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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A method for operating a station of an IEEE 802.11 compliant communications system, the
method comprising:

regeiving, by the station, information about a restricted access window, RAW, for a
RAW Gr:;\b of stations served by an access point, and a first indicator of if a station in the
RAW Group ofgtations needs to receive allocation information about its resource allocation;

determining, by the station, whether it is allowed to access a communications channel
during the RAW; an

determining, by the station, whether the station needs to receive the allocation
information in accordance With the first indicator in response to determining that the station is

allowed to access the commu vi{:ations channel during the RAW.
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein ﬂx\e information about the restricted access window and

the indicator are received in a RAW Pégameter Set information element.
%,

Y

\

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the RAV%Parameter Set information element comprises

the RAW Group, a RAW Start Time, a RAW \{fation, and the first indicator.

4. The method of any one of claims 1-3, wherein the{l{;t indicator indicates the station in the
Il

RAW Group of stations does not need to receive the allogation information about its resource

allocation.

5. The method of any one of claims 1-3, wherein the first indicator indicates the station in the

ion about its resource

RAW Group of stations does need to receive the allocation inform
allocation, and wherein the method further comprises:
receiving control signals corresponding to allocated resources in the restricted access

window for the station.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the control signals are received at a beginningi" f'the

restricted access window.
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\, 7. A station of an IEEE 802.11 compliant communications system, the station comprising:

a receiver configured to receive information about a restricted access window, RAW,

processor operatively coupled to the receiver, the processor configured to
determine whéther the station is allowed to access a communications channel during the
RAW and to - ine whether the station needs to receive the allocation information in
accordance with indicator in response to determining that the station is allowed to

access the communicatr ns channel during the RAW.

8. The station of claim 7, whégein the receiver is configured to receive the information about
the restricted access window ang the first indicator in a RAW Parameter Set information

element.

9, The station of claim 8, wherein the RX»W Parameter Set information element comprises the

RAW Group, a RAW Start Time, a RAW ‘Q{e;tion, and the first indicator.

10. The station of any one of claims 7-9, wherei:l\‘%the first indicator indicates the station in the

RAW Group of stations does not need to receive thé\gllocation information about its resource
\

allocation.

11. The station of any one of claims 7-9, wherein the first in ijgator indicates the station in the
. . NRTIP r .

RAW Group of stations does need to receive the allocation mfoiqgmtxon about its resource

allocation, and wherein the receiver is further configured to receivé,control signals

corresponding to allocated resources in the restricted access window Iqr the station.

12. The station of ¢laim 11, wherein the receiver is further configured to reseive control
signals corresponding to allocated resources in the restricted access window for the station at

a beginning of the restricted access window.
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13. An access point of an IEEE 802.11 compliant communications system, the access point
comprising:

a processor configured to specify a restricted access window, RAW, for a RAW
of stations served by the access point, and generate a first indicator of if a station in
the RAY Group of stations needs to receive information about its resource allocation; and
Q;lsmitter operatively coupled to the processor, the transmitter configured to

broadcast information about the restricted access window and the first indicator in one of a

beacon frame ahd a short beacon frame.

14. The access point df claim 13, wherein the transmitter is configured to transmit the

information about the restricted access window and the first indicator in a RAW Parameter

Set information element.

N

15. The access point of claim 143 wherein the RAW Parameter Set information element
comprises the RAW Group, a RA \‘\S\tart Time, a RAW Duration, and the first indicator.

K

16. The access point of any one of claims, 13-15, wherein the first indicator indicates the

station in the RAW Group of stations does hot need to receive information about its resource

allocation.

