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TOOTHPI CKS AND TOOTHPI CK FRAME This invention relates to toothpicks and

taothpick holders or frames .BACKGROUND TO-THE-NVENTI ON Toot hpi-eks—are-
generally provided as single itens, or in containers holding a plurality of

separate toot hpicks. They may be of wood or synthetic plastics. It is not
generally practical for an individual to carry single toothpicks in their
pockets, purwe9Th3mlbag, etc. The toot hpi cks are easily | oPCTNZIGEINY
broken, and it is not very hygienic. Furthernore, the containers for
holding a plurality of toothpicks are nofl -generally designed for personal
‘use, but rather for offering toothpicks

TOOTHPICKS AND TOOTHPICK FRAME

This invention relates to toothpicks and toothpick holders or frames.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

Toothpicks are generally provided as single items, or in
containers holding a plurality of separate toothpicks. They may be of
wood or synthetic plasﬁcs. It is not generally practical for an individual
to carry single toothpicks in their pockets, purse, handbag, etc. The
toothpicks are easily lost, readily broken, and it is not very hygienic.
Furthermore, the containers for holding a plurality of toothpicks are not
generally designed for personal use, but rather for offering toothpicks

for use in public places, such as restaurants.

it is important that toothpicks, énd especially the pick end or
ends, be protected from damage. Further, where a plurality of picks
are provided in é cohtainer or holder it is important that each pick be
securely retained and protected in the container or holder until it is

required.

Thus, it is an object of the present invention to provide
toothpicks in a toothpick holder which provides a convenient personal
package and which protects the toothpicks from damage, and/or which
reduces or overcomes some of the above mentioned problems, or at

least which provides the public with a useful alternative.

Other objects of the invention will become appérent from the

fol!o_wing description which is given by way of example only.
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for use in public places, such as restaurants. It is inportant that

t oot hpi cks, and especially the pick end or ‘ends, be protected from damage.
Further, where a plurality of picks are prOV|ded in a contai ner or hol der
it is inportant that each pick be securely retained and protected in the
container or holder until it is required. Thus, it is an object of the

present inveRpigeAszds® pProvide toothpicks in a toothpick hol dgfyNddshbiie
provi des a conveni ent personal package and which protects the toothpicks
from damage, and/or which reduces or overgones sone of the above nentioned
probl ens, or at |east which provides the public with a useful alternative.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

According to one aspect of thé present invention there is
provided a toothpick holder comprising a support means and at least
one toothpick, the or each toothpick having at least one connection to
the support means, said support means providing protection for the
one or more toothpicks from forces applied in at least two orthogdnal

directions.

in one preferred form said support means of a toothpick holder
of the present invention may protect at least the longitudinal sides and

one end of the one or more toothpicks in at least one plane.

In another preferred form of the invention the support means

may surround said one or more toothpicks in one plane.

In a preferred form of the invention there may be a plurality of

toothpicks.

In a preferred form, each toothpick may be connected to the

support means at a handle end.

In a further preferred form of the invention in which the support
means comprises a frame, adjacent toothpicks may be oppositely
disposed in the support means, the handle ends of adjacent toothpicks
connected to opposite sides of the support means.
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O her objects of the invention will become apparent fromthe foll ow ng
description which is given by way of exanple only. -2- DI SCLOSURE OF

| NVENTI ON_According to-one aspect—of the presert—i-aventi on t here—s

provi ded a toot hpi ck hol der conprising a peripheral frame defining a space
in which a plurality of toothpicks are confined, each toothpick conprising

a handle and a blade and forned integrally with but
: WO 97/13472 PCT/NZ96/00114
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In a further preferred form of the toothpick holder of the present
invention, the support means may have a base plate adapted to attach

the toothpick holder in a match-book-type folder.

in a further preferred form, the toothpick holder may further

comprise at least one holding means for retaining a used toothpick.

