tla V.5
thednitiakbsasare, seliciisdelevant usee infatmation for creatlng the user

certificatjon plan. The information SO|1JCI'[8.'[IOI‘] Hwah%ntgycclatfe% 1n§ormat10 0

informatiOr g SN BE KEL SPBRSRESh SaVatiety of ways. Eor example, any
sm’a&lﬁxﬂateﬁa@@ons@@ésaa@aprﬂmpngxx and die, eter mambeememqnbe

exe pI mbodiment s n FIG 9 he SO|IC1£11%9 rmati e
ﬁgﬁg lﬁﬁég}eﬁ?gﬁ 1gspa%]ses Andthe user é &ra rgglﬁl(g%éﬁe%

t%m&s ﬁQij,Cﬁe(ibl ifes faadinn én definext tetdg. chssitainrpindefBed rehpomsat

into the elds may. be in.free form, i.e. user, text entr or con
pREBRSH br%ﬁ‘b%@%‘éf“&%@énf’éé’ %ﬁ/oér%lﬁlgown%?ggr B Sie’ ?rﬁ%gg or

binaeyeRyiasiteE NES/ Maiey, wikeruisamuiiplectitice guikesawierey,
the user can select an aggtﬁ)pnate T*?é.%lS amonrg%gthters For cr a¥
ORGSR th Y P R S SRS S SR SRR Briteids shefude,
"YeRksmatch Teather St &Ee¥aund e dehcksr, " CHtintyY oﬁﬁtﬂac]sa‘.hﬁdcoumy
"Yaur nghest I;)a ee,” G ade You Te, %éeegfoy eac}{er, addltlonal user

irftO AR y be s ERon

However, addltlonal user information may be needed that can only be
solicited based on previously entered user information. For example, user
information entered in “State You Teach In” field may be needed in order to
solicit information regarding the type of state licenses for which the certification
plan is being created. Under such situations, a subsequent “Create Plan” page can
be presented to the user having input fields presented based previousty solicited
user on a previous page. One such subsequent page is shown in FIG 10, where the
pull down field for “Type of License” is presented based on user information
entered in the “State You Teach In” field entered on previous page shown in FIG.
9. Additional subsequent pages can be presented to the user until all the necessary
user information for creating a certification plan is gathered. The gathered user
information is suitably stored in the database along with other user information in

the record that contains the users profile,
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solicited based on previously entered user information. For example, user
20 information entered in "State You Teach In" field may be needed in
order to solicit information regarding the type of state licenses for which
the certification plan is being created. Under such situations, a

subseque@}egg{gﬁ;%%@ﬂifp@ﬁ)ﬁqg OEE presented to the user having input

fields presented based previously solicited user on a previous page. One
such substqimrepageidishdninapRIGI 0nventns RS puihd e fieldion

for." flj ent d serdnformation_entered in
e e R
Adéidrd] aulbseeiudinspd gosean veurasents dio thensernatiltal| e fication

neg n tion.for creating a certification plan is gathered.
T AT A i & e SR A RO
witteothieatiserdeiommationfon a3@ thecregarethat woptaffisdthe tasasprefils.of

-12 Generating Certification Goals A planner according to the present

R R R i e RGN BN BTl Kt g i ered user
detefoningtire tertifiveiiopreeguiseheentsi fanthe fiekhefendenmnBesesk]s
on,such reguirement .planner. generates certification 5 goals that the
o T R e B e e Pt e
reqlitenignts dorfEgelecied staty toane e ptabilegHoutenssofpeatsfities,
experience, degree, or any other pertinent information. Based on the
e R EhmhiE e S8t roe
requingingng in degms pibgoaisothatdtingusesttiro dififiddilhia areexntable criteria.
beﬁlo(r)?}g gmcbeorg{iegngegc hg\g in th %etected.JR.ﬁ StateéT e certification goals
may COrespona (o VARoUS measrabfe SEHAES™ FaSdiy RRmgtited
fortmsysrefitlingshonks, eanyditdifg ooer ek O e YEsEn LOBRIRIRYAC. In

