2 7 JUN 2005 Method for Selling Itens Using a Network BACKGROUND OF THE

I NVENTION 1. Field of the Invention The present invention rel ates to a
method for selling itens using a network which contains a site coy, ?U
vendor conputers, factory conputers, deal er conmputers and user conpu g

2. Description of the Related Art Conventionally, online sales systens usrng
a web site in the Internet are well known. However, in such conventiona

sal es systens, web sites are separated by countries and, when a general user
wants to purchase itenms made and sold both in one country and in another

country, the gener ser S CeeSS IO t he site eagh country,
resulting in an an%‘%ﬁ%& ?:mrrt ?%giégﬁeratrerﬂ%eﬁe |flelﬁtgwtoor e sold include
physi cal itens conposed of material beings and downl oad itens conposed of
data and, even for the sanme content, there exist a Bhysrcal item (a nusical

score printed or papers, forBREBHRARP QBATHEE SOMFTANi t em (an el ectronic

musi cal score conposed of data representing a nmnusical score, for exanple).
However, these itens are sold at different web sites and the general user
must choosd -a Fwebdspf echaadldweditignt o the formthe general user wants to

purchase. Al so, dealer t. a gener.al er _cann pl order to
a web site with ease Sre\eé{{(g:velrnvvﬁ%lo h]eenlcotr‘?ﬁ’any i c{at(%éjtcainds‘;l ou?&tjh

physi cal i tiemmer deried al hdgvoved shich deggdiels hayetd heomperad,n rﬁérﬁﬁkr t he
general user nust wait for along tinme until the itemarrives. 2 7 JUN
2005 SUMVERTPEESTRE Iﬁ@EFﬁTI»J?ﬁ@p$?%§%nt ?@ﬂkﬁﬁr(ﬁPWﬂ¥§eﬁéenaﬁ€deLF&”bope

with the computers.
2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, online sales systems using a web site in
the Internet are well known. However, in such conventional
sales systems, web sites are separated by countries and, when a
general user wants to purchase items made and sold both in one
country and in another country, the general user must access to
the web sites in each country, resulting in an annoyance for
the general user.

The items to be sold include physical items composed of
material beings and download items composed of data and, even
for the same content, there exist a physical item (a musical
score printed on papers, for example} and a download item (an
electronic musical score composed of data representing a
musical score, for example). However, these items are sold at
different web sites and the general user must choose a web site
according to the form the general user wants to purchase.

Also, a dealer who is not a gensral user cannot place an
order to a web site with ease. Moreover, when the company which
sends out the physical item ordered at the web site does not
have the item in stock, the general user must wait for a long

time until the item arrives.



above problens, and it is the object of the present invention to provide a
site or vendor conputer which can solve the problens for the co H'E?@E of
general users, a record nmedium in which a programused in the 02%§ a
been stored and a nethod for selling itenms using the conputer. Wth a view
to acconplishing the above object, the firs- feature of the present invention
is that a site conputer comuni cable through a network with a first vendor
conputer of a first vendor belonging to a first country, a second vendor
conput er of a second vendor bEPEFGIINGTt BHR BEESTdOFountry different fromthe
first country and a user conmputer used by a general user, the site conputer
executes the steps of: enabling sinultaneous designation of itens
respectively soIﬁh@yp&heentiﬂ&Neandose¢@Bdluﬁﬂdomsdéron1KheEUSErUmompater by

t he general, user nd instructin flrst an cond vendor. conputers to
send out tAB° Y?eﬂ%dggﬂT%eéﬁﬁﬁeyélqﬁ {k 3 ons of "the ™" gﬁﬁppaneous
desi gnat i oap 0fpAdi@det efrs Jiespest | w%hsﬂosolcdm@attehe wiidtst cand seeendcyendors
fromthe general user. Thereby, the general user can purchase itens each

dealt in ByoRL§urkRN th 0fCTERASPECE pibl PIMTR) CoifFani 6s TFerd xdiphe)
bel ongi ng tg hi&‘?rg”gic&gser Seesdtlgge%]%e fc?r&;h%? web bébﬁe éPQ%t DRyl Lems are

sent out to tﬁe gener ron1eac e plurality of “Vendor s.
Ther ef or e, meﬂexgdharablmseg LEEmSeasmbytp@rmhaséevarlous itens |rrespective
of the countrles t he vendors ge on can btaln Ege ite

wi t hout del ay. é%o%ﬂa¥é%fLﬁ%§999lﬁ lﬁ?e ‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁijgﬁtr ﬁaglﬁ site

conput er cedsrmwé:alalfe the oyghe sanfet pFda titiohh asve:mﬁ@_r aCosl elcogbudeyendor
selling itens |nclud|n%8§ physi cal item conposed of naterial beings and a
downl oad i EEMWEHFRS fougat § AREVAC et ohpliti&t s8dopy camgeheF aPfuser,

tsrﬁuis;;ﬁeo%s%zréu\lvgggér POMPYE £ execut esrkhe 8Leps, Of o erabhiingendor
computer of a second vendor belonging to a second country

different from the first country and a user computer used by a
general user, the site computer executes the steps of: enabling
simultanecus designation o©f items respectively scld by the
first and second vendors from the user computer by the general
user, and instructing the first and second vendor computers to
send out the items to the general user under conditions of the
simultaneous designation of the items respectively sold by the
first and second vendors from the general user.

Thereby, the general user can purchase items each dealt
in by a plurality of vendors (publishing companies, for
example) belonging to different countries togethe£ at one weab
site, and the items are sent out to the general user from each
of the plurality of vendors. Therefore, the general user can
easily purchase various items irrespective of the countries to
which the wvendors belong and can obtain the items without delay.

The second feature of the present invention i1s that a
site computer communicable through a network with a vendor
computer of a wvendor selling items including a physical item
composed of material beings and a download item composed of

data and a wuser computer used by a general user, the site



designation of the physical itemand the download itemfromthe user
conputer by the general user, wherein the download item has been sffggﬁ?mgnd
downl oadi ng the download itemto the user conputer and instructing the
vendor conputer to send out the physical itemto the general user under
conditions of the sinultaneous designation of the physical itemand the
download itemfromthe general user. Thereby, the general user can purchase
a physical item (a musical score printed on papers, for exanple) and a

downl oad damgmtean edeetutsmd ¢ hbsi caltepoor eof f or earbhphi®) tsogetheneats one

web site, and the dovaboad.itemis dounloaded al ones and the cphysigal item
is sent ou Eﬁﬁﬁihe vendor. efore, the genéral user can eaS|?y pur chase
various itess i camspect itne ofie t Bené o In usher eofieraind can dowehat el yerobtain a

download itemin particular. The ihird feature of the, present invention is

that a si té®S dEPUIECIESMARF BRI P BIRHE AR ROPRE Wt a- ehdor UEdhmut er

of a vendakorgRitkirnGmn idfPucd UgeneonpiHer Uspgub¥ratcgenahdl ocusethand a
deal er conputer used by a dealer, the site conputer executes the steps of:
det er m ni repvAHeERer iem odgedtivn @6npLRer USey tWedalseFoRShHpIRTEY OF tHee deal er

conput er ba . dent Lt i t ac ti i i of an
tom fron Tha Tasoia i er By The unarar ooy 2R3 HEE dnmhiadc 2
vendor conmp#rerfroo seadgendrdlhesdesi gnated itemto the general user under

condi tions that e lpogged-in conputer is the user conputer,.and .

Cranst errng the "HESPOAat FOR GROPREL| FERE FROnPERG I Tghde i v LoMbut B by ¢ he
deal er to thennerdor scepapuit &itdinder Leads! | ons d:hajp1kheahaggedodn sgput er
is the dealer conputer. Thereby, orders from both %eneral users and deal ers

can be dedl¥" WihSAPCERENST tBISIgid BRETEr dEPS FIEMIGenEPEFtiRErEt MR
accepted aj.f hg 18) tepnd heyordens fitam deakshsi & ®a 3t once and the

physical item is sent out by the vendor. Therefore, the general
user can easily purchase various iltems irrespective of the form
thereof, and can immediately obtain a download item in
particular.