Preferably said holding means may comprise a receiving means
on the support means, said receiving means adapted to receive the
handle end of a toothpick and hold said toothpick securely in the

support means.

in a further preferred form of the toothpick holder of the present
invention each toothpick may have a handle and a blade. Preferably
said handle may have a polygonal cross-section, most preferably

square.

In a preferred form of the invention said blade may hévé a
triangular cross-section with an upper edge and angled sides forming a
sharpened lower edge, said upper edge forming a point at one end,
opposite the handle end, and said sharpened lower edge curving to
meet said point of said upper edge to form the pick end of the

toothpick.

Preferably, an angle between the sides of the biade at the
‘sharpened lower edge may be between substantially 25° and 30°, and

most preferably substantially 27°.

This Sheet Has Been RTilaced
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separable fromsaid peripheral frane at an end of the handle renote from

t he bl ade, and said peripheral frame providing protection for the

t oot hpi cks fromforcesapplied in at |east two orthogonal directions. In a
preferred formof the invention adjacent toothpicks nmay be oppositely

di sposed in the peripheral frame, the handl e ends of adjacent toothpicks
connect ed to e sides of the frane. -3-1n a furtpgbN q&SLJed

f orm of the k hol der of the present

-4 -

In one preferred form of the invention the toothpick holder may |
be made of plastics material, and preferably manufactured as a single

piece by injection moulding.

According to a further aspect of the present invention there is
provided a toothpick comprising a handle and a blade, said blade
having a triangular cross-section, comprising an upper edge and angled
sides forming a sharpened lower edge, and wherein said upper edge of
said blade forms a point at one end, opposite the handle end, and said
sharpened lower edge curves to meet said point of said upper' edge to

form a pick end of the toothpick.

Other aspects of the present invention may become apparent
from the following description which is given by way of example only,

and with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS
Figure 1:
Shows a plan view of a toothpick holder of the present invention

in one embodiment.

Figure

- Shows views from each end of the toothpick holder of figure 1.

Figure 3:
Shows A. a side view and B. a plan view of one embodiment of

a toothpick of a toothpick holder of the present invention. _
//__,,
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I nvention, the peripheral frane may have a base plate adapted to attach the
t oot hpi ck hol der in a match-book-type folder. In a further preferred form

t he _t oot hpick holder may further conprise at |east one hol di ng.oeans for
retaining a used toothpick. Preferably said holding neans nay conprise a
receiving nmeans on the peripheral frame, said receiving neans adapted to
receive the handle end of a toothpick and hold said toothpick securely in

t he peri phemadofrrzame. Preferably the handl e of each toot hpipck/Nzagothae a
pol ygonal cross-section, nost preferably square. In a preferred formof the
I nvention said blade of each toothpick-5- -

Figure 4:

Shows a front end view of the toothpick of figure 3.

Figure 5:
Shows a plan view of a toothpick holder of the present invention

in an alternative embodiment.

Figure 6:
Shows a toothpick holder of the present invention in a match-
book-type folder.

DETAILS DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
A toothpick holder 1 of the present invention, in a preferred
embodiment, as shown in figure 1, may comprise support means 2,

base plate 3 and a plurality of toothpicks 4.

In the embodiment shown in figures 1 to 3 the support means 2
is a frame, substantially square or rectangular in shape. In this
embodiment the support means 2 entirely surrounds the plurality of
toothpicks 4 in one plane. Thus, pressure applied transverse to that
plane, in the form of an unintentionat force, would not cause individual
toothpicks to bend and be dislodged from the support means 2.
Intentional force applied within the frame to a single toothpick would
however, be able to separate a toothpick for use. Further, the
toothpicks 4, and especially the pointed or pick ends 5, are protected

from damage by forces applied parallel to the plane of the support



may have a triangular cross-section with an upper edge and angl ed sides

form ng a sharpened | ower edge, said upper edge formng a point at one end,

opposite the handl e end, and said sharpened | ower edge curving to neet said

poi nt of said upper edge to formthe pick end of the toothpick. Preferably,

an angl e between the sides of the blade at the sharpened | ower edge may be

bet ween substantially 25[err] and 30, and nost preferably substantially 27.
WO 97/13472 PCT/NZ96/00114
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means 2, i.e. the plurality of toothpicks 4 are situated within the plane

of the support means and protected by its sides 6a, b, c, d.

