; CDe3eD<A, <v6T<,. TITLE OF THE | NVENTI ON FI SHI NG REEL HAVI NG A MOVEABLE
THUMB REST BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON A. FI ELD OF THE | NVENTI ON The
invention relates to a fishing reel having a thunbrest where E?s hB%nbrest
is noveabl e. B. DESCRI PTION OF THE RELAT&@l”mmmmwnlﬁkre sone #PPAg reel
designs where the fishing reel is relati ring the casting
process using such small fishing reels, it isispessible to grasp both the
fishing rod and a portion of the fishing reel with a single hand. Wth such
a confi gurad k. Tkl SENTRGN of ten put their thunb on a portion of the
fishing reel in order to maintain a better grasp on the rod and reel. A

probl em aFf N6 REFLLHAEING: b YOPEABIFLTIEHE 8BSTengages a portion of the fishing
| i ne spoolgsoxbroont be apdnendioneel are held with a single hand. Recently, a

t hunbrest has b ishing reel at a portion of the reel housing
FER2RCGE: Ml

correspon(ﬁi ng t ition of the thunb's engagenent with the
reel. The thunbfiestnveorer sebatpoitd iaofisbingtivel dpook at 0 prevent the thunb from

engagi ng t ... Such I.8, di sclosed in Japanese publication
nunber 6- ‘}E%,%e%g%ﬁes eedt@ﬂlgljégg?ég?%; 115e. 1994 and originally Japanese
Jul

* applicati &n numBESCRETEPOOS THE RELAEED y 3, 1992. The fishing reel housing

has a general | y rRireURb 8ot Qi AT RBiAYahalel 11ROM sehaped profile when
viewed fromthe sjde. The above thunbrest is slidahle and slides along a

general | y T8¢l &F ghetpaly serlle r Bentee £of At PR ST YRS ng reel housing from a
first posistéOBnal© fastSeeesd spasiiti @asibla tbheadp kah thesi tion) the thunbrest
covers a portion of the ljine i de..nmechanism I n the second position, a
portion of 1$HB8 trﬁ(ﬁﬁ?)i asr‘tor@%é)gégegfd%fl%lée%lf ViR 1rn§g€f<s and further extends
out si de ofhatiche Wiils huahga cedligdrevishndidnthabefoamdpuththepr of i | e of the fishing
reel housi h r [ enabl e.4p Areakage when i.n the second
position Egﬂbt%; ?ﬁépﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁggtégﬁyégd{lng b{ayontc_l edge of the tracks in the

| 8. 9. 2002 ahearsimerasFEentherrpd taheé retluntdy B9P1qm 4Hie%s Hhd may even prevent

aﬁcelss totmﬁtﬂ]é gﬁlmg%k%érgagesfﬁboﬂtm&tam%eqfismsr%rtiin@gfa Rew l'ine through
the Iine guide. SUWAR THE | NTI, e ohject of the present

i nvention Sip%"ltﬁ‘ebrt('ﬂ?/irﬂgaﬁd FF%lh?rr?ghlﬁl::[gé{’llt t‘ﬂn%}emﬁ‘ﬂ rest whi ch does not
limt access toRed@tly, ne tigumbeet dbs then fddehitng Fisbing Ardt her object of the

invention iis to ovg (Elﬁe a efli }§Otaisqlg CrofleelS A’P{idh@ a8 F,{ei dabl e t hunbrest whi ch does
?lle o]f a ti ﬁ ree

r
not exten(:'fltbaefl)(c))rﬁE 't he pr o shi ng housi ng regardl ess of the

posi ti on ofipichk rphitdr esthe thrimbscenedeame withtherfeelaspect of the present

i nvention,mpa didbid0.&ve8! o foFtigh bE Shi RE.J10Q preediddgs a reel housing. The
reel housing has side portions_ formed with an arcuate profile. An

at t achnentthenbon qngagipg dbp eRpotheStBa HBUEPhdSf or attachnent to a fishing
“rod. A thuwibsiesdd irs Jspapgeriuetcan oh hemsi de7470y huenshedThe t hunbrest is

conf i gur ed fﬁ!r%Jiqiq_95%%?%;9%EH&;Hagﬁgqu%h%ngQe reel housing froma
first posi¥iCR S & sE20RY So&iHa oh /4 8RG A porti’on of the arcuate profile
of the sidempor452M28. fPredfer V)8 1988 t Thenbiskisk tiesl configured to slide from
the first posilin . 0.LAS15S6ARE DAShE 8B dNodrhir ggti on generally parallel
to a | engt ofnteflsmgro. .

