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 Claims 

What is claimed is: 

1. An offshore well system for a subsea well with an offshore platform, including:  

a drilling riser system connectable with the well for drilling operations;  

a production riser system connectable with the well for production 

operations separately from the drilling riser system;  

a riser tension system capable of compensating for movement of the 

drilling riser and production riser systems while adequately 

tensioning the drilling riser system and the production riser system 

when each is connected to the well; and 

wherein the riser tension system is configurable to tension the drilling riser 

system and the production riser system successively by removing 

one of the drilling riser system or production riser system and 

replacing with the other system.  

 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein:  

the drilling riser system includes a drilling riser;  

the production riser system includes a production riser; and  

the riser tension system includes an adjustable, dynamic riser tensioner.  

 

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the riser tensioner includes removable active 

tensioning cylinders.  

 

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the riser tensioner is convertible from 

tensioning the drilling riser to tensioning the production riser by changing the 

number of tensioning cylinders.  
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5. The system of claim 3, wherein the riser tensioner is convertible from 

tensioning the production riser to tensioning the drilling riser by changing the 

number of tensioning cylinders.  

 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein:  

the drilling riser system includes an internal riser movably nested within 

and extendable above an external riser;  

the production riser system includes a single production riser; and  

the riser tension system includes a dynamic riser tensioner to tension the 

internal riser and the production riser when each are connected to the 

well.  

 

7. The system of claim 6, further including an external riser tension device to 

apply tension to the external riser independently from the riser tension system.  

 

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the external riser tension device includes a 

buoyancy system.  

 

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the riser tension system is capable of tensioning 

both the drilling riser system and the production riser system with the riser tension 

system in the same configuration.  

 

10. The system of claim 1, further including a subsea pressure control system 

including:  

a riser connector connectable with a riser of the drilling riser system;  

a wellhead connector;  

a subsea BOP; and  

a control system in communication with and capable of operating the riser 

connector, the wellhead connector, and the subsea BOP.  
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11. An offshore well system for a subsea well, including:  

a floating platform;  

a drilling riser system connectable with the well for drilling operations;  

a production riser system connectable with the well for production 

operations;  

a riser tension system capable of compensating for movement of the 

platform while adequately tensioning both the drilling riser system 

and the production riser system when each is connected to the well; 

and 

wherein the riser tension system is configurable to tension the drilling riser 

system and the production riser system successively by removing 

one of the drilling riser system or production riser system and 

replacing with the other system.  

 

12. The system of claim 11, wherein:  

the drilling riser system includes a drilling riser;  

the production riser system includes a production riser; and  

the riser tension system includes an adjustable, dynamic riser tensioner.  

 

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the riser tensioner includes removable active 

tensioning cylinders.  

 

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the riser tensioner is convertible from 

tensioning the drilling riser to tensioning the production riser by changing the 

number of tensioning cylinders.  
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15. The system of claim 13, wherein the riser tensioner is convertible from 

tensioning the production riser to tensioning the drilling riser by changing the 

number of tensioning cylinders.  

 

16. The system of claim 11, wherein: 

the drilling riser system includes an internal riser movably nested within 

and extendable above an external riser;  

the production riser system includes a single production riser; and  

the riser tension system includes an adjustable, dynamic riser tensioner to 

tension the internal riser and the production riser when each are 

connected to the well.  

 

17. The system of claim 16, further including an external riser tension device to 

apply tension to the external riser independently from the riser tension system.  

 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the external riser tension device includes a 

buoyancy system.  

 

19. The system of claim 11, wherein the riser tension system is capable of 

tensioning both the drilling riser system and the production riser system with the 

riser tension system in the same configuration.  
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20. The system of claim 11, further including a subsea pressure control system 

including:  

a riser connector connectable with a riser of the drilling riser system;  

a wellhead connector;  

a subsea BOP; and  

a control system in communication with and capable of operating the riser 

connector, the wellhead connector, and the subsea BOP. 

 

21. A method for tensioning a drilling riser system and a production riser system 

with a single tensioning system, comprising: 

tensioning the drilling riser system when conducting drilling operations;  

tensioning the production riser system when conducting production 

operations; and 

wherein the riser tension system is configurable to tension the drilling riser 

system and the production riser system successively by removing 

one of the drilling riser system or production riser system and 

replacing with the other system. 

  