Each toothpick 4 has a handle 7 and a blade 8. Referring to
figures 3 and 4 it can be seen that, in a preferred embodiment, the
handle 7 has a four-sided cross-section. The handle may alternatively
have a circular or other polygonal cross-section. The biade 8 has a
substantially triangular cross-section with a flat upper edge 9 and
lateral sides 10 which form a lower knife edge 11. The upper edge 9
forms a point 12 opposite the handle end. The lower knife edge 11
has a cufved profile which from an apex 11a curves to join the upper

edge 9 at its point 12 to form the pick end 5 of the toothpick 4.

The angle at which the lateral sides 10 form the lower knife
edge 11 is preferably in the range 256° - 30° and, in the embodiment of

the invention shown in the figures, is substantially 27°.

Each toothpick 4 may be connected to the support means 2 at
the end 13 of its handie 7 by a connection member 14, this connecﬁon
member 14 having a narrowed or weakened portion 15 which enables
the toothpick 4 to be separated from the support means 2 by bending

the toothpick 4 out of the plane of the support means.

In the embodiment shown in figure 1 adjacent toothpicks are
oppositely disposed, and therefore connected to the support means 2
on opposite sides 6b, 6d. It will be appreciated that other

- configurations of toothpicks within the support means 2 are envisaged



-4- In one preferred formof the invention the toothpick holder may be nade
of* plastics material, and preferably manufactured as a single piece by
injection noulding. her aspects of the present |nvention may .become .
apparent fromthe foll ow ng description which is given by way of exanple
only, and with reference to the acconpanying draw ngs. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF
DRAW NGS Figure 1: Shows a plan view of a toothpick hol der of the present

i nventi on i nwaonersgodi nent . PCT/NZ96/00114
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and included within the scope of this invention. For example, the
toothpicks may all point in the same direction with the handles all
connected on the same side of the support means, as shown in figure

5.

It will also be appreciated that a square or rectangular shape of
support means 2 is only one example of the shape of support means 2

envisaged. Other shapes are envisaged although less practical.

In addition, in the embodiment shown in fi_gur'e 5, for example, in
which the tbothpicks 4 are all conneéted to the same side 6d of the
support means 2, the support means 2 may only have three sides,
comprising a base side 6d and two lateral sides 6a, b. With such a -
configuration the support means 2 would still provide protection
against forces applied transverse to the plane of the support means,
aithough less efficiently, as well as to forces applied parallel to the

plane of the support means except at the open side.

Referring to figure 1 the support means 2 may also include a
used toothpick receptacle 17. This receptacle 17 may comprise a slot
18 in a preformed part 19 of the support means 2. This slot 18 may
have a cross-section corresponding with that of the end 13 of handle 7
of a toothpick 4, and is therefore adapted to receive the handle end 13
and hold it securely. Thus, once a toothpick 4 has been removed from
the support means 2 for use, it may be returned to the support means
for re-use. There may be a plurality of used toothpick receptacles 17

on the support means 2. However, it will be appreciated that in most



Figure 2: Shows views from each end of the toothpick hol der of figure 1.
Figure 3. Shows A a side view and B. a plan view of one enbodi nent of a

t oot hpi ck of a toothpick hol der of the present invention. WD 97/ 13472
PCT/ NZ96/ 00114  -5- Figure 4:
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cases a single receptacle will be sufficient since the product is intended
to be a personalised toothpick holder and it is envisaged that only a

single toothpick would be in use at any one time.