shaped profile when viewed from the side. The above

thumbrest is slidable and slides along a generally straight

pair of tracks formed in the fishing reel housing from a

first position to a second position. In the first

position, the thumbrest covers a portion of the line guide

mechanism. In the second position, a portion of the

thumbrest extends outside of the tracks and further extends

outside of the fishing reel housing and beyond the profile

of the fishing reel housing. The thumbrest is vulnerable

to breakage when in the second position due to the

thumbrest extending beyond edge of the tracks in the

uuuuu
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Preferably, the side portions are configured to support a |line spool
therebetween. The side plates each are fornmed with a recess extending in a
direction that is generally parallel to the arcuate profile. The thunbrest
is formed with at | east two opposing pins) each of the protru%ﬁ@ﬁ@oz
extending into a correspondi ng one of the recesses in a correspondi ng one
of the side plates. Portions of the recesses define the first position and
the second position. Preferably, the recesses are formed with first and

second paifs; e Ing I ed to engage the protrusions
hodifl PRy, | tmg%ght@ﬂg GORES QU

of the th est thus definin e first and second positions. 18. 9. 2002

Pr ef er abl Prevany asrers we ide dgrensianPenfrsinstpsert ed on the side portions.
The | evel iWenging G ARChaBiswRKitendsndgiiaeen the side portions. The |eve

wi ndi ng I Sl i ne gui de supported thereon. The line guide is at
| east pa??ﬁ@ﬁg§aﬂgggiwﬁwbbﬂthe thunbrest with the thunbrest in the first
position, and the bhijeet glitbe praseex posedomiit ot frevidaunbrest in the second
position. f?!h%ge;&ti'vé’mtlLagﬂltuﬁ%r%gfQﬁ*ﬁﬂ?dogﬂpﬁﬁin{i%&%ég@ched to a first side of

the reel housing and orest i s supported on the reel housing on a
second si de tb¢ litresyidelof nbadiiny)e gevleral |y opposite fromthe first side.

Preferably) theAﬂhH&~aﬁ@cﬁbﬁtﬁ$wﬂnhﬁ§hj@rﬁ>&%bﬂﬁ@ah0”099n90U5|y of.a single
mat eri al. Preferabl are nmade a stainless steel material and

Pr e y, the pins ,Of
are i nser tréthiphterlapidh rut ddatl e thelrest Bark deis"Gf the thunbrest. These and
ot her obj egtend bbpat wherodspectastanthsachéanbageaes of the present invention

w |l becone e fully apparen romthe follow ng detail ed description of
t he preseﬁfggg&éﬁfgdﬁgﬁﬁgﬁlghﬁeﬁg?gm%%ﬁfﬁnction with the acconpanying
drawi ngs wher e [n kecarédnee emgeomuameal st denotesecior r espondi ng parts

t hr oughout; BRI EF agﬁg%lg%'gepyﬂagaﬂggn%yvimdg 0.cd; 1S a perspective view

of a fishing reel owng a s | unbrest in accordance with a first
enmbodi nenthogsfing. helhgrregk heusiipa batt Fisla WO glong fppeditnder si de vi ew of the

slidabl e thupbs esdrile. M AtSnhGAtdetb&N] AF0RE tSCAL&eeshown renoved from the
fishing reel depicted in Fig (S abgart,elevatlon, part

. 1~ Fig. 3 _
cross- sectPGHBS 1) aEraGime 6f 2 Hehfesking rté¥P fitvihg anot her slidabl e
t hunbr est suppoa@asmdance dwipgbhtianss edaadhembedi isent of t he present invention