degree program o eting, an other d fineg nd measurable criteria. In

ot S B ERE Se HIE FSrAS RS TR & CHRIAEAOF GBI B ettt

intgermsdfifiong shenitgricmereditS fde gourses elA$ses, Samitas degree). The

seososg ns, et&1 Sgnréwuﬁte:ht%reenéb?dimeeents, l;{]e 0 Ist.mag bmchievi%gy

taking And’ passiig A reduired el RAFITRI ISR dFatRRt Srd e ats

pragraqmifedshyahmastefe drgrealhokitg. goals may also require the user to

meet goal: letion deadlines and due .dates as required by the

certificati %@?ﬁ%ﬂvs a%aem cation Requirement %ummary pagé. The
certification requirements shown on this page are generated based on information
1n the use and certification authority profiles. This page allows the user to review
the certification requirements. A “Requirement Summary” section shows the state
‘of certification, the type of certification, the year the user was last certified and the
number of “units” needed to re-certify, as well as the due date for rectification.
While the certification goal measurement is in terms of “units,” other goal
measures, such as hours or credits, may be used to track certification goals.

As stated above, one feature of the invention allows the planner to refine
the certification plan based on needs and preferences of the user. If necessary, the
Certification Requirement Summary page provides links that allows the system of
the present invention to assess needs and preferences of the user, for example at

another site. Such professional assessment information can pinpoint a user’s areas

of weakness, strength or interest. Based on such assessment information, the

-13-



10

30

FIG. 11 shows a Certification Requirement Summary page. The 20
certification requirements shown on this page are generated based on
information in the use and certification authority profiles. This page allows
the user to review the certification requirements. A "Requirement

Summary" section shows the st certifieation, the type of cedificationse
tkPT%ﬁ’f %%a ucélé;rov%%%el\g}s 6%%%%5%%% %ﬁeI numbe:r of "units" needed tc%p
rercalifys asweihasthbrdue detesforseuthicaionsas nileléhel cassficaridhr
goal measurement is in terms of “upits,” other measures, such as
hSﬁ?glgﬁrecsﬁé& s‘;mrﬁa{lfls Seé%%,lé."lc}éte({)t?ragé eclS;SerStl %a%%r? Egoals. As stated above,
one featygotfdhfdnventfohegitesest e pranmezitowefinepltrncettifidaiono

plan based an needs and preferences qf the user, Ilf ne h
A TR et SR gt B e S 16
system of3Rithepresartitvintidntahssesbnaatsanddreietencesf 2ll
the user, for example.at anothey. site. Such professional asses e
iﬁ%?%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁp%ﬁf BI5set” 1(3}‘%5&&0%%61 Eﬁ%%%f%rengﬂw%ﬁﬁ%?&étl}l
Bagsdean suUCpiassesanienidniothiationytheeb3 ptaduee nvayscustenirikep,
the goals for user certification. As such, the user m e a'"Nee

GO CErRER Tc 5 ABES SEHIC P RS NS e pte o BoAlet o plso
exapietkyiRking:iests designetiorasses sauakinesdstraherfeataber of
of the present invention allows the planner to take into 5 account
CORITEA CFAE TG BT P PLOTS R BB Lot s e TR
is.a GestificatipniGreditt finkivatiallpuys thesystegitftale imomtsount all
such user activities. This. page solicits user information regardin
BRI A BB SO A ARSI e (gser can
oraguatesewas Markshopemontarehes, &ichethatfassipeualifyvioy has not yet
certification credit. The Plamner éﬁa%n Iso th.trecLuire trrcl)e user It antena Led
cRsSR ARRss e SR8 BRI ARG G IR RABError hours, anit, or
credits egyngeifer daeprotessjohakastvitynTiheetsomerprograsie are
measured in different "units”, th&%{ﬁ%e requesting informati nqn ths?er

pFEFESSHARR S R gRG RS B AV Sion tabie wheré the user

CARERMVERN ANSwaeheRieas amRntiednaiherd fkthe qusfessiandication
activity has not yet 15 been done, the user can indicate that the %M%is

iR B BS Lo RIS Eh PRl AR SRR SRBBITe Y HiaSystem
enaplesiherysektonRNSeTer this arrangement teachers can transfer credits

eamned in one state to another.

Once the planner receives a user’s Needs Assessment, Certification Credit
and/or Credit Transfer information, it adjusts the certification requirements
accordingly to generate the certification goals to fulfill the certification
requirements.