The toothpick holder 1 of the present invention may be of
plastics material, and the preferred form of manufacturing is by
injection moulding. It will be appreciated however that toothpick
holders and toothpicks of the invention may be made of any

substantially rigid material.

The base plate 3 may be provided on a toothpick holder 1 of the
present invention to enable the holder 1 to be incorporated into a
match-book-type folder 20, as shown in figure 6. In this configuration
advertising material can be applied to the folder 20, if required.
Alternatively, it is envisaged that advertising material may be applied

directly to the base plate 3.

It is also envisaged that toothpick holders 1 of the present
invention may be packaged in sachet-type packages, such packaging

again providing a source of advertising space.

Where in the foregoing description reference has been made to
specific components or integers of the invention having known
equivalents then such equivalents are herein incorporated as if

individually set forth.

This Sheet Has Been Reli
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Shows a front end view of the toothpick of figure 3. Figure 5. Shows a pl an
view of a toothpick holder of the present invention in an alternative
enbodi nent. Figure 6: Shows a toothpick holder of the present invention in
a match- book-type fol der. DETAILS DESCRI PTI ON OF THE.I NVENTI ON A t oot hpi ck
hol der 1 of the present invention, in a preferred enbodi nent, as shown in
figure 1, may conprise support neans 2, base plate 3 and a plurality of

t oot hpi cks 4wo 9713472 PCT/NZ96/00114

-9-

Although the invention has been described by way of example,
and with particular reference to the preferred embodiments shown in
the accompanying drawings, it should be appreciated that variations
and modifications may be made thereto, without departing from the

scope of the invention as defined in the following claims.



In the enbodi nent shown in figures 1 to 3 the support neans 2 is a frane,
substantially square or rectangular—ina—shape—Th this enbodi nent the

support nmeans 2 entirely surrounds the ' f toothpicks 4 in one

pl ane. Thus, pressure applied trm\mﬂﬁ“‘ﬂﬂ““‘ﬁ“ﬁ}“‘ | ane, in the formof an
uni ntentional force, would not cad¥&%§ 0ot hpi cks to bend and be
di sl odged fromthe support neans 2. Intentional force applied within the
frane to a siMgP¥M&Bt hpi ck woul d however, be able to separ REBLBYBIpi ck
for use. Further, the toothpicks 4, and g pecially the pointed or pick ends

5, are protected from danmage by forces applied parallel to the plane of the
support

CLAIMS

1. A toothpick holder comprising a support means and at least one
toothpick, the or each toothpick having at least one connection
to the support means, said support means providing protection
forl the one or more toothpicks from forces applied in at least

two orthogonal directions.

2. A toothpick holder according to claim 1 wherein said support
means protects at least the longitudinal sides and one end of the

one or more toothpicks in at least one plane.

3. A toothpick holder according to claim 1 wherein said support

means surrounds said one or more toothpicks in one plane.

4. A toothpick holder according to claim 3 wherein there are a
plurality of toothpicks, each adjacent toothpick oppositely

disposed in the support means.

5. A toothpick holder according to ény one of claims 1 to 3
wherein there are a plurality of toothpicks each connected to the

same side of the support means.

6. A toothpick holder according to any one of the preceding claims
wherein the or each toothpick is connected to the support

means at a handle end.

———
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WO 97/ 13472 ' PCT/ Nz96/ 00114 -6 -
neans 2, i.e. the plurality of toothpicks 4 are situated within the plane
of the support means and protected by its sides 6a, b, c, d. Each toothpick
4 has a handle 7 and a bl ade 8. Re“mmmm s 3and 4 it can be seen
that, in a preferred enbodi nent, m’ WEH' four - si ded
cross-section. The handl e may alternat?ve"ly"ha\?e a circular or other
pol ygonal crwes1gs®ii on. The bl ade 8 has a substantially trecangssesiis
cross-section with a flat upper edge 9 and

-11 -

7. A toothpick holder according to any one of the preceding claims :
further comprising a base plate, said base plate adapted to
attach the toothpick holder in a match-book-type folder.
<
8. A toothpick holder according to any one of the preceding claims
further comprising at least one holding means for retaining a

used toothpick.