9, S BRRERRSRH ARGt} ool 0 Ll g Toel depcted i i,
of feat ur disughe tfham a first position to a second position along a
portion of the arcuate profile of the side portions
Preferably, the thumbrest is configured to slide from
the Tirst position to the second position in a direction
generally parallel to a length of the fishing rod.
Preferably, the side portions are configured to
support a line spool therebetween. The side plates each
are formed with a recess extending in a direction that is
generally parallel to the arcuate profile. The thumbrest
is formed with at least two opposing pins, each of the
protrusions extending into a corresponding one of the
recesses in a corresponding one of the side plates.
Portions of the recesses define the first position and the
second position.
Preferably, the recesses are formed with first and
second pairs of humps, the humps being configured to engage
the protrusions of the thumbrest thus defining the first

and second positions.



18.9..2002 fishing reel frame and second enbodi nent of the slidable
thunbrest: Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional side view of the fishing reel
depicted in Figs. 1, 2) 3 and 4, showing the slidable thunbreﬁéﬁk@ &
rearward position representative of both the first and second e 8|nents>
and Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional side viewsimlar to Fig. 5 show ng the
slidable thunbrest in a forward position. DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODI MENTS A fishing reel 1 is showm in Fig. 1 in accordance
with afirst e I f : vent i fishing reel 1

i ncludes a IefPpggggﬁgﬁa?ée%hgﬁgyggﬁggﬁ$ﬂﬁﬁg%ggﬁg?g@$nmhich are attached to
a frame 9thasidgnefiréioassehisl evel dinding wechenriay esteade supported by the frame 9
adj acent t,eueliethd 9hfe BirtRn®! o 1bvelFWIHING mecRarsPPBhs 15 is also is
supported mLthlng}he fraqg 9. An L tgchnen% nenbe{ 10 is al so provided
under t he 2 HaFSUE°r JPPYLEQLITEM t'6° a 19 EHPAGSrd ¢Rbt shown). A mechani sm
(not shownp)rtiisllprovérde dywhe hihombrbe §ithnike Shuibireh Gauses the spool 15 to
rotate in. response of at [,.on, . I ; y 2 in a manner known
in the arf?e2??%J?F%§f%dgghg%dh§%g%ggeggggm%gsﬁﬁgﬁm%f a worm shaft assenbly
(not showthumbpesiti imethgusedend2nosiisiosupport ed on the worm shaft assenbly and

level wind guar@r-ZQrabTPeid NQalbHEnetber $s GONEAAUELH tO reciprocate back
and forth between the left and right side plates 6 and 7 within the frane 9

in a manndirketide PAGWA HeR! PAEIRE 895 Bt HUPYERG 'S fishing ine (not shown)
onto the spakteliSon thet fusirihoesihg 2b d secsuppitet @dttenrdee frane 9 in a manner
descri bed  bel.ow. Ea%glside of %he1%£qngﬁ9.is formed with generally parall el

eIongated}?%%g sBS° yfﬁxfpﬁ.lf? onlﬁ ongdgf the recesses 30 is shown. The

recesses 30 ar e Prefeeebit,edlrd yinshrodrthe thiibgestdareEpeedr ecess 30 is formed with

. a plurality, of BrLatrish QRS18%1erJiy0 of the protrusions 30a are positioned
near the front of the recess 30 (left side of Fig. 1 and right side of