The third feature of the present invention is that a site
computer communicable through a network with a vendor computer
cof a vendor selling an item, a user computer used by a general
user and a dealer computer used by a dealer, the site computer
executes the steps of: determining whether a ldgged—in computer
is the user computer or the dealer computer based on
identification data thereof, accepting designation of an item
from the logged-in computer by the general user ana instructing
the vendor computer to send out the designated item to the
general user under conditions that the logged-in computer 1is
the user computer, and transferring the designation of the item
from the logged-in computer by the dealer to the wvendor
computer under conditions that the logged-in computer is the
dealer computer.

Thereby, orders from both general users and dealers can
be dealt with at one site, and the orders from general users

are accepted at the site and the orders from dealers are



77 JUN ,005 transferred no vendors. Therefore, the dealers can e?ihpéqmgder
itens at the site even though the vendor does not set up anothertsi't'é ‘f'or
the dealers, and the site can also expect a |ot of orders fromthe deal ers.
The fourth feature of the present invention is that a site conputer

communi cabl e through a network with a vendor conputer of a vendor selling an
item a factory conputer of a naker nmaking the itemsold by the vendor and a

user conputer wused by a general user, the site computer executes the steps
of : accept F Y He¥iGatPoiicofCthe TFBRFFT T tHE G88LCEINPRR SI2BYY PRESHener al

user, confifghdg whether sthe vapdor chasyH hene desiginat eghdd eppin sfockyor not
t hrough communi cation with the vendor conputer, instructing the vendor
conput er tengEmE otitte t her delks gAadbard t efd othhesSheheral aser akpeet a

conditions,that. t ve S signated itemin stock and instructing
t he factor%o%d%%uI%%rFo@ggﬁdg%%f&%ﬁgggésignated itemto the general user

under conditi onsThéatotihenveéndonrdoes nok hawsdnhe irdesicgnat ed itlem i s stock.
Thereby, if the vendor does not have an ordered physical itemin stock, an

order is i7hedi &OBPYLRF aSlHERPtY WHERYEhe 2 nBREYOWho “dhA rak&SRABT t em

and the tipg,taken $0 deliyes theinbemnt atbhe generabrysebnbscShost eped.
Therefore, the general wuser can obtain various itens imrediately w thout
wai ting foraker | pakind nehaintiemt held teysthe r iveedoThend | fit Rsksatoereubert he

present inyeny| ﬁ” ‘asﬁfe'?l%tfa u\égﬁ??%ﬁgogﬁ%%oﬂl yBeyendor é% 'Lpg ap.Ltem
communi cabl e "t Youg a Network Wi th a user cofputer used y a genergf user,
a site conpiit excagueasgedetiomt e usercheonpatef randtlae flastroropmpooapuber of a

maker nakiqg t he iteq) t he vendor_conputer ecutes the steps cepting

eﬁ of : ac
desi gnat i on"of YHE T em VL t e i EonpliEErSbased on’ HESFgnafFon “Pher eof
fromthe usesiqamUti@kmbYnt Recgrnerahotsehroe@nfddnming cahebhewithethe

desi gnat ed _ . _
vendor computer, instructing the vendor computer to send out
the designated item to the general user under conditions that
the wvendor has the designated item in stock ,and instructing
the factory computer to send out the designated item to the
general user under conditions that the vendor does not have the
designated item in stock.

Thereby, 1if the vendor does not have an ordered physical
item in stock, an order is immediately placed directly with the
maker who can make the item and the time taken tc deliver the
item to the general user 1s shortened. Therefore, the general
user can obtain various items immediately without waiting for a
long timé until the items arrive. ‘

The fifth feature of the present inventicn is that a
vendor computer of a vendor selling an item, communicable
through a network with a user computer used by a genceral user,
a site computer accessed from the user computer and a factory
computer of a maker making the item, the wvendor computer
executes the steps of: accepting designation of the item via
the site computer based on designation thereof from the user

computer by the general user, confirming whether the designated

item 1s in stock or not, executing a process for sending out



itemis in stock or not, executing a process for sending out 4 27 JUN 2uo5
the designated itemto the general user under conditions that the degilyhafilad
itemis in stock, and instructing the factory conputer to nmake the
designated itemunder conditions that the designated itemis out of stock.
Thereby, if the vendor does not have an ordered physical itemin stock, the
vendor conputer also imediately instructs the maker making the itemto nmake
the itemand the tinme taken to deliver the itemto the general user is
shor t ened. tha héesffaragedt Heegerter dlhauspmegan ussedivatieky cobdat hbovartioats i tens

w t hout wajting f.or long time until e itens arriyv RI | PTI ON CF
THE DRAMWBEE? Sﬁﬁﬁﬁ:ed l% er§fhﬁﬁ‘ng‘%#ktI%?dab6§§t§H§tot%eEf%g%?&?és Yof the

present |ru@mﬁuuwﬁ Ubh@amée&aéredsegbamhdmﬂﬁem(ﬁnddﬂacdnﬂvembm@ntmm&Ith@
described in greater detajil belowwith reference to the acconpanying
drawi ngs, §¢°iIecRY EFET S it deREPAF- schematic view of a system for

selling items accerdi-pg,t0 phe @odieRt Oéoé§erﬂﬁ?5¢ﬁhe I pMentiQBra&i 9. 2
is a block diagram |IIustrat|ng an concrete exanple of constitution of each

of the conputsicsl nltlarrg in. sEpgk, 3the é(eflﬁgv\cﬁamputﬂ ustrat m@edl@*a@lyof t he
program ex §%¥J%35b¥ 2 %np%bﬁﬁﬁnghEIQteﬁ %E%I Jﬁ!%MC the
t conpu

|IIustrat|ng part o ram° execute srs in Figr 5is
an exanpletnﬁaaxﬂﬁhatogdelﬂvsphﬂyedJEM1tbethdlgﬁmEﬂai ahethesusBOrt@m®ﬂters
and the dqﬂ%%% conput rsin Flgé 1 at a tine of ordgrln itens. Fig. 6 is a

function b f§ragr aiS n 987€45e wite C@%néﬁgpdﬁéé? 5ﬁé§esvﬁ6 fdad
i tems. Figicdhd Si@nbUACH on b ook di agramiie @n@@@etw@elrt%ms arrive.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For better understanding of the above and other features of
the present invention, the preferred embodiments of the
invention will be described in greater detail below with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 1is a general schematic view o©0f a system for
selling items according to one embodiment of the present
invention.

Fig. 2 1s a Dblock diagram 1illustrating an concrete
example of constitution of each of the computers in Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a part of the program
executed by the computers in Fig. 1. ‘

Fig. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a part of the program
executed computers in Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 1s an example of a catalogue displayed on the
displays of the user computers and the dealer computers in Fig.
1 at a time of ordering items.

Fig. 6 1is a function block diagram in a case where
general users purchases download items.

Fig. 7 1s a function block diagram in a case where

general users purchases physical items.



general users purchases physical itens. 5 27 JUN 2UC6 Fig. 8 is a function
bl ock diagramin a case where general users purchase physical itens which a
vendor does not have in stock. Fig. 9 is a function block di agzr7aﬁUN Hla case
where a dealer purchases itens. Fig. 10 is a flowhart illustrating a
program according to a nodified enbodi nent, wherein is nodified a part of
the programin Fig. 3. Fig. 11 is a function bl ock diagramof a nodified
enbodi ment in a case where general users purchase physical itens which
vendors do not haie. i B stock DEIAIED DESORI BETEGNa@F ITHEaPRESE RRED:

EMBODI MENT  Referring now to the draw ngs, _one enbadi nent of the present
i nventi on $F45° S RCERSGe &by rbedl EF™S 1w}§3r1‘%‘wsa a =Ry efPFDr "SRl i ng

itens conshstd ng, @fkopusi c contents according to the enbodi ment. The sal es
systemutilizes the Internet 10, to which a site conputer 20, vender
conputers 30a, 30WJ- .9 IFact of Yy eorput ekeCHodlaow . 10 dedld6e COMPiRt efs 50a,

Sub. . ., angealtﬁ%uggﬁgg%ﬁrﬁg@, 60b, 60c..., are connected so as to

comuni cate w eac er through tel ephone lines, dedicated |ines, LAN
and so on. The shie. cbbhpuser Z0owshdispobedstinatane spegoichicencearbrying o
constitute_a web sj.te whic xecutes sales of _ite .an _instructiop for
sendi ng cu?otﬁeH\Otdéﬁﬁegn&m?’fbgﬁ?%%ag‘é’n%ﬁ?l.n The “\C/)g?silgbprdCSnﬁ&trécr sOtlSOgt,]e 3Gh.
exist in aﬁ)mgﬂfﬁ{ iihyref. countries one or nore each and each belongs to a
vendor selling itenms to general users. The vendors stocks physical itens
(so-cal led hard™i9end) cofiposed B taberPECheiRgeraBuchi ag CB8ILALHHI ch

nusic is stpred,Fbs pf CDs.if whhebedata 0f1musical Gempasi tpaps;ate stored
and nusi cal scores printed or. papers,
items which vendors do not have in stock.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring now to the drawings, one enmbodiment of the
present invention will be hereinafter described. Fig. 1 shows a
system for selling items consisting of music contents according
to the embodiment. The sales system utilizes the Internet 10,
to which a site computer 20, vender computers 30a, 30b..,
factory computers 40a, 40b.., dealer computers 50a, 50b.., and
user computers 60a, 60b, 60c.., are connected so as to
communicate with each other through telephone lines, dedicated
lines, LAN and so on.

