1 WALKING AID Field of the Invention [0001] This invention relates to a
wal ki ng aid. Background of the Invention [0002] Wal king aids are generally
used by the infirmand aged to provide with them sonme confi dence and
support when walking. In this regard it is inmportant for the good health
and wel | being of infirmor aged patiegts and the rehabilitation of
patients recovering fromsurgery or a debilitating event such as a stroke
or injury to have the patient i er in providing assistance it
is inportant that the user has MF‘Z@N@?& nfidence that they will be
adequately supported at all tinmes. [0003] Many wal ki ng aids conprise a
frame having a pair of handles which are |located to each side of the franme
and extend rearwardly fromthe Fichhef thedneemtion of | egs which are spaced
both laterally and longitudinally. In sone cases the | ower ends of the

| egs have wheel s or castors at |east sonme of which can be controlled by a

br aki ng [oweghani snTRReNRLEEN 28 ®NewaAkinBAld) of the handles. In use the
user w If access the walking aid fromthe rear to position thensel ves

bet ween the handl es and then grasp the handles. The handl es are used by

the user to support thensel Vﬁf Fnd tnﬁ iful aj.e the frane to enable them
to walk and in so doing the dE&FeRY "gzﬁf‘e‘aﬂef‘ i1l lean forwardly onto

the frame and can control the novenent of the wal king aid over the ground

by use of the braking nmeans. Qther wal king aids have a set of feet at the
| oner enlf908f the Wedkinpedds argrgengradls| used by dhe infirn and mped toweavidenwithf t he

f I . ' Wi th br aki
navi ng ) o URieHAeEn? slincfCRA Raflik FRPELGMFu bafedl Y 88, " The

rear feepodd bealthrendgwell deingnst infien oraiged ipatisvas dhy therehabidindtionl dfashtigmener
utilisi ngethe,br king nmeans to control the nption of the frame. |In other
cases t hEFCPYEIRE 116m HIraeryadiga Webikitatimg cvant surd 3sofusirokh @r drusathhavegthand in

o et | obahe i 80TV MRS sbils RS OATE i 08 BADgen

st ep- by - of emfidemedhatakeyr wilhige giequately supported at all times.
[0003] Many walking aids comprise a frame having a pair of handles which are
located to each side of the frame and extend rearwardly from the frame and a set of legs
which are spaced both laterally and longitudinally. In some cases the lower ends of the
legs have wheels or castors at least some of which can be controlled by a braking
mechanism operated from one or both of the handles. In use the user will access the
walking aid from the rear to position themselves between the handles and then grasp the
handles. The handles are used by the user to support themselves and to manipulate the
frame to enable them to walk and in so doing the user will generally will lean forwardly
onto the frame and can control the movement of the walking aid over the ground by use of
the braking means. Other walking aids have a set of feet at the lower ends of the rear legs
and wheels or castors at the lower end of the front legs where the wheels or castors are
associated with a braking means having controls associated with the handles. In use the
user will lift the rear feet from the ground and then move forwardly in a controlled manner
utilising the braking means to control the motion of the frame. In other cases the frame is
provided with feet at the lower end of each leg and in order for the user to move they must
lift the frame from the ground and place it ahead of the original position. By this means

the user moves in a step-by-step manner over the ground.



2 [0004] Exanples of these wal king nmeans are disclosed in US4312505,
US4277100 and US4226413. [0005] In all cases the wal king aids generally
conprise a frane which is to be located in front of the user and the user
is required to lean forwardly onto the frame. Wilst such franes can
provi de sonme degree of confidence to t@g user they can be difficult to
mani pul ate particularly in negotiating~obstructions such as in a

oar or FRE, of "subparpResl M Raldld MRFN T MR TR TG, RAg . 7T

t he user ahdUSH22@Ment of the user falling to the ground or provide
protection fromfalling sideways or hackwards. In addition when the user
needs tol98flepare thaHsw@seredherwalking aidnacraselly sompse 2 fisaer whichois|tatbet hey

must tur 0 k : H@Q n I t el ves
onto t he%cctﬁ%i%:@e%éﬁs%%g ol%splg? I}d\?{e ?g‘s?r 211%] rr(%) | sd]tg g?aglt %5%'9% ¢ ﬁ&%hgyﬁ%g% be
nmost vul Wéiilbkeht foamsesfaah lpraiide $omneaddgaakofadonfidaiceads theaised théecal be ditfyudtr t

when making the transition.in support fromthe wal king aid. This |ack of
appar ent © g@ﬁl@e}wc prrdigriedy dn degqiigting pbstrugtioas sudy asif g @&welmwi demegstic

di si ncentinyRioho P‘ﬁ?tﬁeltn}ftﬁg ﬁ? éé%gg% g@fb@nv{ggggg]reago??e{tertaf%@?gﬂ{{ﬁ% kisB Gl d are

di scl osed 1 n US277100, rovide a can extend
around t mell mstprovoleearsrsuphert forcthe sis¢mihahe beenft oéithe ussr fadlifid tocthetgrgindenr t he

i nherent disabiljty of t i ntended user which _needs to. be_ antici pated.
L0007 TRV SRlect e o SR SHENER: S GiskBRrPe 1 FROLY TR EBSEIBPRLRG and
prior aplephf thét8sdVesan kit @wh Snid GRHECHePsY thildtFhdydbhdtld iRerAd 1B 48 feandi ng
of the present i nvention. 't should be appreciated that the discussion is
not an a®veHewilwdygnddld and themioser dremdehites ontoythe chaihdeduatrgoiletl Ibis aabisment s

referred _to,was rt of the co n eral .know ed in. Australia or. any
wner e 1 nPbLShaPRE e st PR N BT TRReEF R mF Rl 6 Eick Pearitined o ekt "ot
t he | nvesigpon WRHOBhkiAE e tehnsiior ik BeppoRvedth IR WHIRTgGRS THis dachaifibpatedi d
conprising a frame conprising a pair of opposed side panel, a forward
panel an8URPOFlcpatphRRGeriaHity i thefuspreand capprosiddiandipisraved te osathsowatbingt e an
occupant .ijn a standing position and a seated

[0006] Other forms of walking aid are disclosed in US277100, and GB2368803

and provide a frame which can extend around the user however the access into the frame is

difficult given the inherent disability of the intended user which needs to be anticipated.