Figs. 3 and 4), Patfarablynithegprins jge gradped assigglespetet usi on 30a is | ocat ed

near a reapWahish endaf idsberch BGES spe3Qurkk ifghfed Sind@rofondi g. 1 and left side of
Figs. 3 and 1% . In the first enbodinment (Figs. 1 and 2) the thunbrest 25

i s formed %ntSnYHAET'si de with two generally parallel flanges 25a. Each
flange 25a is fanssedandi dtheranbjapes tfieatir2Sbaspdaws pidns 35 are enpl oyed with

bl 351 ure i R Ene el o i BL b P 888" 0P e B me 35 secur e
t he t hunbrapsdre®s frap theefofl Favime Getbilted alebanintine of Hhiebr est 25 to slide al ong

the | engt ,0f.t NGy dBERSHES t30n NErIMIRREREL 2B MY be manufactured froma
generally rigid polymer material or may alternatjvely be made from a

metal | ic reEESPHEING FraY s ndiers LikgyredpreBe RmeE 81998t r ed from a plastic or
pol ymer medoerdspdndbigt parith tRropgiefier red enbodi ment, the pins 35 are preferably

made of alﬁﬁ«iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁqﬁJ ﬁyﬁﬂyhﬁgt sliding within the recess 30 is

general ly snoothhand Triction free. The recesses 30 and the protrusions 30a
are shown nore dlisallip avicttsrecsyerievtd Fifgehingiyeqd dneing. Figs. 4) 5 and 6
depi ct a tNUMRLAS inddRel i AGCATLAABE Gt § BiA1SEEMMent
of the present invention;
| Fig. 2 is an underside view of the slidable thumbrest,
on a slightly enlarged scale, shown removed from the
Tishing reel depicted in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a part elevation, part cross—sectional side
view of the fishing reel having another slidable thumbrest
in accordance with a second embodiment of the present
invention;
Fig. 4 is a perspective, exploded view of the fishing
reel depicted in Fig. 3, with portions of the fishing reel

are removed to provide greater clarity of features of the



. contour) as is nore clear

enbodi ment, which is discussed in greater detail bel ow. However, it should
be appreciated that the frame 9 and correspondi ng recesses 30 are the sane
in both enbodi ments. Further) in Fig. 4, the left side plate S §g% %he
right side plate 7 have been renoved fromthe frame 9 in orde 8 B ovi de a
better view of the recesses 30. The frame 9 is formed with a stopper
surface 9a which is forned at the rear end of an upper recess 9b. A stopper
surface 9a and upper recess 9b are forned on right and | eft sides of the
frame 9 a r . b has a generally arcuate
?9¥§né9&ﬂ f éﬁﬁf§§§ﬁ%gﬂ%?ﬂggfg£f“%%?§§b% and 6. Correspondi ngly,
t he surfackgbpfstthe thunbrest 25 are |likewise formed with arcuatly
contoured surfaggs.s The 50858300 AlE viQr sEEhamishign arcuate contour such
that the recesses 30 are 18. 9. 2002 enerally]pgrgllel wi th the upper
recesses 9! fapigieAdn gk dd, %t WedMebeddinestient'dddfieral Iy equidistantly
spaced apahimbrds@rim £ @e4r@sflopdii fign Uppetentieties €Dodb théA forward stopper 40 is
attached to the front o&(;hetfraﬁg 9 as shown in the exploded viewin Fig.
4. The forwetd St SpPer e "I Fofled with upper |egs 40a. The upper |egs 40a
cover the front Fends$ iefa eastrseedesd 80e vQpesiat layntcoFig he first enbodi nent
i's genera%l%hgﬂggq@ggﬁgﬁbﬁhgmgﬁgﬁgqn%nggghqqggﬂggg therefore, description

of the operation o e secon odi nent, which follows the description of
the strucEFEHED USERIPEIONGE THEPREERREHRY EMROBBENPent provi ded bel ow, al so
applies to the fiitishingnRediinBnthowA is@eoNnd i@nodkidamnptwieh a t hunbrest 125 in

