
1,017,167     end of the pull tab 20 and the upstand-  to reinforce the
edge portions of the pull    ing flanges 22 follow the contour of the  tab
20. These advantageous features are in    web 21, the outer edges of the
lateral addition to the aforementioned advantageous    flanges 23 remain
straight and the lateral grip features of the pull tab.  5 flanges 23 are
decreased in width in accord-    Although only a preferred embodiment 70
ance with the increase in width of the  of the  invention  has been
specifically    web 21.                                   illustrated and'
described herein, it is to be      It is to be noted that the pull tab 20
understood that minor modifications may    is provided with a pointed end
edge 31  be made therein within the scope of the 10 at the end thereof
adjacent the opening 30. appended claims.                        75    The
pointed end edge 31 includes a rounded    WHAT WE CLAIM IS:-    nose
portion 32 which may be brought into   1. A sheet metal pull tab for a
tear-    contact' with the end panel 22 when utiliz-  able container
portion, said pull tab being    ing the pull tab 20 for the purpose of  of
a shallow dished cross section, and in- 15 rupturing the end panel 14 along
the score  cluding a first end portion adapted to be 80 



line 15.                                  secured, for example by a rivet,
to a tear-      It is to be understood that when the  able container
portion, said pull tab hav-    pull tab is positioned on the end panel 14,
ing lateral flanges and a second end portion    it is tightly clamped
against the surface  terminating in underturned edge portions 20 thereof by
the clamping action of the rivet whereby exposed raw  edges accidentally 85
18. In order to facilitate the engagement engageable when the pull tab is
gripped    of the end of the pull tab 20 remote from  are eliminated.
the rivet 18 and the lifting of the pull tab    2. A sheet metal pull tab
for a tear-    20, the end of the pull tab 20 remote  able container
portion, said pull tab being 25 from the rivet 18 is folded upwardly along
of a shallow dished cross section, and in- 90    a transverse fold line 33.
The folding of  cluding a web having sides and ends, a    the pull tab 20
along the fold line 33 results  narrow upstanding flange extending along
in the lateral flange portion 27 lying in  the sides and one end of said
web and    a plane disposed in angular relationship to  a lateral flange
extending outwardly from 30 the plane of the web 21. In this manner said
upstanding flange along the sides and 95    the edge portion 28 and the
underside of said one end of said web, and an under-    the lateral flange
portion are elevated above  turned edge portion along the periphery of
the upper surface of the end panel 14 and  said lateral flange thereby
forming a rigid    one's fingers may be engaged therebeneath  structural
unit. 35 to effect the gripping thereof and exerting    3. A sheet metal
pull tab according to 100    an upwardly directed force thereon.
Claim  2, wherein said web one end is 



It will also be apparent that the generally  rounded and said upstanding
flange and    U shaped upstanding flange portion 26, in  said lateral
flange are of a similar rounded    association with the generally U  shaped
configuration. 40 edge portion 28, will afford proper grip-   4. A sheet
metal pull tab according to 105    ping  surfaces for one's forefinger and
Claim 2 or Claim 3, wherein said lateral    thumb. Thus, the pull tab 20
may be  flange at said web one end is upwardly    effectively gripped for
both the initial up- directed thereby facilitating the lifting and    ward
lifting thereof and the application of gripping of said pull tab. 45 a
tensile stress to the tear out portion 16    5. A sheet metal pull tab
according to 110    after the initial rupture of the end panel 14. any one
of Claims 2 to 4, wherein said      A careful study of the pull tab 20 will
web is widened at the other end thereof    make it readily apparent that
the pull tab  to provide clearance for a rivet, and a    may be readily
formed from sheet metal rivet receiving opening is formed through 50 in a
simple series of stamping and form- said web other end.
115    ing operations so that the pull tab 20 is   6. A sheet metal pull
tab according to    economically feasible. At the same time, any one of
Claims 2 to 4, wherein said    it will be readily apparent that due to the
pull tab is generally rectangular in outline,    specific cross section of
the pull tab 20, said web is widened at the other end thereof a maximum
strength may be obtained with  to provide clearance for a rivet with said
120 a minimum  of metal and at the same time  lateral flange being
proportionally narrowed, the thickness of the pull tab may be held  and a
rivet receiving opening is formed 



to a minimum as is required in order to  through said web other end.
properly recess the pull tab 20 within the    7. A sheet metal pull tab
according to 60 confines of the can end 12. The edge por-  any one of
Claims 2 to 6, wherein said 125    tions 24 and 28 serve the dual purpose
underturned  edge  portion  is  disposed    of placing the raw edges of the
metal from  entirely between the planes of said web    which the pull tab
20 is formed in a posi- and said lateral flange.    tion  wherein  they
cannot be  readily   8. A sheet metal pull tab according to 65 engaged with
one's fingers and they serve  Claim  7, wherein the underturned edge 130
4      portion extends the full height of said  wherein the portion of the
upstanding flange 15     upstanding flange.                       which
extends around said one end of the     9. A  sheet metal pull tab for a
tear, web and the underturned edge portions     able container portion,
said pull tab having  associated therewith are generally U-shaped 



5 a recessed web, an upstanding flange ex-  in outline thereby further
facilitating the    tending longitudially of and around said  gripping of
said pull tab.    web at one end thereof, said upstanding    11. A sheet
metal pull tab substantially    flange including a lateral flange which ex-
as herein described with reference to and    tends outwardly therefrom and
terminates  as illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 10 in underturned
edge portions, said upstand      PAGE, WHITE & FARRER,    ing flange and
said underturned edge por-        Chartered Patent Agents,    tions forming
abutments facilitating the          27, Chancery Lane,    gripping of said
pull tab.                          London, W.C.2.       10. A  pull tab
according to claim  9,        Agents for the Applicants.
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