
A device and a method for widening elongated metal
elements (11, 65) which move in the longitudinal
direction and are planar at least in certain regions
are described. The device comprises at least two
clamping sections (19, 38, 49, 50) which are opposite
one another and of which one is arranged and designed
for clamping a first longitudinal side (22, 67) of the
metal element in place and the other is arranged and
designed for clamping a second longitudinal side of
the metal element in place, 



said second longitudinal side being opposite the first
longitudinal side of the metal element. The clamping
sections are each provided on a support unit (15, 35,
36, 39, 40), by means of which the clamping sections,
during the forward movement of the metal element, are
automatically moved apart essentially perpendicularly
to the direction of movement of the metal element. 


