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(57) Abstract: A method includes providing a sample holder having a plasmonic layer and applying the sample to the sample holder.
The sample is illuminated and an image formed. The method enables identifying a structure in the sample from the image based at least
partly on its colour. The colour can encode a structural property of the sample, preferably without staining. The method can be used to
differentiate a state of at least one cell in a sample. Application to identification of cancer and non-cancer abnormalities are disclosed.
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