The site computer 20 is disposed in one speéific country
to constitute a web site which executes sales of items, an
instruction for sending out the items and item management. The
vendor computers 30a, 30b.. exist in a plurality of countries
one or more each and each belongs to a vendor selling items to
general users. The vendors stocks physical items (so-called
hard items) composed of material beings, such as CDs in which
music 1s stored, FDs or CDs 1in which data of musical
compositions are stored and musical scores printed on papers,

and sends out the items ordered by general users or dealers to



and sends out the itens ordered by general users or dealers to 6 2 7 JUN
2] C5 the general users or the dealers by post or delivery servijgm qﬁﬁprding
to an instruction of delivery fromthe site conputer 20 to the g

conputer 30a, 30b.... The factory conputers 40a, 40b... are provided
corresponding to the vendor conputers 30a, 30b..., respectively, and each
bel ongs to a nmaker naking the itens sold by each of the vendors. The deal er
conputers 50a, 5Gb.. belong to dealers who nedi ate between general users
(general CU@@oggm%§ahnﬂseM%n@©r§h@od§é#%ﬁ%s@Y|P@ﬁ% PrometlhEeyengersiand sel

the items 1o, INe ganeral ysers .Ihe yseh. COMUL &,5,60a, GQh, GO ﬁPutef‘re
owned by thie gener-al users general custoner who purc ase the

shown in F2Q.tQ,theackndbrttemporpuitens 20%.. 30a 30b , 40a, 40b..., 504,
50b..., 60a, 60b,, 60c contains a CPU 110, .a r 112 a RAM 11§éda ROM

116 and an exter h&f neffi 418 C@WPEH e c%%%ecte ‘0 als 166°Fd

constit ut ecar eipItdehgbedy thiherebBUr 118mexestd eX04 M0RQlamdspeeenteol,
comuni cation w th other conputers through the Internet 10. The tinmer 112 is
i nstruct ed@®y ?%%hCP%ﬂQﬁg%rﬁpI@k@aF%rn%%&{ﬁ%a?Wﬁa%WQﬁ?r%ﬁﬁﬁrQﬁie%%ﬁe&%cute

the programe The, BAM 11?%%@8&@%' YosbHES A, al%'o%s elBH%t ed ok, é‘£ ul at ed

t hr ough the executlon of the program an a part of e pr ogram has
been st or egho n nichE aéxt ebaadeemegernyrals8 wwrs s geaesébrr@utudwemeﬂroamﬁhen

executed. The ROM, 116 stor onst ant s rt of ogr am, ecessary
to execut& QqﬁfﬂwQﬁﬁgﬁﬁthﬁ§ é% EFOWEEEFyViggeE%H%?éSE%PL g??vé dEYi ce,
hard di skediDchacgeperatl easérs ! herigls i Mee devbggutand @Lsompast sosk & and a
flexible disk ED sel ectively_incorporated in the drive device and so on. The

hard di sk Ped Y dofpaeReaR kT anPIReaLf FexiPIrdi $RoFPUSEDBRES coRt ant s
necessary {q.g@xecute the

As shown in Fig. 2, each of the computers 20, 30a, 30b..,
40a, 40b.., 50a, 50b.., 60a, 60b, 60c.. contains a CPU 110, a
timer 112, a RAM 114, a ROM 1ll6 and an external memory 118
which are connected to a bus 100 to constitute a computer body.

The CPU 110 executes a program to control communicaticn
with other computers through the Internet 10. The timer 112 1is
instructed by the CPU or the like to measure the time requirsd
to execute the program. The RAM 114 temporally stores variables
inputted or calculated through the execution of the program and
a part of the program which has been stored in the external
memory 118 and is transferred therefrom when executed. The ROM
116 stores constants and a part of the program hecessary to
execute the program.

The external memory 118 comprises a drive device, a hard
disk HD incorporated in the drive device, and a compact disk CD
and a flexible disk FD selectively incorporated in the drive
device and so on. The hard disk HD, the compact disk CD and the
flexible disk FD store constants necessary to execute the
program and all or a part of the program, and valuables
inputted or calculated through the execution of the program.

In particular, in each of the external memories 118 of



programand all or a part of the program and valuables inputted or

cal cul ated through the execution of the program In particular, imeanhm
the external nmenories 118 of 2 7 JUN 2005 the conmputers 20, 30a, 30b...,
40a, 4b..., 50a, SCh..., 60a, '00b, 60c... is stored a program necessary to
purchase or sell itens corresponding to the flowharts showm in Fig. 3 and
Fig. 4. In the external nenory 119 of the site conputer 20 are also stored
not only downl oad itens (so-called soft itens) to be sold such as audio or
acousti c datea conpesponditg Boamulddlsal ¢oapon@nt,s, S0mut Oimt, co@d aybolg, dat a
(M D dat a%)@representi n(g musi cal conponents, mnusi ca}IPa[ score d repr esenting

nusi cal scbB?es but SF8FSO & FFSFTEF AFFCETRCDhYRi RAf M4 whieh are=B2alt in

at the sitgsrddp@nvendors ther epdwand tisnkeapiat ienron thedd ens,. atc.ido the
bus 1C0 are connected a printer 120, input devices 130 such as a keyboard

and a nousehe it rdils PRRYr 14018 boudle Sanei ApPUBHt plit arst edpaceteped a
detection circyif, 132, Andqa;cdispliay-cif Gl tsk42,i cLgspecti ¥el ¥o1J0sthg bus
100 are al Igd())E cd(’)lflﬁlr%(ect eéﬁa corh‘run?ce(lt%éon I nt esrfacel 150Pand a MC[))I iﬁtgt‘r%f ace
160. The caymawnditatdonaciurterS aagal 30 rirsspomhiett dob tisd ckilneocapohhrt$ nt er net

10. To th M DI _.interf 160, M D i 162 h . keyb d_devi
an el gct rgﬁltbo“}ﬁ]:gcgafgji%gﬁgumqﬁtaand(@%ﬁiagﬁdzaﬁf@gr irg%rﬁggngblﬁigcﬁgé.lc% v![ ﬁg

bus 100 areomdseréennetcisedad seund gener aépiksertiingUiis1491 f e6cf&@s nbing nusi c
signals corresponding to inputted playing information and an effect circuit

179 for adthiry & misioal Sffethe Ptk lf GLRBA HUSHE WegRARST Hheamikhe

signals foryed qpd. taqwhi cihhefdgctsqal fr adged -ar nemd t&dqfy omea sound
system 174 conprising an anplifier, |oudspeakers and so on. fthe M DI

interface 160, the WourddsgdRer arengowigaigict alpoineed b efbett devicast 172
are not al yeysnesessary L g, dhe SIte o GRIRY R0, YRNHL, CPRPULRES.GR®
an input-output interface 122, a detection circuit 132 and a
display circuit 142, respectively.

To the bus 100 are also connected a communication
interface 150 and a MIDI interface 160. The communication
interface 150 is connected tc a line of the Internet 10. To the
MIDI interface 160, MIDI devices 162 such as a keyboard device,
an electronic musical instrument and a segquencer can be
connected.

To the bus 100 are also connected a sound generating
circuit 170 for forming music signals corresponding to inputted
playing information and an effect circuit 172 for adding
musical effects tc the formed music signals. The ﬁusic signals
formed and to which effects are added are emitted from a sound
system 174 comprising an amplifier, loudspeakers and so on.