The planner can generate certification goals based on defined priority
parameters. For example, certification requirements of an authority may take
precedence over Needs Assessment and/or Certification Credit, when generating
certification goals. Alternatively, temporary or ad hoc certification mitiatives of
the certification authority may have lower priority than more permanent and
standard certification requirements, but higher priority than the Needs Assessment

and/or Certification Credit. Under this embodiment of the invention, the planner
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certification credit from one certification authority to another. A "Transfer
Credit" link allows the uses to transfer credit earned from another
certification authority to be applied to certification requirements on the
other certification 20 authority. For example, under this arrangement

teaghers caRdransieloaedils 1aLnes AREAIR a&%ﬁ%@{e@gﬁ? HGe 0 the

planner receives a user's Needs Assessment, Certification Credit and/or

Cre@rtfietisi FSATTRRIGH Oﬁ%ﬁ}j&ﬁs@@@é@ﬂm@@ﬂi@w%q uirements

accordmgb/lztlglgﬁg%ﬁ[mﬁgﬁtlﬂcatlon goals to fulfill the certification 25
requirements. Thé planner can generate certification goals based on

defined pAdEisararRtces sEncERa vl chiificatitn fEquildriians of an

Sau%ﬁ I BC@%%B{%%@@'EHH& ﬁé %g?gfﬁ Avbss Fe e rr}% gfigocr he goals for

Certificationt Credit, when generalng certification goa ternatlv
tendpotary eadTHbeEmitatoN hitktives d‘s@@selm@memﬂaaftm@lmgoais
maxiﬁ@}!&lggg%% lﬁé&mﬂﬂ i@&ﬁ%@% and crst @98‘ g certification

requirement er priority than't §sessment and/or
Certificatibmt@@aﬁwlﬁ@@ntsfsmmdﬁiwmnmge $hvemlmrﬂ<ﬁe1|6l,ahneser can

‘LiaRaciieeaeilicaton.opals asedon delned o pal e Oon

that relate t e cert ication requirements o he cer‘t on au

10 PImh@@émﬂ@h@|QW@ﬂ@2ﬁhmgrcqmnmsﬁIM|agthenmﬁcaﬁmmmalm select

15

20

25

Fl%e%%gqqp\ﬁ%%géa%? eg%kh%yon Pla ner pas%e thahislllewl% catmn

user to select the goa r cre tlngt e cent |on plan 'e planner
alsli'imm@e@th@mmamansm@matsnmtmﬁdnrésmamﬁga@mmewtm%

facilit S,.|n the ex Certlflcatl n Planner page
shcg%v%*?n?éﬁég ?g%%cu%%%%cgr% r??0()u‘slsg{irqe{%qU|r %%Iht}sést%t%a?‘ﬁg%ecé)een
asSoviatdd. gnthrél@nedate@meﬁhmﬁalmsd@egmmpbaﬂ;@dmam etc. In

Cegﬁﬁ?ﬁ I? N re%uw%rprggttls F% %{It)fls?%e glsne .san sﬁ i(gitbe noted that

required courses by mar |n ot exaniple. AS SHown,
Cemiimpéfetmg Gdameﬁmgemmsmmmmnﬁmmtgmhmkﬂah nks/ be

?nsst%cflte%tﬁ% Wit eas?e? igeileten ORADS S| ”C'“({a'é‘ Coﬁxsezg%e% %Fre other

presenting tne course, course torm |ne Vi

otkeajperanseldds tnipionis dimey teteginring the user to take a test, perform an
act, complete a degree, fill out a form, etc.

The Certification Planner page allows the user to create the certification
plan by selecting one or more or all of the certification goals that'are to be
included in the certification plan. As shown, a “Put In Plan” box 1s associated
with each listed course allowing the user to include one or more selected courses
in the certification plan by marking the box. It should noted that the user may or
may not be required to purchase a course in order for it to be included in the
certification plan.

As explained above, the certification goal list may be generated based on
priority filters. In the Certification Planner page illustrated in FIG. 13, for
example, the courses are listed based on state requirements, state initiatives, and
assessment information, with state requirements having the highest priority and

assessment wnformation having the lowest priority.
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15 addition, price information for taking the listed courses. It should be
noted that completing courses is just one example of certification goals
that may be presented to the user in the Certification Planner page. As
stated before, other examples include but are not limited to requiring the
user to taKeaaltast, Gexfifion don #hncomplete a degree, fill out a form, etc.