accordance wth the, pres inventi.on is depicted.in Figs. 3) 4, 5 and 6.
Many feat@rﬁ%SmeWﬁgﬁ?fPEB%%ﬁﬁgﬁp ﬂ?méwa-pﬁggéﬁﬁ”ﬁn t he second enbodi nent .
For instanee, Iltiheludeaneledt sidppolnts 6t dnd sposdt s1& pletkine L is shown
ext endi ng .f 5 fart L g ough the line guide
21. A thugbﬁgg%%%§§§¥§ﬁ%n§}gﬁ?%ﬁ %n ?ﬁ%mgé%g$ﬂgﬁ}%ggi of the frame 9 within
upper rece$sedrahd ags semeued iy e ggane3d adjacentapti te The t hunbrest 125 is -
formed W thefl angedatk2pa, F@shesNAWehob 151i9.a14e iFach flange 125a is formed
with a pin 125b. The, thunbrest 125, fIFn es ﬁéSg'and pins 125b may be
. manuf act ur¥WePOFFSnTidbige e Bams, Or i 67 GTIESMPREMeMEE €Pi 'Sl or may al ternativel y
be nmade fr:08 ardvedadl duder MRL €rdnal9 sdrcittachmentstabrligdsag st eel material such
that slidin mﬁghin }he recess 30 is generally snooth and friction free. Tn
the second8nBYdPW¥Rt . the thunbrest 125, flanges 125a and pins 125b are
al | manuf act ur ed mshavisk fgiteshvenbey pfavidedavishingtbe frawePi al . However) the
pi ns 125b pay . ti e 1 .adhered to the flanges
125a. The plns@%%%%@%&%%ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁdMﬁﬁg gé%%?gggqéghgﬁgggecurely hol d the
t hunbr est df2thegdiadiestssepdy Sutf acentst kpw Uppet 2Recdsses 9b. Li kewise) with
reference @it fgdfdubsd 20 BbREE RERYrtichhE Pivbism dhrextend into the recesses 30
and 18.9.2%%% ecurel% holf.the.%hynbrest 25 a%ahpst the surface of the
upper receSSERIGnot R, oot 10R QI I4eH IR §SUPPBT S P16t he operation of the
t hunbr est wb2b sh@ndaskémdly hodrbewestwidd pudrd Mesdnd bed bel ow. It shoul d be
appreci ated.t hat . i f iLgrent and the first
enbodinentﬁgé%ggéﬁggé F@%Qﬁg %%ﬂg?éﬁ%%ggbsﬁ?ﬂgﬁgEthunbrest | 25 is shown in
a.rear war cpeposhttherdefli el aishezideplysevf aAe vHbbist 125 in engagenent
Wi th the stopPerinSHLERACE wOA- klon tiRehE @2 WoF duia@sd ki on shown in Fig. 5, the
pi ns 125b are_positioneqﬁat a rgﬁr ortion of the recesses 30 and are
retai ned i nspisgilinoindgys HY gFto 855981}%si0ns 30a. The engagement of the
protrusion 30a wi thumbteet @bnis didpdrtédokshd fieame UibBemtinet25 i nto the rearward
position. |t sho be recia ho [, .1,he protrusions 30a are
gi ven di men&fons k%ﬁ# a&%gﬁl%%eéﬁg%gT%¥q¥h%f%%ﬁg%ﬁggb and the thunbrest 125
. when the tévety bsbardPBlidometed thedsses t3. sdf Figi énenlfyor ce. The t hunbrest 125
may. b_e mov&d df‘nﬂg,-' F6de 013 isndioqat fg H)éeés!age,@fafrg%rf\ f romt he rear war d
position shown in Fig. 5 to a forward position shown in Fig. 6. In Fig. 6)
the pins 195prirdoengadet bet fiseh regses Bhd spiesteduitbds 30a within the recess
30. By appiyirNgi@ompdssiadiena0muntTy®for f1BE GRofrasohe sbhunbrest 125 (or the
t hunbrest 25)) the thunbrest |25 can be nngeq %asilg bet ween the forward
and rear wa#'d Ifj)ag’ilf)liw&n%e.ar the front of the recess 30 (left sid

of Fig. 1 and right side of Figs. 3 and 4), and a third



Wth the thunbrest 125 or the thunbrest 25 in the rearward position, the
I'ine guide 21 is nore easily accessible for) for instance) inserting the
line L into the central opening thereof. Wth the thunbrest 125 or 25 in
the forward position, as shown in Fig. 6, the |line guide 21 ié&BQPQ?aIIy
covered such that a fisherman can grasp both a fishing rod and the fishing
reel 1) placing a thunb on top of the thunbrest 125 (or the thunbrest 25)
in order to have better control over novenent of both the rod and the

fishing r e - R r W\ jon is the support
pr ovi ded gij!géelm?a DL 80840 hOG, PreasRly LVENHEN 15 TN SuBPS b2

