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Di scl osure In a nmethod for producing acrylic acid by the steps of a
reaction of catalytic gas phase oxidation, absorbing the acrylic acid with
an absorbent, and dehydrating the acrylic aci d-containi ng aqueous
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5 acid-containingaqueoussolution, themethod ischaracterized
that thestepof dehydration comprises adding and an azeotropic
solvent, distilling the resultant mixture, and adjusting the
acrylic acid concentration at the top of the column in the
range of 0.06 - 0.80 wt. %, thereby preventing the bottoms

10 of the azeotropic dehydration column from substantially
containing the azeotropic solvent and water. Asresults, the
acrylic acid is kept from forming a polymer in any of the
distillation columns involved in the production, and
effective utilization of acrylic acid.
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