Provided is a nethod of reading a mark and an apparatus for the sane in
which a mark fornmed on a portion other than a base in a functional device
formati on body such as a magnetic head slider is quickly and accurately
redd. A normal incident illumnation light is irradiated onto a device
formati on surface in which an identificgglon mark of a magnetic head slider
is formed. Thus generated reflected light is imaged by a CCD camera. Thus
obt ai ned vi deo signal has sufficiently high contrast to differentiate
between the identification mark and the periphery of the identification
mark. The viABSFBRACIhal fromthe CCD canera is inputted to an i mage
processi ng apparatus. The inmage processing apparatus identifies the
identification mark based on the video signal and further converts the
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Provided is a method of reading a mark and an apparatus for the
same in which a mark formed on a portion other than a base in a functional
device formation body such as a magnetic head slider is quickly and
accurately read. A normal incident illumination light is irradiated onto a
device formation surface in which an identification mark of a magnetic head
slider is formed. Thus generated reflected light is imaged by a CCD
camera. Thus obtained video signal has sufficiently high contrast to
differentiate between the identification mark and the periphery of the
identification mark. The video signal from the CCD camera is inputted to an
image processing apparatus. The image processing apparatus identifies
the identification mérk based on the video signal and further converts the

video signal into identification information.
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