Furt her, téressPpditighrsidnehfiof! epd lefiunide e§tidep53and 125 about an arcuate
surface, guchy as the surface of the upper recesses 9, pernmts easy and

sinple access to the |ine gujide 21 wthouf disassenbly of the frame 9 or
renoval of the E%ﬁﬂ%?8§f§mgﬁhﬁﬁa %??:‘Wﬁ B}ég%ﬁngﬁvgntion provi des a
qui ck and2edsyfowsy dnOaraGiless dé hetH kwegguradéy Bdrallldle t hunbrests 25 and 125

are al so | et el y pr.otected.alo t hei.r, res ive edges by the sides of
t he fishi(rf;%m %b%zﬁ §%ng§%g%g aé%ggw§dﬂ?o en’ %ﬁ%@ the thumbrests 25 and
125 are akimyslveonfis dedreviettlioredt high oherthinbrentods, |@eof the fishing reel 1

regar d| esgup.fas tﬁ@;ﬁigrggéﬂtg@%& QR Sk Are Y8Y,1 QB etsgi | s of the invention nmay

be changed wi t hout departing fromits spifit nor its scope. Furthernore,
t he foregdifigerdexierdipe ity afcorrerafbwdicsesst ¥- adéerdihg to the present

i nvent i on 3f SeRIrevihe fud@sstt et PURPOsMe Of bitl d1usk kRd i on only, and not for the

purpose of limting the inyentjion as defined by t appended cl ai ns and

their equit(}%'t“llb‘é'?“??szrg ng!lﬂﬁ'a¥§gdf‘ﬁ\ﬁl\9ﬁﬁhl . the reﬂe%/ﬁeg}lgng reel for a fishing

rod, the fishingha e@inbot26ingy g: maauffaevire drimi ngenesalild reel housi ng havi ng

side portions fornmed Wt [ ihle> ttachment nenber fixed to
r%%%;m HQEgmwgﬁgagﬂ %P%%E%P%ﬁgﬁf ad@@nﬁlg

sai d reel usin 1 c'ﬁé% ng rod and a thunbrest supported
on sai d sindelpisrwdaterial. sHiedeinppbregsalshép mgnidesiireggur ed for slidi ng novenent

Wi th respeely §18aid of §8lynBPUSIRGIf FAM i@ { bftrR@si tion to a second
position along a portion of said arcuate profile of said side portions. 2.

The fi shi SEPAEENta&hesBinst Gy #15 FrefEphivanede aftfeFEAIALS8I d t hunbrest is
confi guredtéd Skhdeatf EnMidgheithin site pséd BONs tgendrhllysecond position in a
direction ﬁ&gg&g%&¥hg?ng lel to a length of the fishing rod. 3. The fishing

reel as sé inetaim, 18. 9. 2002

The recesses 30 and the protrusions 30a are shown more
clearly with respect to Figs. 4, 5 and 6. Figs. 4, 5 and 6
depict a thumbrest 125 in accordance with a second
embodiment, which is discussed in greater detail below.
However, it should be appreciated that the frame 9 and
corresponding recesses 30 are the same in both embodiments.
Further, in Fig. 4, the left side plate 6 and the right
side plate 7 have been removed from the frame 9 in order to
provide a better view of the recesses 30.