The MIDI interface 160, the sound generating circuit 170
and the effect circuit 172 are not always necessary to the site
computer 20, vendor computers 30a, 30b.., factory computers 40a,
40b..., and dealer computers 50a, 50b.., which do not have to
generate music signals. The printer 120 is not always necessary
to the site computer 20 and the wvendor computers 30a, 30b..,

which do not have to print out items such as musical scores.



40b. .., and deal er conputers 50a, 50b..., which do not have to generate
music signals. The printer 120 is not always necessary to the sitgejdokmpilber
20 and the vendor conputers 30a, 30b..., which do not have to print out
items such as nusical scores. 6 Z 7 JUN DO5 Next, the operation of the
systemfor selling itens constructed as above will be described according to
the flowharts in Fig. 3 and Fig. 4. Each of Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, taking as
an exanple a case of a site conputer 20, vender conputers 30a and 30b

di sposed in the W&tandthhe Weratiespet i veRy, SESTodct 6Py coipangr 4bems

correspond%%%ttrg]ﬁttgg Xg[‘g%%&é’%tﬁr 80a, yasdeal e %%%g%ggﬁ?w@oa”ﬂq@ user

conput er ows a wchart of the program execute hem First, a
case wher ef lawgdnetal inseéngpurlclrasied iidg.erfs wiflach b€ descridbehd USiqug 4 he user
conput er 6$ﬂ§—the general_ user has __the gane Iog in thetsitgxfongutﬁr 20 in
step UL0. THE"$i t?° EBnput®F 50 Yeferti fes That the FSgin i € 1 0giN T rom t he
user conmpedngfute@a basaed endt heos dedtdddseat i a daha | Bsof adde toggedk, in
conputer and applies a processing programfor general users in step 510. A

| ogi n fromiSSAPSERvedkiputer BOACKEr eF PGS tHe  FROHIFPHMIAMAPchtPhettdgin 1D

used 10 | ag !t NR-BILE, CONPUTET gDl ol S REENSHD Lol 2 0EDET BbnHSEL:
i rrespective of the“physical type of the conputer. For exanple, en a
gener al us&ra,| epswsna fhevgidre odnpoe eprZrami eReautadiby Itbefror a general user

using a conputer, di sposed at dealer's shop, it is recognized as user
conput er 060a. e Gt Het® aw%,re e@egeééﬁepﬁﬁruggfcﬁl%ﬁ% Jr%enf%ew%]te
conput er 20 Wdshrapkagi nisliRgf ehe ausleal @npusengstde trsareneeApPULesr hds i S

recogni zed as a deal er conputer 50a. Follomﬁna the login, the user conputer
60a pl acestih S&EIetodf 1BnéNBr SibRe PFBHESE hEBudhR SSRRUMICati dhsnitH e he site

conput er 20, i 8t-epoUlidee i Ad1e 1Qfderbnet Egggﬁn%ag Ys&in Eidectly desi gnates

the itens to be purchased or retrieves t
computer 60a based on the identification data ID of the logged-

in computer and applies a processing program for general users
in step 310. A login from a user computer 60a herein means the
login in which the login ID used to log in the site computer 20
is a login ID for a general user irrespective of the physical
type of the computer. For example, when a ¢eneral user logs in
the site computer 20 with a login ID for a general user using a
computer disposed at a dealer's shop, 1t is recognized as a
user computer 60a. On the other hand, when a general user logs
in the site computer 20 with a login ID for a dealer using the
same computer, 1t 1s recognized as a dealer computer 50a.
Following the login, the user computer 6da places an
order of one or more items through communication with the site
computer 20 in step UlZ. In the order, the general user
directly designates the items to be purchased or retrieves the
items by various conditions to designate items to be purchased.
Fig. 5 1illustrates an example of a catalog displayed on the
display 140 of the user computer 60a as a result of retrieval
of items by an artist ABC. In the catalog are displayed the
names of the items such as a collection of MIDI music, a piano

score, a band score, the form of the items showing whether it



itens by various conditions to designate itens to be purchased. Fig. 5
illustrates an exanple of a catal og displayed on the display 140 ofl 7t A& 18%r
conputer 60a as a result of retrieval of itens by an artist ABC. In the
catal og are displayed the names of the itens such as a collection of MD
music, a piano score, a band score, the formof the itens show ng whether it
9 27 JUN 2005 1is a physical itemor a dowload item the prices, the nane of
the countries to which the venders bel ong and so on. What is noteworthy here
is that itegeadeafdidal hyewendors dbehdogi ngcdng tdif frarienpt, cobat naes af e

di spl ayed together_and itens .in ifferent for are al so di spl ayed together.
The nanme of" H@mﬂgﬁﬂﬁﬁerhgauﬁg *ﬁf@ﬁ@eéﬁdgFggBQnﬁ??oﬁooﬂntheﬁ%%%dbﬁs such
as the napgdmrthe diespl avednbh ptage @ay im wAdiddRrst 8el bngThen:4 he

general user marks in the cart colums of the itens to be purchased using
the input @eVfent30 canatelireksabh €heloder Bogeshesn Bheé stéfeh. Men the

order is placeday ahpre. the Sif ercomuLer 20, accept sy, piders of g he

designated Ttems in step nes et her any downl o itens are
i ncl uded i courdteryi trerys bdesingniatdd bydt hef gemdarialn wserther veotiorn setlepabld. | f

no download itemis included in the designated ite .the site _computer 20
det er ni nes"PNATh "eYep® %FgﬁﬁyedadgaﬂiﬁgafH§§Féﬁn5? A4 4 dbwnl oad it ems

are included in the dess ghatechl | &8, mdNG Sird ecieonpatter c20ude! esii Aies ' YES
in step S14 and delivers all the download itens online and downl oads the

items to tHROUSE RLMURABASEGalsipdt s EHE, d97irRe ldowandadlitemes a
col | ecti onof ofhd) Sl diecgensealeiserean SIor g ddy 11s the, & efpal

menory 118 of the user conputer 60a and play 1t back (automatic playing) at
any tinme ushop.t Héesound gemenatd iy ciacepts 179.oider tdie tdhewdkoadnétem is a
pi ano SCorg. ﬁ% %%}% %ECST55588'd3€§¥ﬁines whether any download ltems are
included in the items designated by the general user or not in
step S14. If no download item is included in the designated
items, the site computer 20 determines 'NC' in step S14 and
advances to step S520.

If any download items are 1included in the designated
items, the site computer 20 determines 'YES' in step 514 and
delivers all the download items online and downloads the items
to the user computer ©0a.

In this case, 1f the download item 1s a collection of
MIDI music, the general user can store it in the external
memory 118 of the user computer 60a and play it back (automatic
playing) at any time using the sound generating cirEuit 170. If
the download item 1is a piano score (electronic musical score
data), the general user can store it in the external memory 118
of the user computer 60a and display it on the display 140 at
any time or print it on papers using the printer 120 to use it.

After the process 1in step 8516, the site computer 20
executes a process for paying royalty to the vendor computers
36a and 30b of the vendors to which the sold download items
belong in step S18. Actual payment and receipt of money may be

made at the time of each dealing, but it is advisable that a
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data), the general user can store it in the external nmenory 118 of the user
conputer 60a and display it on the display 140 at any time or print it
papers using the printer 120 to use it. After the process in stepZEl@ ﬂﬁe
site conmputer 20 executes a process for paying royalty to the vendor
conputers 30a and 30b of the vendors to which the sold download itens
belong in step S15. Actual payment and receipt of nmoney may be nmde at the
time of each dealing, but it is advisable that a 10 2 7 JUN 2005 total of
royal ties tAtgiveA perpédlef timaivedr RSGMS Lonel™swntdr PE¥Pald PPBm t he

owner of t@sr@ telgoggy&eh&g tRet BEneYeBEOLRt Q5 ¥hi ehnthe. venslor, copput ers