[0007] The discussion throughout this specification, of the background and prior

art to the invention is intended only to facilitate an understanding of the present invention.

It should be appreciated that the discussion is not an acknowledgement or admission that

any of the material or documents referred to was part of the common general knowledge in

Australia or any where in the world as at the priority date of the application.
Summary of the Invention

[0008] Accordingly the invention resides in a walking aid comprising a frame
comprising a pair of opposed side panel, a forward panel and a rear panel which define a
space dimensioned to accommodate an occupant in a standing position and a seated
position, a seat supported from one of the panels and positioned to support the occupant in
the seated position, one panel being pivotally supported about an upright axis to be

moveable form a closed position at which it is engaged with adjacent panels and an open




position, a seat supported fromone of the panels and positioned to support
the occupant in the seated position, one panel being pivotally supported
about an upright axis to be noveable forma closed position at which it is
engaged wi th adjacent panels and an open position at which it is supported
fromonly one panel and extends outwargly fromthe space to enable entry
and exit by an occupant to and fromthe space, the franme being supported
fromthe,gs: : [ ' d
support B e e I B e A T e
of the otcephltentry adatxitebyt dreoccopaipanhd fronsthpppade, thecimed beag bugportede

frame when in the standin ositjon, a,braking —neans adapted to caontrol
the wheef8M ?ﬂﬁegrw@ﬁh@ %?gaﬁé%si_sn e BSOS DS BIMend RSmsE) 521@3 wi th
the handﬁwﬂ?@ﬁatﬁ be h&@@@beéﬁga%gsl'bwhé naf gﬁoc%fdrhﬁ%fftﬁ@&&ﬁ arft o Lik)d dR¥ent i on

t he height of the frane can vari ed. According to a preferred
f eat ure ofcuphet torsuppart drentshbyep fivel thedramowhes ub gteastariding poditien, schrekingi ght .

[ 0011] Accordi tp. a preferred featur f the inyention the,other panels
bre 1 it pb i aBL T he AT Srbing FRaptbridy “arre B eoeEs

i nventi Oélssbc\!i@te@rwiﬂﬂh@hﬁfdsu?ii@rté?t her panels are forned as a single panel

el ement. [0012] According to a preferred feature of the invention the frane
i s capabl0809hf bei Agcardingdp s euciemedifestuss efthe invendon themeight ebhdiftametcgn one
enbodi mepg Vé&% adj acent panels are pivotally supported from each other.
Accordi ng to anhot her enbodi nrent the panels are able to be di sconnected
from eactvoedgiher . [ BQdSHinCe®radbrdeired FeuRS 6f tRE iheaitione el pideds lafy @it i on
the seat is mpvable to an _active position at which it is positioned to
support Substaptidlliphiasame height. seat ed position and an inactive position at
whi ch ithkgS subs ' I : i

enbodi rreﬁ)lto l”tihe sea%@?(;sljdg# got gllﬁg/f egugp%gtt% éezefgﬁgemllﬁ%éﬁégéﬁg Olttgerﬁglﬁ?r%vaergbl e
bet ween fikally asticumngoasi. t Aarording té Beréfaaed fedairg of tHel ianentdAAMO DT Mgort @f a

preferreq feature of the invention the vertical displacenent of the seat
is able t Oﬁ‘?rvé?ql%@?f%%w&?%P@eb?Wﬁf ed feature of the invention

the seat jgpa1SUPPOr heLh il Mol 'Fref&fid RARE! of the invention the frame is capable of

being collapsed to a storable condition. According to one embodiment the adjacent panels

are pivotally supported from each other. According to another embodiment the panels are
able to be disconnected from each other.

[0013] According to a preferred feature of the invention the seat is movable to an
active position at which it is positioned to support the occupant in the seated position and
an inactive position at which it lies substantially clear of the space. According to one
embodiment the seat is pivotally supported from the frame to be moveable between the
active position and the inactive position. According to a preferred feature of the invention
the vertical displacement of the seat is able to be varied. According to a preferred feature
of the invention the seat is supported from the rear panel.

[0014] According to a preferred feature of the embodiment the frame supports a
back rest which is positioned in relation to the seat to provide support for the back of the
occupant seated when in the seated position. According to a preferred feature of the
invention the vertical displacement of the back rest is able to be varied. According to a
preferred feature of the invention the inclination of the backrest is able to be varied.
According to a preferred feature of the invention the back rest is supported by the rear

panel.