20 The ificgtion Planner page allows the user to create the
certifica%&p?a%nl%um%géﬁﬁg% ?W%Gieét@rcéﬁ‘?ﬂ trckesrRgation proasats

y 'sé
thahasel¢otbicintifudaibinghasonetiticationalanAsshaws R Ryt i Flan”

box is. ssociatedlé%i/ith .each Iist%d course aIIowin? the user to include one
or RH BRI ESE G PSR & Gt tBh e By FriakeRdthesBisication.

shohichpgiedohdeshe Bier Ay Ors25iBANh At 98 FRAVIRELID BUIChASE . me
courli%in order f(if»;il? to be included in the certificatipné)[an. As explained
\% 1

AV HRE L AL AR S BRI PIRRY B Rjerrsrfistr s iNcipivketioy: filtdrs.,
Inkbe. Certifisation Rlannes pagedusiraing ﬁﬂ%&é@mfaﬁa%%aﬁewmﬁg units

course%%r listed based on state requirements, state initiatives, and 3
t

a<EBIGHEH RARSINALOR R i daamermerite hani hieardndet plan, in

prigéitycanshassessment iiﬁfﬂﬂmté?[ltﬂéym HEANE RLPRR Y s hation for
Trac%(ér} Certification Plan FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary Certification

trSCREN RN S MMEEpraRd SO Qw B 4Rt AT afeh g dalt wararéfication.
included Ardbeilseysipersenalizeshopiifisatiomanakplanindsrms: of

courses that need to be taken for certification. 5 The page includes a

"BREADBELI IR ARERASE e emplstion < nme sHnaryseiectebkification
geahRiecionand Pleanng N acessAeseiRat dn seanesia i, @81 a3’

Another section of the Certification Plan page indicates how many units

AP SR i Hok T Ga e s iba kB e dbeider inieddiatae o linthas
Pl iRTOEYE S5, ABthe e tetolBdtRin ey 106 RAGE, RiaMids s fragking,

information for 10 completed courses, and shows how’may units are need

to' AEHTRYFLERfiERATSh (DA ckehdiRy Khaneng hetaseitie TAvdhdersssichides
aCRgkeeibat is HRSRPSINSIONIR Wit Bing. torlg s mRietion of one or
more selectable certification goals for updating the user certification plan.
Depen dm& %Hqgézgpélpdate the certification plan based on a user input or a
non-user input. As such, the user may or may not be given control in updating the
status of the certification plan. For example, if control is given to the user to
update the certification plan, her or she can check the “éompleted” box after
having achieved a certification goal. As such, in one embodiment, the tracker
updates the certification plan based on user input. In another embodiment, the
tracker can update the certification plan automatically, based on status information
received from a non-user, for example an entity that confirms the achieverent of
a certification goal by the user. For example, an educational institution can
provide status information that confirms the user has completed a course required
for achieving a certification goal. Either way, progress towards completing
certification goals can be tracked based on input relating fo completion or
otherwise achievement of one or more of certification goals for updating the user

certification plan.
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he tracker can change the status in order to upo!a_tg the
Elrgr?.ri\zs i?guhsévtvnein FIG. 14, some of the selected courses are |.n|t|aIIy
marked as "In Plan." The tracker can update the status by changlng the
status to "In Progress” or "Completed" as the user progresses with the
certification prantheFhenbadiescamsndate the cartl %%%ﬂspt'é‘ﬂxg?ggﬁg o2
us%rom%gﬁ %i&otr%-userg ut. As such, t_he_ user may or may notbe: I;I;i !
control in updating th&*20' SHRRRIrRITE wathifiesifsh tplans Pomexacepigidition

corgwakis Giverimmitheaise b the.cadificaianalar .-B%hé”o‘?@?[ecan

- i}
" " ' i i Godf AE™al
ch “Complete x after having achieved a certificatio

sugﬁﬁ?%h% ey ﬂ%&‘ﬁgﬁﬁ?@t%&@ hapheEsises Edetfivaiorppidicbased

oniusecminbinatatheremhodiven Mernckeypnypdate the
certificati %I n.automatically, based on status information 25 receive
from a no%%se}?flfgraé@aW@ drex{ifisatienrfians the achievement of a

certificatibhigga&@@éh@ﬁ@&@én@fa&@@g AR Cc%trilog]géinstitg}i%% g%neor

1CTV

p ¥
' prggide status é%tgr ation that confirms the user has compfgté%l a
& :

10

15

30

required. fors JYLEratieamg bl CEithploway apiogrersdongards
compitianfpcedification geals: gasetagked iased.on npgtelaing 1o,