30a and 30b bel ong paynent of the price for the download itens fromthe
gener al usend®osth@ QwWnET HﬁetWﬁmdmrteompnpﬂr%r3@ﬂ drsd niite bedgether Thet h

that for ph SIC e throu ei naf t rlbe ss in step S34
and U149 PPETRET <05 FURCAFORC btk [iagP AR PRT GE AT REOPT GUE. GPA5PHors.
itens and nr@@eytcb nthae cAse rwher @hleﬁeﬂi@Jcc‘m‘{ﬁllt%rp![)CBQSrﬁad@QymjeQ&@rl teps. In
Fig. 6 and hereinafter described Fig. 7 to Fig. 9, each of the bl ocks 20A,
30A, 30B, 4bat 4B, p@@AcaéOAteméoBhaﬁwBotW&l@ééh?é F¥5odypeda PEPEERAF zat | on
or an owner . to t4gWg3qhagdsUgg conputer 20, vendor conputers 30a, 30b, factory
conputers 40a b, dealer conmputers 50a, 50b, user conputers 60a, 60b, 60c
bel ongs, respectFvel y6 ﬂheaff@mwixﬁn(ﬁ4m§ksdiﬁ99ﬂm ik&mﬁﬂn@@épqaféoshomﬁ by

dashed lines, thick solid Jines and th|n nes,_ .respectivel
function bPodk d’abf%ﬂ%|%$dFF©ne§ shows € here %ene%%gél 18 gufﬁxag%neral

users 60A, d60BloLH0C pi=chase d@\g/nl aadndl heﬁ@maﬁﬁm tdas cgeped ah(ysev st60A,
60B, 60C place an order with the web_site 20A for the itens, the ordered

items are 8ifecPtySagel Preted %%??H% @4 9 gendPal W8er 40BoA2080B0BOC f r om
the web sihg 204 sbt akge-sbovs Lhabathe.pri-ggsi foridhe i LB a8 to

which a site computer 20, vendor computers 30a, 30b, factory
computers 40a, 40b, dealer computers 50a, 50b, user computers
60a, 60b, 60c belongs, respectively. The flows of orders, items
and money are shown by dashed lines, thick sclid lines and thin
solid lines, respectively

The function block diagram in Fig. 6 shows that, in the
case where the general users 60A, 60B, 60C purchase download
items, when the general users 60A, 60B, 60C place an order with
the web site 20A for the items, the ordered items are directly
delivered online to the general users 60A, 60B, 60C from the
web site 20A., It also shows that the prices for the items are
paid to the web site Z20A from the general users éOA, 60B, 60C
and that the royalties are paid from the web site 20A to the
vendors 30A, 30B. This 1s the case where there are trustees of
copyrights 70A, 70B taking charge of copyrights of the items in
each country and, it 1s advisable that the vendors 30A, 30B
execute the payment of the royalties to the trustees of
copyrights 70A, 70B and the procedures therefor when any
copyrights relate to the sales of the items. It 1is also
advisable that the vendor computers 30a, 30b execute the

procedure for payment of the royalties through communication
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paid to the web site 20A fromthe general users 60A, 60B, 60C and that the
royalties are paid fromthe web site 20A to the vendors 30A, 30B. This..l
the case where there are trustees of copyrights 70A, 70B taking dﬁaﬂb@m@?
copyrights of the itens in each country and, it is advisable that the
vendors 30A, 303 execute the paynent of the royalties to the trustees of
copyrights 70A, 70B and the procedures therefor when any copyrights relate
to the sales of the itens. It is also advisable that the vendor conputers
30a, 30b exeécidt ecteeqy oeddugent oro gayemsntsofes g copakigliss t hr ough

communi cat i on 1£f§%rjqwmgog§oc%%ggsCQHP“%%%S;S%%@QQEBQ E?8thqﬁ&{u%g%gs of

copyrights. After € processes in Steps the site ~conpuatér 20
det er m nes cohptiber anydptysiicals ivhembear eniynphydethl orterat dre tiheliubens
designated by the general user in step 520.  |If no physical, itemis _included
in the desPgnaPediitehfs, e d??ﬁ@“@B%ﬁJﬁéFh?O988?%?%1?ﬁﬁf'%WJSWQP stdp S20

and advances tQ H,2Rc334.1tkh any pysigeal it e &l sigjngkbded ibpst henes
designated itens, the site conputer 20 determnes 'YES in step S20 and
communi cat éstai chnphkeyverdodetempunet s'80a, 130bt ¢ Eohf Bnfh adlenhes the
vendor s ha%%egh§39esignated physical itenms in stock or not in step 322. In
t he external nenory 118 of each of the vendor conputers 30a, 30b are stored
data on physi cal Iift errsy deadtcaln hyethbe arendatclanddt hien daha afesstgoeksdof t he

physical itens are constantly updated by a not shown program n it turned
out that thESURNAbIENGLTENEC Eﬁgf égscﬁﬁﬁf%ﬂ“ﬁy tﬂ%sgeﬁérﬁfe%s§$8iﬁ“gtock as

a result otokhenisteck cophi rrat i ohddhecshbh @ LMPYLEr 20pdeter Mopes rYES 1N
step S24 and advances to step 525. In step S25 the site conputer 20

i nstructs whethenddre conpiprer §230atha0desionsénd pysithle desisgrat édocktens to
the genera%ruﬁgE'ighg§ept§?2yeQ§P%he external memory 118 of each of the

vendor computers 30a, 30b are stored data on physical items
dealt in by the vendor and the data on stocks of the physical
items are constantly updated by a not shown program.

When 1t turned out that the vendor has the items
designated Dby the general user in stock as a result of the
stock confirmation, the site computer 20 determines 'YES' in
step S24 and advances to step S526. In step S26 the site
computer 20 instructs the vendor computers 30a, 30b to send out
the designated items to the gensral user. Thus, the wvendor
computers 30a, 30b receive the instruction of sending out the
items and execute a process for sznding out the items in step
M10. Then the vendors send out the designated items to the
general user by delivery service or post. Thereby, the general
user can 1mmediately obtain the designated physical items
directly from the various vendors, even from vendors in
different countries.

After the above process for sending out the items, the
vendor computers 30a, 30b execute a process for issuing a bill
and a statement of delivery to the site computer 20 in step M12Z.

The site computer 20 receives the issued bill and statement of

delivery and executes a process for paying the price for the

12



conmputers 30a, 30b receive the instruction of sending out the itens,an&}
execute a process for sending out the itens in step MLO. Then tHd Wndst s
send out the designated itens to the general user by delivery service or
post. Thereby, the general wuser can inmediately obtain the designated
physical itenms directly fromthe various vendors, even fromvendors in
different countries. After the above process for sending out the itens, the

vendor conputers 30a, 30b execute a process_for issuing a bill and a
stat enent ofefel iV e V6NHRE SPTRM Hpuiler 28Pi AeStEpvLZe thRebditelonput er

20 receivegtdhesdgssued bi Hd@@gb%a\gﬁé‘@rﬁh@%ayﬂ;@h{V@f Yo 1@, 18X8CHLESt ge Pr OCESS
for paying the price for the 2 2 7 JUN 2065° itens to the vendor conputers

30a, 30b attordiim a4lsa heads [in igne stusp 528\ everys gadensabreod haf thee paynent
of the price for_.the _.ite i,5 also made_in one lu sum every given period
of time a3 iy tfﬁg cage "v’\nln@h ttsrheepﬁ%gg sf?%rpagéi}ﬁngg?hlé%aglytaﬁe%éi'es. After the
process in step A268r t heesidmweesapuier s20p eesqut €se asprecessndigler S50 ng a
bill and a statenent of deIiver% for all of the itens designated by the

r

general us#FCFEeSt hd RIECSSSnptiter 166418 <t epl 584,25 cRudtiif R tca’e where

no physicaliifsm was desi grated DyedNe8enRhAdq USENtaNGdReasi LSer COTPUL er
determned 'NO in step 520. The user conputer 60a receives the issued bil
and st at enei? wfereldnpaitpraflaekacaten Sad priovdssiifgr thayraget Heeprite for
the itens he si.t r. cqr.di he bi [ t Ul4. . Actua
paynment iéﬂﬁ%'%lbfj%¥égggpg%§ﬂgagF?éc?pdgﬁgt%8%%5§?t?%éﬁf%béaﬁg s%l%%. Fi g.
7 is a funcdnortdyl abdtcedimgeam 'NDl' usitr adtigpg $A0aws THe wseter somplitesrs &@wl noney

in the case where neral users . purchase physical itens. The functjon bl ock
di agram i ""EY-VEP %gﬁo&és’tlﬁ 214 q S§§§§B9ﬁér A YuSBHs SBBA S $DB, 60C
purchase physgireabsht ey, Yhemd hengensridle useF sthOA 11688, 60Cthe site