[0014] According to a preferred feature of the enbodi nent the frane
supports a back rest which is positioned in relation to the seat to
provi de support for the back of the occupant seated when in the seated
position. According to a preferred feature of the invention the vertical
di spl acement of the back rest is able o be varied. According to a
preferred feature of the invention the inclination of the backrest is able

to be vapjpgsl. Accaqr.di t r r fi: i i back
rest is ng orted ﬁgé@glgrtgafp&g%’l% feg%rg Fggl%ﬁfm b,o&’éi(lz%l%gi thg\ﬁ?lo ea&% Ee’?%far ed
f eat ure piir tofierandestdiloea¢d tdeadhr side of wippsgat and which areopositicnededt srolideat ed
to each side o&) tHe seat and which are positioned to provide support for
t he occuPRROTS 1rthe oselnanl i e $eatid. PRt d ASEOdE EGatopr Prelered featuieuthe t he
angul ar _ghaRhAaRARRLmEA: GRERIALIRRS! B8R N APrbRr LADGs Bl 1d Be RGP De
adjusted. " According to a preferre eature the 1Tnvention the"armrests
are pi voatording iopo ptedetredafratitre af tthaiseatiee thexarm fests adjpisdtatinsumfortetiei r

inclinati,on. According.to a,preferr feature of the inventjon.the
ar nr est s22% aé{?ﬁbvcs:r%eéﬂgl%f?’aﬁ#ﬁﬁ@egﬁ ﬁ?ﬂﬁaﬁ@byﬂ% duearding s pelsred &ratug
feature bh@edhvBnfiBs iR ﬁﬁ,@eme@fliﬁﬁ%am %H%"side%?ah}gl@?‘%%oﬁﬂ% @raeprgmgggl ﬁet 0

a retracted position to allow [‘ateral novenent of the occupant” fr

seat whefratue tthe age aestel areppppoiteh frop0 Okciearpael dhdgre moxalpledd er regrdetedat ur e
of the ipy i on _t-he framne support f oot r est sitioned forward of the
seat to %S?gé%g% glthVela ;r/eﬁfrﬂgv %Epointseioﬁc?ﬁ?é‘?z@ﬁ gl?f Sfiﬁgé’YelTeinoW. t\i\’%cs%tfeﬁi ng to

a preferpeditidrgat ure of the invention the footrest is pivotally supported

fromthe frame for novenment between a support position at which it can
support [0 occupAseordingets: a \pielarred dedursuphithe inyentipn e Saaeatppodd &i on

and a re e [ L4 t ich i ies subpstantially clear.of th

space. [%J@%%]L't g%%)tg(?ﬂcﬁh nférr\fv%daomf tsﬁgr {Op#%fa%?elsggl%f @’ahfr %c%lpa i Ehﬁ\fg?ﬁtfgon t he
frame inpédides Acdoetingasta pesirtéd feturt ofbdeaasasionbie foytrtiicisosiosmant when
in the seated pgsition. According to a preferred feature of the invention

the | eg PEPPIPS IR B HRECHRL EETMEN baterl @ suprest RossivnaAt WhiGIci can supgottocat ed
forward gf Jc@@pa%?@tfe& Q\qleﬁtthéio&%b%tis EPHREGEY ﬁoﬁﬁgn andR %t%ac?&leposition at

which it lies substantially clear of the space.

[0017] According to a further preferred feature of the invention the frame includes
a leg rest positioned to be accessible by the occupant when in the seated position.
According to a preferred feature of the invention the leg rest is moveable between an active
position at which it is located forward of the seat and at a height to receive and support one
or both legs of the occupant and an inactive position which it is located substantially clear
of the space.

[0018] According to a further preferred feature of the invention the frame supports
a generally level table surface located forward and upward of the seat. According to a
preferred feature of the invention the table surface is movable in the fore and aft direction.
According to preferred feature of the invention the table surface is associated with a
storage space located below the table surface. According to a preferred feature of the
invention the storage space comprises a drawer which is slidably received under the table
surface. According to a preferred feature of the invention the storage space is accessible
by displacement of the table surface away from the storage space. According to a
preferred feature of the invention the table surface is pivotally supported about a transverse

axis to provide said access.




or both legs of the occupant and an inactive position which it is |ocated
substantially clear of the space. [0018] According to a further preferred
feature of the invention the frane supports a generally level table
surface |l ocated forward and upward of the seat. According to a preferred
feature of the invention the table sur%ace is novable in the fore and aft
direction. According to preferred feature of the invention the table
surface pgpqgssoci a | fusth (o) -

surface. ’[Ac%or di ngkt%gm)aam 81?a err eglr @ggetrﬁe?gg%# et(ﬁfgthg?%\%gl{ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%%p&%? Iallge
space conpthedmmea atieasten thatregibn iof thel indadddypasiioai of ekt hwadeif thehctigdnk even
surface. ,According to a preferred feature of the invention the storage
space is! @Eé@ﬁ@%é’oswndfisé)ﬁ?‘&é%}?b agpshiping giags W%@gé%WgFQ%ﬁqlghe
storage spaGshi hShBAnk M cadle) 88 LRSS BLMishi i EIME - Qbnt fig table
surface is pi&%?gﬁﬁy supg rteamgbgﬁtag tfang%géﬁﬁggﬁ?guﬁgﬁ roﬁgg%‘@gid
access. Bushjairighedusc xatonting o aprefertel deatyre of dheriaderft@atthe eusbfontrgeméamgent i on

t he upper_portio of the frane,. at least in the region of the intended
bosi ¢+ orisopigk O neifes o ko BED b ahicoRBRe 14 ATk BHatg o Sentn tes
provi dednutihf oflikd sieARl 9%n FBARSDIYsIRAUNdI ng the region, said cushioning
means having the capacity to provide cushioning and visibility through the
cushi oni M§20teans. Acewditigig aelzrpd &ature of tiiecaventimnche hivel supperniagachhe
cushi oning neans. .4 s forned of nettin r like material, According tqQ a

