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thereof, in an amount of 0.1 to 0.4 mol/liter (mol/£);

an effective amount of an auxiliary developing agent comprising a
3-pyrazolidone compound, an aminophenol or a mixture thereof;:

an alkali metal sulfite in an amount less than or equal to 0.32
mol/¢;

an alkali metal carbonate in an amount of 0.1 to 0.4 mol/¢;

an alkali metal hydroxide in an amount of from 10 to 25 g/¢ where
an ascorbic acid or sugar-type derivative thereof is present in the
form of a free acid or from 3 to 15g/¢ where an ascorbic acid or
sugar-type derivative thereof is present in the form of an alkali
metal salt; and

with the developer composition having a pH of from 10.3 to 12.5
at 25°C;

where the developer composition is useful for processing standard rapid access
films while showing an especially advantageous effect in the processing of silver
halide emulsions containing a hydrazine compound to achieve lith quality, and
high dot quality in a stable development solution. In a preferred embodiment,
the developer composition does not contain an alkanolamine.

(no figure in the drawings can appropriately accompany the abstract when

published)
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