9. - A toothpick holder according to claim 8 wherein said holding
means comprises a receiving means on the support means, said
receiving means adapted to receive the handle end of a
toothpick removed from the toothpick holder, and retain said

removed toothpick securely in the support means.

10. A toothpick holder according to any one of the preceding claims

made of plastics material.

11. A toothpick comprising a handle and a blade, said blade having a
triangular cross-section having an upper edge and angled sides
forming a sharpened lower edge, said upper edge forming a
point at one end, opposite the handle end, and said sharpened
lower edge meeting said point to form a pick end of the

toothpick.

12. A toothpick according to claim 11 wherein said blade has a
substantially scalpel-shape, said sharpened lower edge curving

to meet said point of the upper edge to form the pick end.

This Sheet Has Been Repl
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lateral sides 10 which forma |lower knife edge 11. The upper edge 9 fornms a
poi nt 12 opposite the handl e endwgge 11 has a curved
profile which froman apex 11 a curves to join the Upper edge 9 at its
point 12 to formthe pick end 5 of muﬁ The angle at which the
Izgterai sides 10 formthe | ower (ﬂuglm”m' m eferabl y in the range
err] - 30[er and, in the enbodl ment Lof* t e i*nvent i on sr];&z"

figures, is E’ﬂ%g%gﬁﬁ ally 27. Each toothpick 4 may be connecte %dg tﬁ
support means 2 at the end 13 of its hand/g£_ 7 by a connection menber 14,

this connection nmenber 14 -having a narrowed or weakened portion 15 which
enabl es the toothpick 4 to be separated fromthe support neans 2 by bending

13. A toothpick according to either claim 11 or claim 12 wherein the
angled sides of the blade form an angle of between substantially

25° and 30° at the sharpened lower edge.

14. A toothpick according to claim 13 wherein the angle is

substantially 27°.

15. A toothpick according to any one of claims 11 to 14 wherein
said handle has a substantially square or rectangular cross-

section.

16. A tooihpick holder of any one of claims 1 to 10 wherein the or
each toothpick has a handle and a blade, said blade having a
triangular cross-section having an upper edge and a_ngled sides

~ forming a sharpened lower edge, said upper edge forming a
point at one end, opposite the handle end, and said sharpened
lower edge meeting said point to form a pick end of the

toothpick.

17. A toothpick holder substantially as herein described and with

reference to the accompanying drawings.

18. A toothpick substantially as herein described and with reference

to the accompany drawings.

'\
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the toothpick 4 out of the plane of the support neans. In the enbodi nent
shown in figure 1 adjacent toothpicks are oppositely disposed, and
therefore connected to the supporf neans 2 on opnosite sides 6b,—6d—1t.
wi IT be appreciated that other configurations of toothpicks within the
support neans 2 are envi saged WO 97/ 13472

PCT/ NZ96/ 00114 -7- and included within the scope of this invention. For
exanpl e, thewo 9713472 PCT/NZ96/00114
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t oqt hpicks may all point in the same direction with the handl es al
connected on the sane side of the support neans, as shown in figure 5. It
mnLL_aLsaJuL4q4n£m1iu£mLiiEu_iLﬁmuuuiLiu_JJu:iuuuuiu_shape of support
nmeans 2 is only one exanple of the shape of support neans 2 envisaged.