or of er r e PEALOr et A FR TPPRETORDeE vy e AEPPBROYG R kel vald Setond 5
state of sipasi duptdd B2 edceNeCHIediripits GfahBrREGFIEdn fpaddd Rlffont Movienthent i on
t he hand support are each associated with a second support supported from

t he resp&spedfize iaad syrnesls, Axspulingwonprefetadpfioatureefaibe davention dcheightiofe
arnpits L. | at i on gbove the respective hand
supportsmeﬁ%éc})glfigﬁﬁﬁlg&f%%lghg? géjtggﬁgndfﬁlgg{)rﬁsr%ano Y[aﬁlgé'i nventi on the hei ght of

t he seco[d2guppor t sct@ldiig toea prefirRd fo@net SUBP AitehtioA Thdene/Bdrel Bompdédd 1]
According to a preferred feature of the invention the one panel conprises

the rear N5dR¥) Pangl cOFUIHYE (2 Rfpiasbicniae phthedneengpn thieforygdmaneand:aé
forvard panehne3NM hel dréRHhedlsa Shift RAIeni? for med as a single panel

el enent .

[0022] According to a preferred feature of the invention the panels are formed as
frames.
[0023] The invention will be more fully understood in the light of the following

description of several specific embodiments.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0024] The description is made with reference to the accompanying drawings of
which:

[0025] Figure 1 is a side elevation of a walker according to the first embodiment;
[0026] Figure 2 is a rear elevation of a walker according to the first embodiment;
[0027] Figure 3 is a plan view of the walker according to the first embodiment;

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0028] Each of the embodiments comprises a walking aid which is intended to

provide confidence to a occupant of limited mobility in order to engender in that occupant




[ 0022] According to a preferred feature of the invention the panels are
formed as franes. [0023] The invention will be nore fully understood in
the light of the following description of several specific enbodi nents.
Brief Description of the Drawi ngs [0024] The description is made with

reference to the acconpanyi ng drawi ngspof which: [0025] Figure | is a side

el evati on of a wal ker accordi ng to the first enbodi nent; [0026] Figure 2

i gur e sufSLYBbatshls Attt SRR Cobus i RAREINC ey

Det ai | edaﬁé&&lefdfm:lnﬁu’lnt@ﬁl drl‘devélap/&mrlrﬁ@blﬁ@%%e draatiordfeqhifés. enbodi nent s
conprises a wal Ki nghal d which 1s intended to provide confidence to a

occupant [092°]) i ni t edheriit embpdimeng py showmatdrigeasidr 2 prd 3 sampeisesuplipme d1a

| evel use
the aid Po el Ene R ErEln o 5BaHOER SBLBTRNS ki arl £ R peb 12
si tuati oh5 ned)iP ke a fHRR2dparkhé3f Thstoventend bﬁﬁt&tfraﬁﬁe shapporadd dtithpic@terd, 2
andSCo ris frame ay. in plan, e_con ration of a
rectangl & bt e P§%’s°f1 V?’-'i‘eégsrljpa B¢ frgme g§¥1‘%¥ Iy Bt Lelg Grgalgr thgndhag of
forward ’}fhn‘i’é e corners
the fr arrgﬁg?kﬁﬁgimg%é t&h\ﬂgée te YFEQF%hr ane délﬁésﬁgag%ﬁ g%p% helﬁght greater
t han thafoosd] the dbe tqaarpane/lhmlnrgedlg supportddeat fona skleVilyem sd¢thudthimges fpant i s

Si ooy o BERGHHSh RE byt i 4g iDARBtdedgt e ikt e ol eCHRARERh ST | <

provi dedc@petdi€ wathiBE oBkr§id®batdlq 9'F@e RARNEland %talﬁQH@Fera@%)ﬁléMﬁ theth@se@t her
si de panel 19 of the frane and retain the rear panel he cl osed

posi t i onpgsiors(asekdwn)[ 0031] The si de panel s 15 and 19 each include a

he T or 8P a. handSPF pos Saitu T4 49 Ehch PeBigd ot Ne dpfod 18 S4RBRL" 1

posi ti on2Dfs praeided fkth 2BardedupPert VR feeMrh Dfiatind&HIIM afd atdh@ch-1iREBedodd
support 25. The position of the strut 21 can be varied in its height on the frame to
accommodate for the height of the occupant and similarly the height of the crutch-like
second support 25 can be varied to accommodate for variations in the height of the
occupant.
[0032] The wheels are provided with a braking means which is controlled from
controls associated with the hand supports whereby the user is able to control the
movement of the frame over the ground.
[0033] The rear panel 13 supports a seat panel 27 which is pivotally supported
from the rear panel to be moveable between an active position as shown at which it
provides a generally horizontal surface extending forwardly from the interior of the door to
provide a seating surface and an inactive position at which it lies in a generally upward
position closely adjacent the rear panel and clear of the space defined by the frame. In
addition the rear panel supports a backrest 29 which cooperates with the seat panel 27
when in the active position to provide backrest for the seat provided by the seat panel. In
addition the frame supports a pair of arm rests (not shown) which are located in association
with the seat panel when in the active position for use by the occupant when seated. The
seat panel, back rest and arm panels are upholstered to provide long term comfort for the

