ABSTRACT CLAMPI NG DEVICE A cl anping device is provided for clanping an
obj ect, such as bonding wire for a wire bonding nachine. The device
conprises a pair of clanping arms arranged in pivotal relationship with
each other about a pivot point, the clanping arns having cl anpi ng ends
novabl e between an open position and a-dPssed position. An attraction
device is operative to provide an attraction force between the cl anping
arnms about the pivot point. The device includes biasing neans that is
operative to provide a biasing forﬁgsé?gggﬁ ition to the attraction force
about the pivot point, such that t I asl gsforce I's operative to bias
the cl anping ends towards the closed position. In a preferred enbodi nent,

t he bi asi ng neans conprises a fl exure bearing. Fig. 2
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A clamping device is provided for clamping an object, such as bonding wire
for a wire bonding machine. The device comprises a pair of clamping arms
arranged in pivotal relationship with each other about a pivot point, the
clamping arms having clamping ends movable between an open position and

10 a closed position. An attraction device is operative to provide an attraction
force between the clamping arms about the pivot point. The device includes
biasing means that is operative to provide a biasing force in opposition to the
attraction force about the pivot point, such that the biasing force is operative to
bias the clamping ends towards the closed position. In a preferred

15 embodiment, the biasing means comprises a flexure bearing.

(Fig. 2)