O her shapes are envisaged al though |l ess practical. In addition, in the
enbodi nent shown in figure 5 for exanple, in which the toothpicks 4 are
all connect eW®87tM&2 sane side 6d of the support neans 2, tlpeTnNze@oDIi4 N"EANS
2 may only have three sides, conprising a base side 6d and two | ateral
sides 6a, b. Wth such a configuration the support neans 2 would stil
provi de protection

2/5
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agai nst forces applied transverse to the plane of the support neans,

al though less efficiently as well as to forces applied parallel to the

pl ane of the support neans _except at the open side. Referring to figure 1
t he support neans 2 may al so i nclude a used toothpick receptacle 17. This
receptacle 17 may conprise a slot 18 in a preformed part 19 of the support
nmeans 2. This slot 18 may have a cross-section corresponding with that of
the end 13 ofwHangi@: 7 of a toothpick 4, and is therefore adgRiebslodriis
receive the handle end 13 and hold it securely. Thus, once a toothpick 4
has been renoved fromthe support neans 2 for use, it may be returned to
the support neans for re-use. There may be a plurality of used toothpick
receptacl es 17 3/5
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on . the support neans 2. However, it will be appreciated that in nost - 8-
cases a single receptacle will be sufficient since the product is intended
to_be a personalised toothpick holder and it is envisaged that_only a .
singl e toot hpi ck woul d"be in use at any one tinme. The toothpick holder 1 of
the present invention may be of plastics material, and the preferred form
of manufacturing is by injection noulding. It will be appreci ated however

t hat t oot hpiwig 97113472 PCT/NZ96/00114
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hol ders and toot hpi cks of the invention may be nade of any- substantially
ri‘gid material. The base plate 3 nay be provided on a toothpick holder 1 of
t he (aT csontinvention to enable the holder 1 to . be |ncor por at ed_into_.a )
mat ch- book-type folder 20. Wth reference to figures 1 and 5, the base
plate 3 may be integrally fornmed with and extend fromthe support neans 2,
and may include holes for stapling in a match-book- type folder, as shown
in figure 6. WOYMB42confi gurati on advertising material can PETNBM/GEH t o
the folder 20, if required. Alternatively, it is envisaged that advertising
material may be applied directly to the base plate 3.

5/5
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It is,also envisaged that toothpick holders 1 of theP(pTr]gszéﬁtGi 'ﬁvgntq o1n %

be packaged in sachet-type packages, such packagi ng qgainn-pfgvb,éqg 3.
source of advertising space. Wiere in the foregoing description~reéf Cdné87
has been nade to specific conponents or integers of the invention having
known equi val ents then such equivalents are herein incorporated as if’

i ndi vidual Iy set forth. WD 97/13472 - 2-

PCT/ Nz96/ 00114

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention there is
provided a toothpick holder comprising a peripheral frame defining a
space in which a plurality of toothpicks are confined, each toothpick
comprising a handle and a blade and formed integraily with but _
separable from said peripheral frame at an end of the handle remote

~ from the blade, and said peripheral frame providing protection for the

toothpicks from forces applied in at least two orthogonal directions.

In a preferred form of the invention adjacent toothpicks may be
oppositely disposed in the peripheral frame, the handle ends of

adjacent toothpicks connected to opposite sides of the frame.



. . _ PeTivz
-9- Although the invention has been described by way of ex

particular reference to the preferred enbodi nents shown in
drawi ngs, it should be appreciated that variations and nod
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made thereto, wi thout departing fromthe scope of the invention as defined

in the foll ow ng clains. -10-CLAIIVB_3_

In a further preferred form of the toothpick holder of the present

invention, the peripheral frame may have a base plate adapted to

attach the toothpick holder in a match-book-type folder.

in a further preferred form, the toothpick holder may further

- comprise at least one holding means for retaining a used toothpick.

Preferably said holding means may comprise a receiving means

on the peripheral frame, said receiving means adapted to receive the

handle end of a toothpick and hold said toothpick securely in the

peripheral frame.

Preferably the handle of each toothpick may have a polygonal

cross-section, most preferably square.

In a preferred form of the invention said blade of each toothpick

may have a triangular cross-section with an upper edge and angled

sides forming a sharpened lower edge, said upper edge forming a point

at one end, opposite the handle end, and said sharpened lower edge

curving to meet said point of said upper edge to form the pick end of

the toothpick.