occupant.
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accommodat e for the height of the occupant and simlarly the height of the
crutch-like second support 25 can be varied to accommobdate for variations
in the height of the occupant. [0032] The wheels are provided with a
braki ng nmeans which is controlled from controls associated with the hand
supports whereby the user is able to c9ntro| the novenent of the frane
over the ground. [0033] The rear panel 13 supports a seat panel 27 which is

pi vot al | porte f angl .t e veahl e hetween .an active
posi ti on¥%10§h£hovm iheﬁ}a%ﬁ?tﬁeﬁs%ﬁ (\)/lfeS e§00 re%eﬂe‘?’g%’ 37%}%‘% PA yﬁ?ﬂ g’cee
ext endi ndrono pueyl BByarkdrig o ddial alvhéof dic Sfat bigel PTQindt Below ey ede]l &f heatitng

surface and an inactive position_ at which it lies in a generally upward
posi t i on PaRGsEhsp WgthsasHve pRetiprar opdende Paendde pdaptrett fonthesqraupanteflhsed by

the fra : Lt t . i ch:
cooper a{rg%mfvég% hsaét%%%ﬁlg g)gtb%gl%nﬁfel?{';1@7lpeea\;/%/%enng‘l51 ﬁa?‘{? A ?%0:?1\6/‘% k%gg’l&lt al%g na\i\(fi(llz)l %;}lrvg vi de
backr est pbsitiofh hiewhiehtit wilbasiteleugwardlpeind sabstaaially pataticl wilkl tHel fooht tpagel33ame

supports a ir armrests (not _shown) which are |located in association
with theagﬁég]l%arp%fr%? SRARE Ae “?thWég%gPWe position for use by the occupant

when seajgfds) The  S¢@irdRpghel 3@%}?&1’%3%%}%% @;%?%?c@&ilo?%@ laﬁ%a%rcﬁd to

provide I'ong termconfort for the occ rame further
suppor t s the feabpanebandlis mdviceble dxtverd an retivanzusition dsrshowh heFighreohat whinkit 33

and is | ocat ed .ahead of .the seat panel. 27 and be the | evel .of the seat
panel - whih e o adrghial BdRE BrTa 5 Be s Py 800 2 TEYAREGE VIR ne
occupant podifién af WRICh §lies! 2n&al NidirPthe REAMESs r@‘ﬂﬁgﬁ@tﬁtﬁéﬁﬁ@ﬂa@{lﬁd@&k ¥Ethe

position as shown and an 1nactive position at which'it will extend
upwar dl y spasd defibed binthiedkanye. pEncalek e¢st @b tihpasiteoned dmbe pblndd r@8iveand ocbethr of

t he space.def.i ne the frane. [003 The.front panel 33 further supports
a leg reSf g@ée%&éﬁé’?%cuf’%rgﬁ%a 1%&’5583%)41)(.’?%‘31%@1? Sﬁagﬁéﬁléand i s nmoveabl e
bet ween gov3ect i ve [dB8iftdndfigthes BEIYortdta bW RwhicAlexWHdS Redrivardly fdenHeal |y
horizontal and lies in front of the seat panel 27 and a substantive

verti cal fropbsrnal ga- g depirechthiettablieesn dsrremanvelle ramiithe framec okitei table Bk ist he
front papgl,.frdQfh G t?a%fr 34 (thctﬁals slidable rearwardly from underneath the table 37 and
provides a drawer in association with the table 37.
[0037] The frame further supports head restraint 41 which is formed of a suitable
netting and is intended to surround the head of the occupant in a spaced relation to the
head. The head restraint 41 is supported from the corners of the frame by suitable ties 43
which maintain the head restraint in the state of tension.
[0038] The rear of each side frame is provided with a handle (not shown) which
can be used by a carer to wheel the walker as required.
[0039] The frame according to the first embodiment is foldable in order that it can
be collapsed to be stored and/or transported. In addition at least some of the elements such
as the seat, back rest, arm rests, foot rest, leg rest and/or table can be readily removed to
facilitate the collapse of the frame and to reduce its weight when collapsed.
[0040] The second embodiment as shown at Figures 4, 5, 6 and 7 comprises a
frame 111 having in plan, the configuration of a rectangle and comprises a rear panel 113,
side panels 115 and 119 and a forward panel 133 The lower end of the frame is supported
at the corners of the frame by a set of wheels 112. The frame generally has a height such
that when an occupant is in a standing position within the space defined by the frame the

upper transverse strut 121 of the side frames can be grasped by the occupant.




space defined by the frame. The leg rest 35 is positioned to be able to
receive one or both of the |l egs of the occupant when in the seated
position on the seat panel. [0036] The franme further supports a table 37
which extends rearwardly fromthe front panel 33. If desired the table can
be renovable fromthe frane. The tableg37 is associated with a tray 39
which is slldable rearwardly fron1unde§neath the table 37 and provides a
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generally has a such when an ‘occupant Is 1 n a standing
poSi ti onfmmhampmh@tbﬂm@tdéfhemmpayt the frame the upper transver se strut
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from the rear panel to be moveable between an active position as shown at which it
provides a generally horizontal surface extending forwardly from the interior of the door to
provide a seating surface and an inactive position at which it lies in a generally upward
position closely adjacent the rear panel and clear of the space defined by the frame.

[0045] In addition the rear panel supports a backrest 129 which cooperates with the
seat panel 127 when the seat panel is in the active position to provide backrest for the
occupant when in the seated position on the seat panel. Thee backrest can also provide
some rearward support for the occupant when in the standing position.