' 30 otherwise achievement of one or more e.r a
T R N St oo
thestsaskkodeahsaitsgangils %%Hﬁ@%d%a?&%eﬁ?:@ N’éteréégzi%swg,,

ficati [ tion
certification plan or with respect to one or more certifica e
e?‘rﬁﬂéi?g%‘gﬁ BESHIRALE SITRs #88RSS Readintiethe firdil s enddarioe-mailAdd

it Ae n_user information profile,
e & Inelas nformaten gk i Bere LA bty
ey

oai m“’gagé% Uty drafieatohPuser wsing thie Centifivation Frackeme

) y I J erwise modify the
2@?&2?1?%?%?5%‘%%%‘;?%%%%é’éfa%%f%“é KGR SRR
B §

updatng pr ER5h§ ifiendate Plan” link can be 10 configured to

[ i tification plan versus
accomniiadrailectnse Mas eeypdating the entire cer I
those tt@ﬁ&%u dating work done to date. A "Take Needs Assessment

&

link allow SEHTC RS S P duesuseineigtsdrtifienfietrgoh Bndeaveien
Ant'idessary, more than one certification resource of the same or different type

may be associated with one or more certification goals. For example, a
certification goal requiring 15 hours of educational credit, may be associated with
5 three-credit courses that may be taken in the same or different educational

institution. Alternatively, such requirement may be fulfilled by a combination of

- courses, reading material, seminars, etc. The system of the present invention

includes a certification resource generator that based on a certification goal input
the provides associated certification resources,

Certification resources COmPIiSe courses, programs, sessions, seminars,
audio or video lectures, books, tests, forms, etc. A course COmPprises one or more
lectures relating to a subject in the field of endeavor. A program is a series of
courses constituting a curriculum, A program can be degreed or non-degreed.

The course or program may be live or self-paced taken on-line or off-line. Thus,
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Certification Credit" link allows the user to enter certification credit. A

"Certification Approval” link allows the user to a created certification plan
to the 15 certification authority for approval. Once approved, the system
stores approval information in the user's profile. Certification Resources

Certifitaticbrrasnuaes.aie:asaesiated with arification aepls - Although
not nzc(?ssar more than one certification resource of the same or

diffSreht' i df@’rﬂ‘é?‘bé‘ﬁ%s%’é’f@d%ﬁf@néebﬂaﬁ%@ &&ttification goals.
For examples syeerifigationgaalrequiing %@@%ﬁl@éﬁﬂ%@%&%ﬁ@&ha{
e S

mar%i be agfﬁociated with 5 three-credit courses that may be taken'in

safie P Eiei GEBATY hetifaaiser AReFasrivieRs assepizguirdment
mayhigifatitied discsepRipatian of GoUIses mwﬁﬁg%hnsree%i&%‘{%he
etc. Thée system of the present invention 25 includes a certification”

redBEh 8- GEIFSIEtOMAE BasEm BTk setiiorivn gDt gtz the prinedépon
assopigiabatificationsesRuees; Leificatian [esaurces %”&%@%% date
coggses, programs, sessions, seminars, audio or video lectures, oé‘%%‘,p

tedt8, FHNCAER WEb FEE doniprise s aecomianyeC ket fiospreReiogite a
SuRjeeéiRiBe Held BfandeamOlsARRIAN K A5eUes Af 30 courses urces
constituting a curriculum. A program can be eg-reed1 or nen- egreed.
THELSTRER I9F protrane fralialive evaleflpather takeman; lihe aroffckitien
Thissls chh ¥RHRHIOMIAISCAR DR Used NG lon with the certification
resources, includir% video, audio, Ii?/e, onﬂ%%?%%ﬂ?r?e‘?é%?fgﬁé%%%% g o, @
THEEPLETPatafh e prass R naramsion ellvs metliddsranpatliotwhodydertat

al&@@gh%q%gggﬁg%erﬁ%gg\fg ﬁ%%gi(%er for resources associated with
5 certification goals as appropriate. A "Register for Course" link can

register > UeiliBs srexsapbiuyJdts), Heminsts) Ressmnspueitecyarious
Pragram IRNNNS 14RaN, fOmPIeLQY; [Bigred SQuIsespr programs, a
user can use the tragkgr to upda%glgléea%géirgt!%cg%gnrffashi@lﬁgaé g I%W 2
an‘e R ATEFC srmionishireatarots Regspaipespagetheusteadficsbn
ta;pagistardororeeaive AMANG necessary. for. gchievin
certification g)(gls. In other instanﬂi%ﬁ?g g@%#(%?ior? r%%% é%%ﬁ%@lﬁ{é% ©
b§sssribed Bisemsstienmmilyi (s tbinsA kwiduousen lsenerpegaime Aides an alert

section that provides certification alerts to the user.