_ Preferably, an angle between the sides of the blade at the

shérpened lower edge may be between substantially 25° and 30°, and

most preferably substantially 27°.
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1. A toot hpi ck hol der conprising a peripheral fram,fcdéf |Nn| ng écspécé‘l n

which a plurality of toothpicks are confined, each tqothpiele donpfl $iaTg a7
handl e and a bl ade and forned integrally with but separable fromsaid

peri pheral frane at an end of the handle renote fromthe bl ade, and said
peri pheral franme providing protection for the one or nore toothpicks from
forces applied in at |east two orthogonal 4irections. 2. A t oot hpi ck

hol der according to claim 1l further conprising a base plate, said base

pl ate adapted to attach the toqgthpick,holder in a match-bogok-t ‘fol der.
D A obt hoi ek nli B0F RESsH BRI OLSs feryht 1R 68 Nty Py
- be made of plastics material, and preferably manufactured as a single

piece by injection moulding.

Other aspects of the present invention may become apparent
from the following description which is given by way'of example only,

and with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

Figure 1:
Shows a plan view of a toothpick holder of the present invention

in one embodiment.

Figure 2:

Shows views from each end of the toothpick holder of figure 1.

Figure 3:

Shows A. a side view and B. a plan view of one embodiment of

a toothpick of a toothpick holder of the present invention.



is integrally formed with and extends from said perfﬁhéf"%afearre.and hak 4~
holes therein for stapling to a match-book-type fol ders 4.,. ~A toothpick
hol der according to any one of the“preceditig clainms further -f:'dmtgri sing at.;
| east one hol ding neans for retaining a used toothpick. 5. At oot hpi ck
hol der according to claim4 wherein said hol ding neans conprises a
recei ving neans on the peripheral frane; 8said receiving neans adapted to
recei ve the handl e end of a toothpick renmoved fromthe toothpick hol der,
and retain said renpved toot hpick _securelfy in the peripheral frane.

cases a single receptacle will be sufficient since the product is intended

to be a personalised toothpick holder and it is envisaged that only a

single toothpick would be in use at any one time.

The toothpick holder 1 of the present invention may be of
plastics matérial, and the preferred form of manufacturing is by
injection moulding. It will be appreciated however that toothpick
holders and toothpicks of the invention may be made of any

substantially rigid material.

The base plate 3 may be provided on a toothpick holder 1 of the
present invention to enable the holder 1 to be incorporated into a
match-book-type folder 20. With reference to figures 1 and 5, the
base plate 3 may be integrally formed with and extend from the
support means 2, and may include holes for stapling in a métch-book-
type folder, as shown in figure 6 In this configuration advertising
material can be applied to the folder 20, if required. Alternatively, itis

envisaged that advertising material may be applied directly to the base

plate 3.

It is also envisaged that toothpick holders 1 of the present
invention may be packaged in sachet-type packages, such packaging

again, providing a source of advertising space.

Where in the foregoing description reference has been made to
specific components or integers of the invention having known
equivalents then such equivalents are herein incorporated as if

individually set forth.



6. A toot hpi CWO any one of the preceding clains nmade
of plastics mat t oot hpl ck hol der according te any ane of - the
precedi ng cl ai ns ‘hpi ck bl ade has a tri angul dr T
Cross-section havnmmﬂm gmﬂﬂ and angl ed sides f r_m ng a shar pened

| ower edge, said e férntng a point at one e r\®‘|of|o’d§nté’ bh’é"ﬁatﬁiﬂl?e

end, and sai d sharpened | ower edge neeti'ng”said point to forma pick end of
t he toot hpi ck. 8. A toot hpi ck hol der according to claim7 wherein each

bl ade has CLAIMS

1. = A toothpick holder comprising a peripheral frame defining a
space in which a plurality of toothpicks are confined, each
toothpick comprising a handle and a blade and formed integrally
with but separable from sai'd peribheral frame at an end of the
handle remote from the blade, and said peripheral frame
providing protection for the one or more toothpicks from forces

applied in at least two orthogonal directions.