[0046] In addition the frame supports a pair of arm rests 143 which are located in
association with the seat panel when in the active position for use by the occupant when
seated. The seat panel, back rest and arm panels are upholstered to provide long term
comfort for the occupant. The arm rests are capable of a pivotal movement on the side
frames such that their inclination can be varied.

[0047] The frame further supports a footrest 131 which extends rearwardly from
the front panel 133 and is located ahead of the seat panel 127 and below the level of the
seat panel when in the active position in order to provide a footrest for the occupant. The

footrest is capable of being moved between an active position as shown and an inactive



[0042] As stated above the side panels 115 and 119 each include an upper
transverse strut 121 and each strut 121 is provided with a hand support in
the formof a handgrip 123 and a crutch-li ke second support 125. The
position of the strut 121 can be varied in its height on the franme to
acconmodat e for the height of the occugant and simlarly the height of the
crutch-like second support 125 can be varied to accommobdate for variations
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[0050] The rear of each side frame is provided with a handle 145 which can be

used by a carer to wheel the walker as required.

[0051] In use the walking aid according to the first and second embodiment is to be
occupied by the occupant using the frame who can enter the space defined by the frame
through the rear panel 13 or 113 when in the open position. Once the rear panel 13 113
has been closed the occupant is then able to support themselves by utilisation of the
handgrips 33 or 133 and/or by the crutch-like second supports 25 or 125 which are
received under the armpits of the user and in the case of the first embodiment with the head
located within the confines of the head restraint 41. By controlling the braking means
provided in association with the support the user is then able to readily move over the
ground. Because the hand grips are located to each side of the user and the frame provides
support to the front, rear and both sides of the user the degree of confidence established by
the user is greatly increased compared to the walking aids currently in use. In addition in
the case of the first embodiment, in the event that the frame should tip over, the head
restraint 41 serves to protect the head against any significant impact forces that are likely
to be sustained otherwise as a result of the occupant’s head striking the ground. In addition

the walking aid incorporates a seat whereby the user is able to occupy a seated position



position substantially parallel with the front panel 133 such that it lies
substantially clear of the space defined by the frane. [0048] The front
panel 133 can further support a leg rest (not shown) which is |ocated
ahead of the seat panel and is noveabl e between an active position at which
it is generally horizontal and lies ijyfront of the seat panel and a
substantially vertical position at which it lies generally wthin the
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[0055] The frame of the each of the embodiments can be formed of any suitable
material including plastics, fibre reinforced plastics or resin and /or metal.
[0056] The walking aid according to each of the embodiments provides a stable
support environment for a occupant and as a result it is anticipated that the degree of
confidence created by the use of the device can be greatly increased compared to current
walking aids and thus increase the degree of incentive to a occupant to maintain their
mobility. It is anticipated that the embodiments will provide lateral and rearward support
for users and provide support for a user when preparing to sit on a chair, bed or toilet by
providing support whilst the user is turning and in the transition in moving rearwardly
from the walking aid to the chair, bed or toilet when they are most vulnerable. In addition
the presence of the seat, foot rest, leg rest and table with a drawer encourage the use of the
walking aid according to the embodiments for meals, writing, reading or resting to reduce
the often undesirable tendency for a person to spend long periods in a chair, a lounge or

bed. Therefore the walking aid provides a healthy alternative.




the case of the first enbodinent, in the event that the franme should tip
over, the head restraint 41 serves to protect the head agai nst any
significant inpact forces that are likely to be sustained otherw se as a
result of the occupant's head striking the ground. In addition the walking
aid incorporates a seat whereby the USﬁ{ is able to occupy a seated
position 10 whilst within the frame. In this regard, the seat can be
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W t hout [0968)i ng t olf shaukl bchapplecin®l thaDhe3topeofahe Presénttilventioh adédBsitte t he
support eleneqfs gf the franme éﬁgh as the seat, back rest, armrests, foot
rest, | e§SHaded Rl Barticupy scons of the pmbadiments descrihef @BeYfent in  order that
the frame can be custom sed to accomodate for occupants of varying build
and nobility. [0054] In the case of each of the enbodinments the frane can
be provided with mrrors to enable the occupant to be aware of their
surroundings to either side and/or to their rear. In addition seat belt or
li ke restraints may be provided to provide energency support for the
occupant in the event of the walking aid tipping and/or striking an
obstruction and conmng to a sudden halt. [0055] The frame of the each of

t he enbodi nents can be forned of any suitable material including plastics,
fibre reinforced plastics or resin and /or netal. [0056] The wal king aid
according to each of the enbodi nents provides a stable support environnent
for a occupant and as a result it is anticipated that the degree of
confidence created by the use of the device can be greatly increased
conpared to current wal king aids and thus increase the degree of incentive
to a occupant to nmaintain their




mobility. It is anticipated that the enbodiments will provide |ateral and
rearward support for users and provide support for a user when preparing
to sit on a chair, bed or toilet by providing support whilst the user is
turning and in the transition in noving rearwardly fromthe walking aid to
the chair, bed or toilet when they ar e, 41ost vul nerable. In addition the
presence of the seat, foot rest, leg rest and table with a drawer encourage
the use of the walking aid accordin%hhgﬁthe enbodi ments for neal s,

witing, reading or resting to reduce e often undesirable tendency for a
person to _spend |ong periods in a chair, a |lounge or bed. Therefore the
wal ki ng dihg clapray deferngthe davention areras follawsye. 11 [ 0057] Throughout the
specification, unless the context requires otherw se, the word "conprise"
or variations such as "conprises" or "conprising”, will be understood to
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outwardly fromthe space’to ena entry an an occu to and
from t he spacéont the dgroamdbpeai seg of whpels) the sider pmetsheachrtasing byjaml spponf
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to enable the occupant to support themselves from the frame when in the standing

position, a braking means adapted to control the wheels, the braking means being

connected to controls associated with the hand supports.