Another feature of the present invention includes an on-line grant module
that allows the user to search and apply for grants from his or her user. A “Grant
Search Link™ allows the user to access an exemplary Grant Search page shown in
FIG. 17. As shown, this page allows the user to search for grants. The search
result presented to the user allows him or her to get a description of the grant as
well as information regarding requirements for applying for the discovered grant.
Corresponding “Apply” links allow the user to apply for a desired grant on line.

The User Home page shown in FIG. 16 also provides links to news and
events directed to certification requirements, for example, news regarding state
certification in a professional field. This page, which can be personalized, gives

the user information concerning their profession and certification needs. In
addition, the user can obtain degree program materials that are related to

certification process so that they can fulfill requirements necessary for their
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computer-based learning program, or other media format, all of which can
be ordered, on line using the present invention. FIG. 16 shows an
exemplary User Home page. This page provides various 15 links to the
user that allow for accessing various resources. The page include a "Plan
Pro@?ég%a%’ééﬁm@ﬁi@ﬁmekentswaﬂﬁ&)ﬁfgg@%@%&H’I@&?’@é&ggm%?gor]
goalgefesiibPlan, BQE}I%Q%% the user to access the Certification-Platner
page described in ¢o nection With-ER8894. Also, the user home page

includes aftkktheguetionathptosiavidescertification AlgHs o Ihg, user. A
. il : certification

Anqihgsigaiue af fhe present invention includes an on-line grant mo 8

that allows the user fo searéH-ald ‘Z5pRr biameivsinthisdrimcyshit facks

> "Gt etrhrequictaitons TesuneklR,AGH6S AN GXSMlary Grant

10

Seauek nin.FIG. 17. As shown, this page allows tﬁetﬁlélé?gto
seﬁc%?%%gn%% e gt FREQIIAHOSe H68 & teramée uder atfouysibien or
heF?ﬁ@éﬁﬁ@e&dﬁpﬁmd@f)ﬁh@gﬁ@m@gg@@\@g}hﬁﬁ&gprmation regarding
requirem f lying, for. the discovered grant. Corresponding
"Apply" |i§£§éﬁg£€ ue! 8‘?@94&%%@5 Pesiedigremionbline bdneaikisebed
glm’ﬁd@@m[mﬂﬁid@@ﬁ@tﬁ%% (LRt Al -
wgggeqlﬁg ﬁg{tjﬂ&%ﬁ&re%rements, for example, news regar %8 Statd?
cerg;uléi%g;)n in a professiondi%idhd brerdbage sunrchoé e beesarsinalizied,
giv FhoukentnfdymatioT gRNagrRing.thel ion_and certification
negdsidn.Reditign the user can obtain deg%?&%%%%%&%g Firebut
related to certification p @@@é%?ﬁé@‘%ﬁ%@/‘&&h fhfifb Heguire mieints and their
n&EBBgAenor their -18 personalized certification plan. Additionally,
supplementary reading material suggestions may be provided on this
page. Also the page may provide links to discussion forums with a
certification authority representative or any private or public institution and
agency that tracks 5 certification requirements. This page can also
provide links for obtaining certification forms and contact information, for
example, the appropriate certification authority department, board or
conmittee. While various embodiments of the present invention have been
described above, it should be understood that they have been presented
by way of example
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10 only, and not limitation. Thus, the breadth and scope of the present
invention should not be limited by any of the above-described exemplary
embodiments, but should instead be defined only in accordance with the
following claims and their equivalents. -19 What Is Claimed Is: 1. A
Sygtem acegasinlg by a user for planning and tracking certification,
comprising: planner that generates one or more certification goals based
onla 5 userypnefitesandsinebyhority: Foefileasseciateaviih acektficatian

auCtQI%ritr\J/ i.Ilvxc/)rherein the planner is responsive to user selection of one or
more egenerated certification goals for creating a certification plan;

and a tracker thajiupeateathereestification plaRd0eTRANSE I IMPMsed on a

regarding achieyement of.the one or more selected certification goals. 10
ORI F R RS QR AL B O A RIRHES B9 st

onwinfrertifiepiamdecaifisatiendicansingaerise0sing iha fisltiof cenerated
endeayor..3. The system of claim 2, wherein the field of endeavor