2. A toothpick holder according to claim 1 further comprising a
base plate, said base plate adapted to attach the toothpick

holder in a match-book-type folder.

3. A toothpick holder according to claim 2 wherein said base plate
is integrally formed with and extends from said peribheral frame

and has holes therein for stapling to a match-book-type folder.

4. A toothpick holder according to any one of the preceding claims
further comprising at least one holding means for retaining a |

used toothpick.

5. A toothpick holde.r according to claim 4 wherein said holding
means comprises a receiving means on the peripheral frame, said
.receiving means adapted to receive the handle end of a
toothpick removed from the toothpick holder, and retain said

removed toothpick securely in the peripheral frame.



a substantially scal pel -shape, said sharpened | O\Ne?c'é'ﬂ‘g"%@\/i r{b @"ofngeﬁ;

sai d 'poi nt of the upper edget0o formthe pick end. ¢ kh@l
according to cfaim8 where m\s angl ed sides of the ﬁ?gﬁgﬁgﬁﬂ) ang‘l e’oﬁ

bet ween subst an “m‘ d 30[err] at the sharpened | ower edge. 10.
A t oot hpi ck hoI \‘“‘ @ any one _of4the preceding clains wherein

sai d handl e has & sGbstantial | y square or rect angul ar cross-section. 11. A
t oot hpi ck hol der accordl ng to claim1 wherein each adjacent toothpick is

opposi tely digposed todthpieknesideh@cabrding"® any one of the preceding claims

made of plastics material.

7. A toothpick holder according to any one of the preceding claims
wherein each toothpick blade has a triangular cross-section
having an upper edge and angled sides forming a sharpened
lower edge, said upper edge forming a point at one end,
opposite the handle end, and said sharpened lower edge meeting

said point to form a pick end of the toothpick.

8. A toothpick holder according to claim 7 wherein each blade has
a substantially scalpel-shape, said sharpened lower edge curving

to meet said point of the upper edge to form the pick end.

9. A toothpick holder according to claim 8 wherein the angled sides
of the blade form an angle of between substantially 25° and 30°

at the sharpened lower edge.

10. A toothpick holder according to any one of the preceding claims
wherein said handle has a substantially square or rectangular

cross-section.

11. A toothpick holder according to claim 1 wherein each adjacent

toothpick is oppositely disposed in the peripheral frame.



- 12 - 12. A toot h‘p“lfk’hbl‘oﬁrmi—ng to claim lpsherel R &aih t got hp{:%

IS connected to the E }I umllp;eri pheral frame. 1 3. A Oogl hbi

hol der substanti al | yjmlmu mﬂ I! ed and with ref @@i"%q,,the__

acconpanyi ng draw ngs.* J& RM TSPEC20243 File Ref: 501148:%42tLd U . ~°7
-12 -

iy
(Y |
12. A toothpick holder according to claim 1 wherein each toothpick

is connected to the same side of -the peripheral frame.

13.. A toothpick holder substantially as herein described and with

reference to the accompanying drawings.

JM:RM: TSPEC20243
File Ref: 501148-142
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(57) Abstract

This invention relates to a toothpick holder and toothpicks. The toothpicks are provided in and secuiely attached by at least one parnt
ta a support means which provides protection on at least one end and both sides of the toothpick or toothpicks in one plane. The toothpick

.or toothpicks are thersfore protected from damage by unintentional forces applied in those planes. The toothpick holder will generally

incorporate a plurality of toothpicks, and may also include a holding means for used toothpicks and a base plate for securing the holder in
a manch-_book-type folder. The invention also relates to particular designs of toothpicks held in the support means, said toothpicks having a
sgb:tan:;a)ly square or rectangular handle end and a scalpel-shaped blade end, upper and side edges of which come to a point to form the
pick end.