The frame 9 is formed with a stopper surface 9a which
is formed at the rear end of an upper recess 9b. A stopper
surface 9a and upper recess 9b are formed on right and left
sides of the frame 9 above the recesses 30. Each upper
recess 9b has a generally arcuate contour, as is more
clearly shown in Figs. 3, 4, 5 and 6. Correspondingly, the
surfaces of the thumbrest 25 are likewise formed with
arcuatly contoured surfaces. The recesses 30 are formed

with an arcuate contour such that the recesses 30 are



wherein: said side portions are configured to support a |line spool

t herebet ween, said side plates each being formed with a recess extending in
a direction that is generally parallel to said arcuate profil e> Bg sai d
thunbrest is formed with at | east two opposing pins) each of i%?% 2
protrusions extending into a correspondi ng one of said recesses in a
correspondi ng one of said side plates, and portions of said recesses v
defining the first position and the second position. 4. The fishing reel as

set forthggr{ar&ﬂl@'pmﬁaewgmeeh@ @a&dr&%g&%%s ah etfqrmed with first and
second pairs of hunps, said hunps being configured to engage said

protru5|oﬁ@ﬁ6ftE%Fﬂ*?ﬁﬁn%%%@%g?ﬁﬁ§1H§WPﬁFﬁ@“§§FHmFFrst and second

posi ti ons apdr+ fEhﬁcMr@fﬂoﬁ&lnE&@berﬁﬁecSﬁes foprth i n claiml, further conprising:
a |level w nding ﬁ?Chanl n1su ort tge ﬁp{tlons) said | eve

wi ndi ng nmechani 8dPE¥E &R ‘W&r tmee asal °si'de portions, said | evel winding

mechani smfhaei Ngs ahdvin i tui delcslapport edFidet.eotheand wherein said |ine guide

is at |east mgg{g{ h&y4§g¥%£ﬁgdth§g&gqu&pgg estypM th said thunbrest in said

first p05|?|on urdei's exposed wth said thunbrest in said
second pogpmwowgSGOaTWGrﬂmsﬁTﬁq ﬂ@éﬂﬁa%mbé?“$6ﬁ¥h inclaiml, wherein said

attachment menbggerhsiodtdragbBedritOemodintst iSkolRrafiysaéd reel housing and said
t hunbrest is supported on said reel on, a, secpnd side of said ree

hous
housi ng) @@ﬁb?%ﬁ?@S%ﬁb%§?¥@”??bﬁ?%é?ﬁe#F?s KT P&1oM7°T The fishing reel as
set forth th opdratith I theedeesrd ambdin@itnwhashdfdaod theunbrest are forned

honogeneous!l y. of a teri.a fishing reel as set forth in
clai m 3) &ﬁ‘%&ﬁﬁ“&ﬁf&p%Fﬁ%nge ﬁgigﬂﬁfm%g§1§Fﬁ‘tss steel material and are

i nserted icnbcdirpemntenidsl bdpwedlso. apppiesttootis Ofstsai d
ARA@A%F(@}&A%AI Al . Al af cdn{ "YZF. . hIr #T-7; @

xsnid Ccaj Caj Caj Ca ca calca
ﬂiﬂcﬂcﬂca“ﬁﬂ%&%%@%@%% L ]aéﬁﬂgﬂéﬂﬁﬂfﬂCﬂcﬂcﬂcﬂcﬂcﬂc

with the present invention is depicted in Figs. 3, 4, 5 and
6. Many features of the first embodiment are present in
the second embodiment. For instance, the frame 9 supports
the spool 15. A line L is shown extending from the spool
15 and further extending through the line guide 21.

A thumbrest 125 is installed on the upper surface of
the frame 9 within upper recesses 9b, as shown in Figs. 3,
4, 5 and 6. The thumbrest 125 is formed with flanges 12ba,
as shown in Fig. 4. Each flange 125a is formed with a pin
125b. The thumbrest 125, flanges 125a and pins 125b may be
manufactured from a generally rigid polymer material or may
alternatively be made from a metallic material such as a
stainless steel material such that sliding within the
recess 30 is generally smooth and friction free. In the
second embodiment, the thumbrest 125, flanges 125a and
pins 125b are all manufactured as a single member from a
single material. However, the pins 125b may alternatively
be welded or otherwise adhered to the flanges 12ba.