17. The access point of claim any one of claims 1345, wherein the first indicator indicates
the station in the RAW Group of stations does need to'geceive information about its resource
allocation, and wherein the processor is further conﬁgure%:o allocate resources within the
restricted access window to at least one station in the RAW 'Group of stations served by the
access point, and generate control signals corresponding to allo¢ated resources; and
the transmitter is further configured to broadcast the contra] signals.
Y,
18. The access point of claim 17, wherein the transmitter is further co& ured to broadcast

the control signals at a beginning of the restricted access window.
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CLAIMS:

1. A method for operating a station of an IEEE 802.11 compliant communications system, the
method comprising:

receiving, by the station, information about a restricted access window (RAW) for a
RAW Group of stations served by an access point, and an indicator of whether a station in the
RAW Group of stations needs to receive allocation information about its resource allocation;

determining, by the station, whether it is in the RAW Group of stations based on the
information about the RAW; and

determining, by the station, whether the station needs to receive the allocation
information in accordance with the indicator in response to determining that the station is in

the RAW Group of stations.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the information about the restricted access window and

the indicator are received in a RAW Parameter Set information element.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the RAW Parameter Set information element comprises

the RAW Group, a RAW Start Time, a RAW Duration, and the indicator.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the indicator indicates the station in the RAW Group of

stations does not need to receive the allocation information about its resource allocation.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the indicator indicates the station in the RAW Group of
stations does need to receive the allocation information about its resource allocation, and
wherein the method further comprises:

receiving control signals corresponding to allocated resources in the restricted access

window for the station.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the control signals are received at a beginning of the
restricted access window.
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7. A station of an IEEE 802.11 compliant communications system, the station comprising:

a receiver configured to receive information about a restricted access window (RAW)
for a RAW Group of stations served by an access point, and an indicator of whether a station
in the RAW Group of stations needs to receive allocation information about its resource
allocation; and

a processor operatively coupled to the receiver, the processor configured to determine
whether the station is in the RAW Group of stations based on the information about the RAW
and to determine whether the station needs to receive the allocation information in
accordance with the indicator in response to determining that the station is in the RAW

Group of stations.

8. The station of claim 7, wherein the receiver is configured to receive the information about
the restricted access window and the indicator in a RAW Parameter Set information element.

9. The station of claim 8, wherein the RAW Parameter Set information element comprises the

RAW Group, a RAW Start Time, a RAW Duration, and the indicator.

10. The station of claim 7, wherein the indicator indicates the station in the RAW Group of

stations does not need to receive the allocation information about its resource allocation.

11. The station of claim 7, wherein the indicator indicates the station in the RAW Group of
stations does need to receive the allocation information about its resource allocation, and
wherein the receiver is further configured to receive control signals corresponding to

allocated resources in the restricted access window for the station.

12. The station of claim 11, wherein the receiver is further configured to receive control
signals corresponding to allocated resources in the restricted access window for the station at

a beginning of the restricted access window.

13. An access point of an IEEE 802.11 compliant communications system, the access point

comprising:
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a processor configured to specify a restricted access window for a restricted access
window (RAW) Group of stations served by the access point, and generate a first indicator of
if a station in the RAW Group of stations needs to receive information about its resource
allocation; and

a transmitter operatively coupled to the processor, the transmitter configured to
broadcast information about the restricted access window and the first indicator in one of a

beacon frame and a short beacon frame.

14. The access point of claim 13, wherein the transmitter is configured to transmit the
information about the restricted access window and the first indicator in a RAW Parameter

Set information element.

15. The access point of claim 14, wherein the RAW Parameter Set information element

comprises the RAW Group, a RAW Start Time, a RAW Duration, and the first indicator.

16. The access point of claim 13, wherein the first indicator indicates the station in the RAW

Group of stations does not need to receive information about its resource allocation.

17. The access point of claim 13, wherein the first indicator indicates the station in the RAW
Group of stations does need to receive information about its resource allocation, and wherein
the processor is further configured to allocate resources within the restricted access window
to at least one station in the RAW Group of stations served by the access point, and generate
control signals corresponding to allocated resources; and

the transmitter is further configured to broadcast the control signals.

18. The access point of claim 17, wherein the transmitter is further configured to broadcast

the control signals at a beginning of the restricted access window.
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