computer 20 according to the bill in step Ul4. Actual payment
is made by credit card, direct debit, bank transfer and so on.
Fig. 7 1is a function block diagram illustrating flows of
orders, items and money 1in the case where general users
purchase physical items. The function block diagram in Fig. 7
shows that, in the case where general users 60A, 60B, 60C
purchase physical items, when the general users 604, 60B, 60C
place an order with the web site 20A for items, the web site
20A instructs the vendors 30A, 30B to send out the ordered
items, which are directly delivered to the general users 60A,
608, 60C from the wvendors 30A, 30B. It also shows that the
prices for the items are paid from the general usérs oCA, 60B,
60C to the web site 20A and that the prices for the items are
paid from the web site 202 to the vendors 30A, 30B. This is the
case where there are trustees of copyrights 7CA, 70B taking
charge of copyrights of the items in each country and, it is
advisable that the wvendors 30A, 30B execute the payment of the
royalties to the trustees of copyrights 70&, 70B and the
procedures therefor as is the case with the download items when

any copyrights relate to the sales of the items.
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pl ace an order with the web site 20A for itens, the web site 20A instructs
the vendors 30A, 30B to send out the ordered itens, which are di recfinyi(s
delivered to the general users 60A, 60B, 60C fromthe vendors 30,&, 305. It
al so shows that the prices for the itenms are paid fromthe general users
60A, 60B, 60C to the web site 20A and that the prices for the itens are
paid fromthe web site 20A to the vendors 30A, 30B. This is the case where

there are trustees of ,copyrights 70A, 703 takin charge of ¢ rights of the
itens in each colfittytand rpg i?utadmastabfrkéetNﬁ’gd?lﬁegi?%ﬁd&% %g%\’,e 308 execut e

the paynmentnefidaie i depsalddsegnbectingyt rust eescohlcopyri ght & 7845u1A0Band the
procedures therefor as is the case wwth the downl oad itens when an
copyri ght sthel at'eotho tFdTesior t RB | BERB. $£3%7 7ticU RLIYOOSCOMHeRET t

turned out dfih e VRRAOL,dgesongh Nane ddieplausiealcbherBodest gnalgd by the

general user as a result of the stock confirmation in Step S22, the site

conput er #i.ermimesitdOconpuistep?G24nanductl ahves feotstepc@8tdm 4ep S30,
0

the site uter 20 instructs the, factqry c uter 40a _bel.onging to a maker
Supplyi ng THE I0@s "Po ot MR GbnaBrot 6L IRt CHaNTt s GhEoFaet org Biput er
40a recei vgs tihemgbove instruction and executes a process for meking the

items in step -10, and the naker to which the factory conputer 40a bel ongs
makes the itensiNSpeRFHqealFYPYLIt Hdj treFs1'8S befndeCHPe 1BEF FeetiWhs of

MD nusic, é}E@cJt%rsmaofpf&&egshefapﬁkirﬁgk%ﬂ%én& wh 0&%4 Dby g musle is
stored. If the itens are piano scores, the maker prints the scores of the
musi c. Therhd heakeacttor ywitienputier ZQaorgxeonpesen placksborliagy msEmb nthout t he

made items, in stej Fl12.; a q t he keritser%dtgu trQe étaerms t ;t%h . general users

by delivery Ser v?%ee %r ﬁgsﬁ’.’ +Eg€*é%y, The ge%%r HOUsEs G g% Cﬁm%lloaﬁel y

obt ai n t hevphysieak ihedse disectdsy Hir,omrha maker makes FDs in which MIDI
music 1s stored. If the items are piano scores, the maker
prints the scores of the music. Then the factory computer 40a
executes a process for sending out the made items in step F12
and the maker send out the items to the general users by
delivery service or post. Thereby, the general users can
immediately obtain the physical items directly from a maker
supplying the physical items to the wvendors, even from a maker
in a different country when the wvendor does not have the
designated items in stock.

After the instruction of making the items in step S$30,
the site computer 20 executes a process for paying royalties in
step S32, as is the case with step S18 and execufes a process
for issuing a bill and a statement of delivery in step S$34 as
described before. The general user executes a process for
paying the price for the items in step Ul4 as described before.

Fig. 8 is a function block diagram illustrating flows of
orders, items and money in the case where the physical items
are out of stock. The function block diagram in Fig. 8 shows
that when the general users 60A, 60B, 60C place an order with
the web site 20A for physical items to purchase the physical
items, the web site 20A directly instructs the makes 40A, 40B
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supplying the physical itens to the vendors, even froma nmaker in a
different country when the vendor does not have the designated ite]rrﬁm' Fhos
stock. After the instruction of naking the itenms in step 530, thd lsite™”
conput er 20 executes a process for paying royalties in step S32, as is the
case with step S18 and executes a process for issuing a bill and a statenent
of delivery in step S34 as described before. The general user executes a

process for ing the price for the itens in _step Ul4 as d rib bef ore.
Fig. 8is ﬁuff’ﬁﬂ%}tr}%n {}I‘eockoﬁg%ﬁﬁcgam HrfUst riati n@g?l ows"af S org@gs, i%g@ms and
nmoney in thesgase wheretbhaapbysheal tddLmmd anhatodhe Of teiis0Cie Haeetumgti on

bl ock diagramin Fig. 8 shows that when the general users_ 60A, 60B, 60C
pl ace an offEEVEIah Ti¥e Wb BprEr20M%0r4PhysPcalei PERBIED PEPERaSELt he

physical ihemsgod he pagh . Git %rgﬂ%géf.g&&éyaﬂ NRIJACT Al hgopRKEg- 404 A0B 14
27 JUN 2BB5 supplyingthe ordered itens to the vendors 30A, 30B,
respecti vekgh sbdtemk@h thedi trxoms Hred wdratsittiee A0Perr® dhe diendet| YyOAdeBDBer ed

fromthe nmakers 40A, 4 to the general. users 'DA, _ 60B, 60C. Paynent.from
he gener AP SLPA6oR. TABB BB O e 2o natios FECIER SRUST PO FRYCRED s L6
20A to theivensdoin 30Acik30BThas ei sradiessd nHeheasaneh8BNEHe &S drke tyesdees have
the physical itens in stock., This js also the case where there are trustees
of copyri gRESCTOEIGTGB t/ARY ndCBhBR G DICTESEPr PHhESPHT IS iCferBe LheBACH

country and, LichS-Adw Sablg that ;khgqvendors 3004 3QB .ex8cyt 8ok hespgyment
of the royalties to the ‘trustees of copyrights 70A, 70B and the procedures

t her ef or asx¢suttche thgsepavineht t g dohal oselvd ttdms when |y dopytieght sofel ate
0T ey Pl Rt BRI SR epL e B chasegL o
t he deal er wiush nghd wndendcanpus erhsaarmyr copyrgohto welshepto the sales

of the items.

Next, a case in which a dealer purchases items will be
described. In this case, the general user may place an order
with the dealer using the user computer 60a or may go to a shop
of the dealer to place the order. When receiving an order from
a general user as above, the dealer has the dealer computer 50a
log in the site computer 20 using the dealer computer 50a in
step D10. The site computer 20 determines the login is a login
from a dealer computer 50a based on the identification data ID
of the logged-in computer and applies a processing program for
dealers in step 540.

Following the above login, the dealer computér 50a orders
one or more items to the site computer 20 through communication
therewith in step D1Z. Since the way of ordering is the same as
the case where a general user places an order with the site
computer 20, the description 1is omitted. When the dealer
completes the order of the items, the site computer 20
transfers the order to the vendor computers 30a, 30b of vendors
dealing in the ordered items with the information representing
the order.