2. A walking aid as claimed at claim 1 wherein the height of the frame can be varied.

3. A walking aid as claimed at claim 1 or 2 wherein the panels are of substantially the

same height.

4. A walking aid as claimed at claim 1 or 2 or 3 wherein the other panels are fixedly

interconnected.

5. A walking aid as claimed at claim 4 wherein two or more of the other panels are

formed as a single panel element.

6. A walking aid as claimed at claim 1 or 2 wherein the frame is capable of being

collapsed to a storable condition.




to enabl e the occupant to support thenselves fromthe frame when in the
standing position, a braking neans adapted to control the wheels, the
braki ng means being connected to controls associated with the hand
supports. 2. Awalking aid as clained at claim 1l wherein the height of the
frame can be varied. 3. A walking aid clainmed at claim1 or 2 wherein
the panels are of substantially the sanme height. 4. A walking aid as

clainmed at £l aj . Of . r.el f

nt er connected ek oidpPliah R § icreh 1} BRRG SRl fonel Sty o

of the other pappektsd &oen eakchothed as a single panel element. 6. A wal king aid
as clainmed at claiml or 2 wherein the franme is capable of being collapsed
to a storable condition. 13 7. Awalking aid as clained at claim®6 wherein

the adj acend. ¢f hetkipgned as dmpd viat@hiny 6 sUPPtidreid the gineRCircOithero 8. A
wal king aid as, clained at claim6 or 7 wherein the panels are able to be

di sconnect ed flisenesie fiopneach otherA wal ki ng ai d as claimed at any one of the
preceding clains wherein the seat is novable to an active position at
which it is positioned to support the occupant in the seated position and
an i nactived-péswelking aid agtplaimetltat phe one ob sheapreseling cloinenwherein ths sespiace.

10. A wal ki ng_ai i ” j erein the seat | ivotall.
supported fr o%ﬁ)v? ?llgst? %g%gﬂfegp@stéuﬁ%gﬂea ]T%}é\églestpv?élélﬁn?(ﬁg) qep f)l(/tgh%g%? ?%tnlxand

the inactive peschtcdposifidn afl MBinketnG IsHioaSt GhivhiEkesaubsth@iay 1k of the
wherein the vertical displacenment of the seat fromthe ground is able to
be varied. 125P3&Cwal king aid as clainmed at claim9 or 10 or 11 wherein the
seat is supported from the rear panel. 13. A walking aid as clained at

claim9 or 10 or 11 wherein the frame supports a back
10. A walking aid as claimed at claim 9 wherein the seat is pivotally supported from

the frame to be moveable between the active position and the inactive position.

11. A walking aid as claimed at claim 9 or 10 wherein the vertical displacement of the

seat from the ground is able to be varied.

12. A walking aid as claimed at claim 9 or 10 or 11 wherein the seat is supported from

the rear panel.

13. A walking aid as claimed at claim 9 or 10 or 11 wherein the frame supports a back
rest which is positioned in relation to the seat to provide support for the back of the

occupant seated when in the seated position.

14. A walking aid as claimed at claim 13 wherein the vertical displacement of the back

rest is able to be varied.

15. A walking aid as claimed at claim 13 or 14 wherein the inclination of the backrest

is able to be varied. ]

16. A walking aid as claimed at claim 13 or 14 or 15 wherein the back rest is supported

by the rear panel.



rest which is positioned in relation to the seat to provide support for the
back of the occupant seated when in the seated position. 14. A wal king aid
as claimed at claim 13 wherein the vertical displacenent of the back rest
is able to be varied. 15. A walking aid as clained at claim 13 or 14
wherein the inclination of the backres{l4 is able to be varied. ] 16. A

wal king aid as clainmed at claim 13 or 14 or 15 wherein the back rest is
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support for the qccupant in the seated position. 18. A walking aid as

clai ned at cl &psHiaedipdreide suppor fepihapcaypain therepied pesideich  ar nr est  about
an upright axis is able to be adjusted. 19. A wal king aid as cl ainmed at

claim17 or_ 18 wherein the armrests are pivotally sugiported about a
transver se Hkifs Webingajduast slaimedoft oldimi 17 wheteim thel angulazGlisplagemenhaf edch as

cl aimed at cl ?1; e%t%b%kt ﬁw%{gr%gg%% eigal}egg%ug{egr ests are supported from

t he si de pane as clai at claim 17 or 18 or 19 or 20
wherein the armrests are supported fromthe rear panel and are novable to

a retracted siton to, al l.ow t er.al v of the occupant fr t he
seat when i .%hga %3’(51 ?)Soglfutr?eéilngt @?Fﬂ A?D\%ﬁgﬁ%er ’incﬁlﬁé'm&rﬁfl’![ F Bltvo_f?ﬁmy one
of the precedkighotediaBButWhisidisd 438 fof adfBstneHPPRhES ikliha&R est positioned
forward of the seat to be accessible by the occupant in the seated

position. 23. A walking aid as clainmed at claim?22 wherein the footrest is

pivotally spppOka@ng f4i@mst dinfddasclhin 1MOYEMB Y RELWRENN 3hs WPRRKEs RRSi tion
at which it can support the occupant's feet when the occupant is in the

seat ed positi ewpnengd fronethesiteadnelposi tion at which it lies substantially
clear of the space.

