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thickness of nonmagnetic intermediate layers can be decreased,

thereby performance improvements such as reduced noise,
increased S/N ratio, and improved write-ability can be
achieved. The perpendicular magnetic recording medium is
formed by sequentially layering, on a nonmagnetic substrate, a
soft magnetic backing layer, first underlayer, first
nonmagnetic intermediate layer, second underlayer, second
nonmagnetic intermediate layer, magnetic recording layer,
protective film{ and liquid lubricant layer; and the first
underlayer comprises a soft magnetic material having the fcc
structure and comprising at least Ni and Fe, and the second
underlayer comprises a soft magnetic material having the fcc

structure and comprising at least Co.
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