As a result cf the above transfer, the dealer computer
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of the dealer to place the order. \Wen receiving an order from a general
user as above, the dealer has the deal er conputer 50a log in the site
conput er 20 using the deal er conmputer 50a in step 010. The site cor‘rﬁuﬂ@fﬂ 1865
determnes the loginis a login froma deal er conputer 50a based on the
identification data ID of the |ogged-in conputer and applies a processing
program for dealers in step 590. Follow ng the above | ogin, the dealer
conputer 50a orders one or nore itens to the site conputer 20 through
communi cat?Gh SERETeWCPR RIS E D121 U5 ABR RESRAY FEGFEEFI mYdrs tHe same
as the cagg-ahare a general user places an order with the site conputer 20,
the description is omtted. Wien the dealer conpletes the order of the
items, the site Honputedo0corpaisier 803 he3dr daFcept t ReeverdsE cdnpiiers 30a,
30b of ven l: i Lt r hi.ens, yw t infor i

repr esentifn%rn%t hg%%rlgggtcéﬁs %er gt'rsu t%%fal%ﬁe % o%/cg tgr}gnst?leer, q?%ggg%ﬁeedr
conputer iIEFmAtIUN 2005te50d28t and sexommhesi catirngewst fict heenaéindprowonput er s
30a, 30b directly. The vendor conp rs 30a, 30b accept the order qof the

i tems desi gat¥FHYS He-SG8al sy 5&§§e§}2§n tﬁ@e‘?rgﬁ%féﬁ??g S i TR it o' n step
M20 and execit@stadpriaeess or taendihgepUlby the iokder edivienss dm séep, M22.
Then the vendors send out the designated itens to the dealer by delivery
servi ce orAfyEst .theafpreecaste Proeeds talst e W?qumecvﬁ?t&@rrsco?%mt et 30a,

30b exec roce [ [ - iel | t ene, eliyery in
step M24. L{%\ieacgl\ﬁ%i Iag,ggﬁég%jseaﬁég g%ﬁgé?ﬁr %05 al!rglfelllc}::ali \%ég t%heé}‘fast%&ueegqbiiﬁl and
st at enent aflidelriyvely asttbmpxeéut.esMeanyrideessther ¢geyyieng thepptéce I t he

itens to the v.endeq: conput rs.]gi(f)a,ﬁo gccordi the bill in step D14. It
o2V saBIE TRAL PR Py of PHo rL et or TR ey FEar S
a process for paying the price for the items to the vender
computers 30a, 30b according to the bill in step Dl4. It is
advisable that the payment of the price for the items is also
made in one lump sum every given period of time as is the case
with the process for paying the royalties.

When receiving the items as above, the dealer passes the
items to the general user in exchange for the money. In the
case where the dealer accepts the order through communication
between the user computer 60a and the dealer computer 50a, the
selling and purchasing may be made through communication
between the computers 50a and 60a in step D16. In this case,
the dealer executes a process for sending out the ordered item
and sends it out to the general user by deliver§ service oOr
post. Then the dealer computer 50a executes a process for
issuing a bill and a statement of delivery in step D18 as is
the case with step 3534, and the user computer 60a executes a
process for paying the price for the items in step U20 as is
the case with S$20.

In this case, the vendor computers 30a, 30b executes a
process for paying a usage charge of the web site to the site
computer 20 in step M26 after the process in step M24. 1t is

advisable that the payment of the usage charge 1s made in one
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made in one |lunp sumevery given period of tine as is the case wth the
process for paying the royalties. Wien receiving the items as abovejjtihk 2005
deal er passes the itens to the general user in exchange for the noney. In
the case where the deal er accepts the order through comruni cati on between

t he user conputer 60a and the deal er conputer 30a, the selling and

pur chasi ng may be made through communi cati on between the conputers 30a and
60a in step D16. In this case, the dealer executes a process for sending out
t he order ddwipt ™ fie er@isyant Rritliat ehetgeneral 1aséhebyagel imigny tWervi ce or

post . The%m%Q%Sge?$grE@gﬁﬁy&gga§€§%§xecutes a process for issuing a bill and
t o im step

a statene el Tver as is the case with step 534, and the
user conputer 6Fagexéclutses dunprocessléor Qayrag tihéuptiael forf lidhe idfens in

step U20 as js the case with 520.. In this case, the vendor co ters 30a,
30b execut®EeES: prbEBss A 6r "HAGI nd a tips?agce,@S@na"feibeeteofa t‘ﬁ%adjxﬁetb n%) 5%t he site

comput er Qe $k@RgMRReabl 8F EHRHIOCERS dsh 3heR . e | fuhs: iAdHIsRIN e t hat
t he paynent of the usage charge is made in one 16 21 JUN 2005 |unp sum

every gi velageamnodnoFligi ng a30%s & cdde Wit Fadhevperoe e fdnaleayisng
royalties., fFig,s9:1 %Eé‘mé ungtione bl O&é(ap%ﬁa%l%@e'sl L sty ati-ng,;£hows of, o or ders,
itenms and ‘noney I n the case ere a dealer purchases 1tens using the site
conput er Zitas 2dBover The fittiewsi ohhbl ocler diagt aans ferkieg. Foshahs tWedt, in

t he case where e deal er 50A ur ses. jtens en the deal,er places an
or der mﬁtﬁltﬁe:agb t%iFgezdﬁn?8EStﬁ£ﬁ?t2%%{ EUToN %Q%e?rggr?gaﬁg?ggrgéefron1the
web site BQACtOyt Bel mendor $r38ALh30Bask-4 Pezgr depedoi tigdsdayler diozect |y
delivered fromthe vendors 30A, 30B to the dealer 50A. It al so shows that

the pricedt erlsehehpranshaketpai BriFom the tfoal @ S504% GaiRe RGNS 30A,
30B and that,Lhesygage Ghar@ede$s 30a, 30B and that the usage charge is

paid from the vendors 30A, 30B to the web site 20A. This is
also the case where there are trustees of copyrights 70Aa, 70B
taking charge of copyrights of the items in each country and,
it 1s advisable that the vendors 30A, 30B execute the payment
of the royalties to the trustees of copyrights 70A, 70B and the
procedures therefor as is the case with the download items when
any copyrights relate to the sales of the items.

As 1s clear from the description, according to the above
embodiment, the general users 60a, 60B, 60C can purchase items
dealt in by a plurality of wvendors 30A, 30B each belonging to
different countries together at one web site 207 and the items
are delivered from the plurality of vendors 3OA,‘ 30B to the
general users 60A, 60B, 60C. Therefore, the general users 604,
60B, 60C can easlily purchase various items irrespective of the
countries to which the vendors 30A, 30B belong without delay.

Also, the general users 604, 60B, 60C can purchase a
physical item and a download item together at one web site 203,
and can have the download item downloaded at once and have the
physical item delivered from the vendors 30A, 30B. Therefore,

the general users 60A, 60B, 60C can easily purchase items in

various forms irrespective of the form thereof, and can
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paid fromthe vendors 30A, 30B to the web site 20A. This is also the case
where there are trustees of copyrights 70A, 70B taking charge ofycgpyilights
of the itens in each country and, it is advisable that the vendors 30A, 30B
execute the paynent of the royalties to the trustees of copyrights 70A, 70B
and the procedures therefor as is the case with the downl oad itens when any
copyrights relate to the sales of the itens. As is clear fromthe
description, according to the above _enbodinent, the general users 60A, 60B,
60C can puttRksiebelangPtabal o4y atprardl iRdyF téfuv@hdor s 30A, 30B each

bel onging to di[%Fé'cﬁ%tr,(:%‘fateﬂse§r<§r9§l§¥eh%ren@§:a9n§séé(’)%sb éont € @A apd Lhe itens

are delivered fromthe plurality of vendors 30A, Bto the general users
60A, 608, &OC.eTheilefoire, be hdegeheralth ugersnsoveb 0B BOC candeasileys

purchase various itens irrespecti of e untries t ich the vendors
30A, 30B bglf%nﬁg&\}met %rﬁ?radlelg%rsAl és/[g%’ t 6eEb’geb-nde‘ér)a reus%:r%ep%@%] Bt,h%o?ie%an
pur chase asitphyXicaind temeand facfownnt oadaidrerddrogetcheraatfonecavebo sthe 20A,

and can have the downl oad item downl oaded at, once apnd have the hysical item

] e p
del i ver ed f#iRThe’Wenddts 30RSI8ABISThERRT GFRLCT t R'e® geMer 8RS tk%r STEBA, 608,

60C can easidys PAW Chaseybih eBBed N2oN AL ONStAQKIE tHd esheedd veof the form
thereof, and can 17 2 7 JUN 2005 inmediately obtain downl oad itens in
particul arnotvbgeovep, aoptbes Febmstthe demertdle yselsr6CAR, 66Bd 60 andb deal er

50A can be_dealt..w th ne i 20A, or, S r t he neral users
60A, 603, B0 a%oél\ 588e%%5é‘g %’f&%ﬁe%\/\ggt (gf\toe&%% g%ﬁ&ot%h erage r 5m59 ﬁé deal er
50A are transferrettiar,t henvehdovsn®OA,303083 08 heés efar enavichehdeakaer50A can

easily order jtens _at the web site 20A even t%)u t he vendor 30A, 30B do
not set upPEAttIer \eBSstteStorkt He'SudaPer 5oL VARt AFTE REBCTEi B 209 can

al so expecgiadaty ofief ders frpmrtshesgieal epp50ho R hekkeWheR t hesyendor
30A, 30B do not have the ordered
Therefore, the time taken to deliver the items to the general
users 60A, €60B, 60C is shortenaed and the general users 60A, &0B,
60C can obtain various items without waiting for a long time
until the items arrive.