The pins 1256b extend into the recesses 30 and securely
hold the thumbrest 125 against the surface of the upper
recesses 9b. Likewise, with reference to the first

embodiment, the pins 35 extend into the recesses 30 and
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Tt should be appreciated that operation of the second
embodiment and the first embodiment are generally the same.
In Fig. 5, the thumbrest 125 is shown in a rearward position
with a rear edge of the thumbrest 125 in engagement with
the stopper surface 9a. In the rearward position shown in
Fig. 5, the pins 125b are positioned at a rear portion of
the recesses 30 and are retained in position by one of the
protrusions 30a. The engagement of the protrusion 30a with
the pins 125b locks the thumbrest 125 into the rearward
position. It should be appreciated, however, that the
protrusions 30a are given dimensions that allow movement of
the pins 125b and the thumbrest 125 when the thumbrest 125
is provided with sufficient force.

The thumbrest 125 may be moved in directions indicated
by the arrows A from the rearward position shown in Fig. b
to a forward position shown in Fig. 6. In Fig. 6, the pins
125b are engaged between the two protrusions 30a within the
recess 30. By applying a moderate amount of force to the
thumbrest 125 (or the thumbrest 25), the thumbrest 125 can
be moved easily between the forward and rearward positions.

With the thumbrest 125 or the thumbrest 25 in the
rearward position, the line guide 21 is more easily
accessible for, for instance, inserting the line L into the
central opening thereof. With the thumbrest 125 or 256 in
the forward position, as shown in Fig. 6, the line guide 21
is partially covered such that a fisherman can grasp both a
fishing rod and the fishing reel 1, placing a thumb on top
of the thumbrest 125 (or the thumbrest 25) in order to have
better control over movement of both the rod and the
fishing reel 1.

One advantage to the present invention is the support

provided by a thumbrest such as the thumbrests 25 and 125.
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guide 21 w1 out dlsasqembly of the frame 9 or removal
the thumbrests 25 and 125. The present invention provides
a quick and easy way to access the line guide 21.

The thumbrests 25 and 125 are also completely
protected along their respective edges by the sides of the
fishing reel 1 and are not easily broken since the
thumbrests 25 and 125 are always confined within the
overall profile of the fishing reel 1 regardless of their
slidable position.

Various details of the invention may be changed
without departing from its spirit nor its scope.
Furthermore, the foregoing description of the embodiments
according to the present invention is provided for the
purpose of illustration only, and not for the purpose of
limiting the invention as defined by the appended claims
and their equivalents.

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A fishing reel for a fishing rod, the fishing
reel comprising:

a reel housing, said reel housing having side portions
formed with an arcuate profile;

an attachment member fixed to said reel housing for
attachment to a fishing rod; and

a thumbrest supported on said side portions, said
thumbrest being configured for sliding movement with
respect to said reel housing from a first position to a
second position along a portion of said arcuate profile of
said side portions.

2. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 1,

wherein said thumbrest is configured to slide from the
first position to the second position in a direction
generally parallel to a length of the fishing rod.

3. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 1,
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pins, each of said protrusions extending into a
corresponding one of said recesses in a corresponding one
of said side plates, and portions of said recesses defining
the first position and the second position.
4, The fishing reel as set forth in claim 3,
wherein said recesses are formed with first and second
pairs of humps, said humps being configured to engage said
protrusions of said thumbrest thus defining said first and
second positions.
5. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 1,
further comprising:
a level winding mechanism supported on said side
portions, said level winding mechanism extending between
said side portions, said level winding mechanism having a
line guide supported thereon; and
wherein said line guide is at least partially covered
by said thumbrest with said thumbrest in said first
position, and said line guide is exposed with said
thumbrest in said second position.
6. The fishing reel as set forth in claim I,
wherein said attachment member is attached to a first
side of said reel housing and said thumbrest is supported
on said reel housing on a second side of said reel housing,
generally opposite from said first side.
1. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 3, wherein
said pins and said thumbrest are formed homogeneously of a
single material.
8. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 3, wherein
sald pins are made of a stainless steel material and are

inserted into apertures formed in portions of said