COMBISEE A rRAAIS A D SRl RREF Y @Rk Aktion, teaching, medical,
engineering, legala@eaaumine ARPOHE AL bneSYSteRatCliM b

wherein the certification authority comprises at least one of a federal
g SRR HENTCBtaYS B EVeTh TR AR UM islerkd sptt Aseaiongoalhment,

municiparigevesrmentcRubIC afligiak privaleialiaial goYeRIRANAL (east on
agency, non-governmental agency, public institution, and private

St GHOHC & 19 &CsG TR R toRalire s WharelivtRaptan el idrab pefiverto
agleast ane efs2NgedsAssessnantirskesfication,Creditiniormation
for generating the certification. 6. The system of claim 1, wherein the

plaiBgilorabplsasiongs EeftrttinprcerBme vardiet naraasmsiperlegal,

cg&jfjg@ﬂggj%m@ﬁgytgpr generating the certification goals 25 7. The
system of claim 1, wherein the tracker updates the certification plan

based of 4t REAGEORE DR UsSFATsIR Hivcr ASHI aidemrpority comprises at

least one of a federal government, state government, county government, local
government, municipal government, public official, private official, governmental
agency, non-governmental agency, public institution, and private institution.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the planner is responsive to at least one of
Needs Assessment and Certification Credit information for generating the
certification.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the planner is responsive to certification
credit transfer from another certification authority for generating the certification
goals

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the tracker updates the certification plan
based on at least one of a user input and non-user input.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the planner prioritizes the generated
certification goals based on one or more certification requirements of the
certification authority.

9. The system of claim | further including a certification resource generator
that associates at least one of the certification goals with at least one certification

resource.
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8. The system of claim 1, wherein the planner prioritizes the generated
certification goals based on one or more certification requirements of the
certification authority. 30 9. The system of claim 1 further including a
certification resource generator that associates at least one of the

C%‘tlflcat'?ﬂegﬂéﬁﬁﬂv glﬂ &Eﬁ%aﬁhﬂﬂ%xcﬁ{émﬁﬂ’i@ K AUAEGn ?ego%rg ehgenerator

system of claim 1 further including a certificition resource generator that
adbeaiciatesiatareakieopicont tdhuestifitaioiog gamanitibat!| kst omecertification
cetification resource. 10. The system of claim 1, wherein the certification
resource comprise at least 5 one of a course, program, session, seminar,
audio leclinesyigo ¥ clare, la Wookia e serifidaiéormsancd bengystent Bhst

claim Jwhsteln I ?c?gga&rmc?gi %ms%”s'r!a? a%aeé‘%é’ig 3eb ek, 2 ook, a

session, semingr degree program, Hest, form, bo |o and video.
Thestsystemfofelaim 1, wherein the course comprises at least one of a live

our and self-paced course..1 syst mofclalmf ther
e A SE L PAR CRean ol RPN AR IS one ot
receidng;costBT sgrand, rémamr@femateantm drmo&emdroeaxﬂmvfﬁhe

S gtem clalml wl rem Te lanner, t ransmlts the certif t|o Ian 1
to the c:%thfec fion auth orl{n C)?@ppe}lgvta 5. 7hes gflesr%sgfc aim lie Sratve

whensin dthé etrmiﬁ@mtrmsmm an e-mail to the user in connection with a
cetrtificatign I 16, T e S of c 1 wher in the tracker aI s
T3t rogaig e RS e Skt e S BRSO R
furthefanehidingarn mvémvmg;arﬂemm@dedm@sﬂtﬂng by shemtisentosearch
for a grant. 18. The system of claim 1, wherein the on-line grant module
allows the user to apply for a selected grant. -21

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the planner transmits the certification plan

to the certification authonty for approval.

15.  The system of claim I, wherein the tracker transmits an e-mail fo the user
in connection with a certification goal.

16.  The system of claim 1, wherein the tracker alerts the user regarding a
certification goal deadline. |

17. The system of claim | further including an on-line grant module accessible
by the user to search for a grant.

18.  The system of claim 1, wherein the on-line grant module allows the user to

apply for a selected grant.

21-