21. A walking aid as claimed at claim 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 wherein the arm rests are
supported from the rear panel and are movable to a retracted position to allow

lateral movement of the occupant from the seat when in the seated position.

22. A walking aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the frame
supports a footrest positioned forward of the seat to be accessible by the occupant

in the seated position.

23. A walking aid as claimed at claim 22 wherein the footrest is pivotally supported
from the frame for movement between a support position at which it can support
the occupant’s feet when the occupant is in the seated position and a retracted

position at which it lies substantially clear of the space.

24. A walking aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the frame
includes a leg rest positioned to be accessible by the occupant when in the seated

position.

25. A walking aid as claimed at claim 24 wherein the leg rest is moveable between an

active position at which it is located forward of the seat and at a height to receive




24. A walking aid as clained at any one of the preceding clains wherein the
frame includes a leg rest positioned to be accessible by the occupant when
in the seated position. 25. A walking aid as clainmed at claim 24 wherein
the leg rest is noveable between an active position at which it is |ocated
forward of the seat and at a height to éeceive 15 and support one or both
| egs of the occupant and an inactive pl) ition which it is |ocated
substantially clear of the s e. A wal ki ng aid as clained at,any one
of "the pr ocen?iih Saimer et T RER i the ApiPad AR Sedfecn@idi yRkadEY Cabi o
surface | ocat éstafedrsubdishtialigl clepief e gpackhe seat. 27. A wal king aid as
clainmed at claim26 wherein the table surface is novable in the fore and
aft direction. 28. A walking aid as clainmed at claim 26 or 27 wherein the
tabl e surfapse A GaResOsidadseaimdi 28y Ine'AdEe PRAEANS REALS RSN hambabl e
surface. 29. A walking aid as clained at claim26 or 27 or 28 wherein the
st orage space SURPoHpeigsreraldy vehieblewhifads lpeates fodwdst ynd spwindenf thgtet. t he
tabl e surface. 30. A walking aid as clainmed at claim26 or 27 or 28 or 29
wherein the storage space is accessible by displacenment of the table
surface awad’.#r walkitgeaid tascgmed pacleim 26 . wherah kKhagbki ghrfase ¢ mowade &t thel ai m
30 wherein th tabﬁlie §urface is pivotally supported about a transverse
axis to provi (¥c&Rd ALATEHOD 35 A wal king aid as claimed at any one of the
precedi ng clains wherein the upper portion of the franme, at least in the
region of the . ntended. posjtion of the he f .the accupant when in the
st andi ng po&'ﬁ wﬁlilqgsalﬁ%daae LG BERT Wﬁ?ﬁ?gl heaetde s aedtAtrigicdhe
region, said GHel g&%@sﬂ%@%a{gg\%ﬁ%ﬂlg%b%&_y to provide cushioning
and visibility through the cushioning neans. 33. A wal king aid as cl ai ned
at claim 32 wherein the cushioning nmeans is formed of netting or |ike
l”ﬂ(:f 'mi't . ?%%Aﬁg&éﬁﬁ!ﬁ%%ﬂi 3l 1Al IR 3 of'23 &P 38 WHISLiR! e 'G5 BE5pdRY OF
comprises a drawer which is slidably received under the table surface.

30. A walking aid as claimed at claim 26 or 27 or 28 or 29 wherein the storage space is

accessible by displacement of the table surface away from the storage space.

31.A walking aid as claimed at claim 30 wherein the table surface is pivotally

supported about a transverse axis to provide said access.

32. A walking aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the upper
portion of the frame, at least in the region of the intended position of the head of
the occupant when in the standing position, is provided with a cushioning means
surrounding the region, said cushioning means having the capacity to provide

cushioning and visibility through the cushioning means.

33. A walking aid as claimed at claim 32 wherein the cushioning means is formed of

netting or like material,

34. A walking aid as claimed at claim 33 wherein the netting or like material is in a

state of tension.




state of tension. 16 3 5. A walking aid as clainmed at any one of the
preceding clainms wherein the hand supports are each associated with a
second support supported fromthe respective side panel, said second
support adapted to receive the arnpits of the occupant in spaced relation
above the respective hand supports. 3 6, A walking aid as clainmed at claim
3 5 wherein the height of the second sUpports relative to the hand

supports c e ried, 37. | kKing aid as claimed at any ope of the
precedi ng g{%agrﬁé’ &idnasy ﬂ@mb%’ﬁ@a treme g @ﬁrnr%@éhqgh@améawgﬁﬂbt e I@BH

wal king aid a e g@&gl east
one side panglll gfﬂg@?‘g?%ﬁ g@%@?ﬁg@egeggﬁ%%‘k@l erreﬁ?(grq;’g th@ﬁ%})?\%wgl d as

cl ai med at anyidempandf sdithseqmdsappory aMmedm whaveithe drhpitpafiehes oaupantfiar med

as frames. 40. A ai d subst tially as herel n described with
reference to ?%eiaeé%tf%‘%ﬁ?v%@e rgﬁpg N dwnd Supp

36. A walking aid as claimed at claim 35 wherein the height of the second supports

relative to the hand supports can be varied.

37. A walking aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the one panel

comprises the rear panel.

38. A walking aid as claimed at claim 35 wherein the forward panel and at least one

side panel are formed as a single panel element.

39. A walking aid as claimed at any one of the preceding claims wherein the panels are

formed as frames.

40. A walking aid substantially as herein described with reference to the accompanying

drawings.