In the above embodiment, the site computer 20 =xecutes
the stock confirmation and the instruction of making the item
to the factory computer 40a in the case where the item is out
of stock. However, the vendor computers 30a, 30b may execute
the confirmation and the instruction instead as shown in Fig.
10. Namely, when the site computer 20 determines that the
physical items are included in step 520 in Fig. 10, the site
computer 20 may instruct directly to the vendor cémputers 30a,
30b to send out the items in step 526 as above at once without
confirming the stock.

Meanwhile, the vendor computers 30a, 30b confirm whether
the physical items 1s 1in stock or not 1in response to the
instruction of sending out the items in step M30 based on the
data on the physical items stored in the external memory 118 of
the vendor computers 30a, 30b. When the items are in stock, the
vendor computers 30a, 30b determines 'YES' 1in step M32 and

execute a process for sending out the items, as 1s the case
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physical items in stock, the web site 20A places orders at once directl

with the makers 40A, 40B who can nmake the itens. Therefore, the tiine!iNa 8n
to deliver the itens to the general users 60A, 60B, 60C is shortened and the
general users 60A, 60B, 60C can obtain various itens without waiting for a
long tinme wuntil the itens arrive. In the above enbodi nent, the site conputer
20 executes the stock confirmation and the instruction of nmaking the item
to the factory conputer 40a in the case where the itemis out of stock
However, tWehyedthor abevputBbedBOIL -30bl P x editte 1§9E coff | ARAEVOARSANd t he

inStrUCtiqg?ﬁg?&%a@e%§ﬁ§h9$nFﬁé]égﬁ%raliﬁseyanahﬁejﬂnﬁgsggg §5£ei%?gPH er 20

determnes t t he ysical i1tens are included in step S20 I n 0, the
site conputeilR0amayai sshtemtndi oectéyivtaryt hepayemdort heomputcer st@0athe30b to
send out the itens hg step S26,as above a ance wi thout confirmng the
stock. Meanwhtl 8F=t h8® ﬂﬁ%ﬁ“b&ﬁﬁu?@ﬁ%? 9385 konfi rm whet her  the physi cal
itens is in stocked N4 pRysesponseers0 ddie gniafstr wet iR ofersandi ngseut the
itens in step MBO based on the data on the physical items stored in the

ext ernal neHBIRF 128CoftC t KB V&HidoPLcoMiiiter 8330%, 8681 wWith the i ¢efgkare in

st ock, th%on\ﬁ%g&%ggmyﬁe_rs?'tggpam%(?b deterpnes. ' YeRoukArst epoyB2 and

execute a proceéess for sending out the itens, as is the case 18 27 JUN 2005
with the aboverembodNfrenin Sther 8BY, antheadvaews arested iN®Er.edIlfir ohep hé34endor

to the general user. The proc es .f.or .i ssui a hill and a state t of

ol 1 ver . |y 1R e SHPP AR T or e 208, Shechre e Sareoll eRetafeterts

enbodi mentpe \heAntheophysheat duensidestgnateshdydct heegenatats usermakar ned
out to be out of stock as a result of the stock confirmation in step MO,
the vendortiConpbtBFs 30d! 3ZOBPORRS eFfli Hd@tvD théy SPERONVB2 CARBYAGFant® to step

M34. In stepMds 2 process for making the 1items in step F10 and
executes a process for sending out the items in step F12. Then
the maker sends out the items either directly or through the
vendor from whom the instruction of making the items received
to the general user. For example, if the maker is a part of the
vendor and exists in the same place, it i1s advisable that the
items are delivered through the wvendor. If the maker and the
vendor are in different places, it is advisable that the items
are sent out directly from the maker. In this case, the
processes for issuing a bill and a statement of delivery,
paying the price for the item are the same as the above
embodiment.

Fig. 11 is a function block diagram illustrating flows of
orders, items and money 1n the case where the physical items
are out of stock. The function block diagram in Fig. 11 shows
that when the general users 60A, 60B, 60C place an order with
the web site 20A in order to purchase the physical items, the
order is transferred through the web site 20A to the vendors
30A, 30B, the vendors 30A, 30B instruct the makers 40A, 40B to
make and send out the ordered items, and the ordered items are
sent out from the makers 40A, 40B or the wvendors 30A, 30B to
the general users 6037, 60B, 60C. Payment of the price for the
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t he vendor conputers 30a, 30b instruct the factory conputer 40a belonging to
a maker supplying the itens to the vendors to make the itenms. In response to
that, the factory conputer 40a executes a process for making the it mmmzm5
step F10 and executes a process for sending out the itens in step é 2. Then
t he maker sends out the itens either directly or through the vendor from
whom the instruction of making the items received to the general user. For

exanple, if the maker is a part of the vendor and exists in the same place,
it is advisee 99 HRe 9eNEERE APt iAverdd t KP6uGR £he YeRddFES 1403 he

meker and the syvendofe ale i wdi fherent mplacesdott hsnadvisable that fhe itens
are sent out directly fromthe maker. In this case, the processes for

i ssui ng a bil Fhandaaestcdt ehlent ab@\’@elembe@wentpay"flhgs t he prlisce ther ¢deeitem
are the saf ast&ﬂ%ean%? g@ngngnkru ﬁgesl%OAs e%éuggﬁion gqq%%%glggram

illustrati ng 751 ows 6f “or e eis and noney in the case Where physi cal
items ar ecquftrightst aakeadimecduntatyi @mdbh@cksdaagtﬁm]rm thizg. thd sbewsrs t hat
when the general_ users 660A, 603, 60C p I%ce an order with the web site 20A

in order toburc¥&se tRE Phys? cH 4SS, [Phe POY M iSYALAAEFer FRd tHF ough

the web sit&,20AntQ wesye@éior@A 30/ 308, pidtedviendor e 304 30B jmstpxdict the
makers 40A, B to nmake and send out the ordered itens, and the ordered

itens are castofouthef EhpvehemhaReren 4oMen O orcae iubhaoreslB0A, tB0B2 0 t he
gener al 6 B, C. Paynent of the price for the 19 z 7 JUN 2005
itenms fro %Jhes %éngrﬁgl ueSTgSrs 60A, 60B, 60C to the web site 20A and fromthe
web site 20A to Ir’rwe\bezndotrrse 30Ane30RB kane tadeledsvern thee tases ofot hehabove

embodi nent. This is als he case ere there are copyrights trustees 70A,
70B t aki nggecrr%%eu&rersc '6@?5 ?91 eath ¥ and % Chutisabte T hat the

vendors 3Qﬁ1c§QﬁlﬂX©%@E@u§ Pt 8L SSi fifutPayiRgnfoyakt kesoh® thee until
the items arrive.

In the above embodiment, when the dealer 50A places an
order with the wvendors 30A, 30B through the web site 20A, the
items are sent out to the dealer 50A. However, the i1tems may be
delivered directly to the general users 60A, ©0B, 60C, or a
body or a person designated by the general users 603, 60B, 60C
from the vendors 304, 30B.

In the above embodiment and modified embodiment, when a
vendor does not have physical items in stock, the site computer
20 or the vendor computers 30a, 30b automatically instruct the
factory computer 40a to send out the items. However, the
general users 60A, 60B, 60C may be able to opt ei%her to wailt
until the designated items arrive at the wvendors 30A, 30B or to
instruct the factory computers 40a, 40b to send them out at
once. This is because there is a case where, when the items to
be made are temporal things, for example musical scores, the
items have been merely printed using the printer 120 but not
bound.

In the above embodiment, the items dealt in by the site
computer 20 are music-related items such as musical scores and

collection of MIDI music. However, the web site 20A may deal in
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copyrights trustees 70A, 70B and procedures therefor as in the case of the
above enbodi nent when any copyrights relate to the sales of the itens,
Thereby, the tine taken to deliver the itenms to the general users éd&ﬂ“é@@,
60C i s shortened and the general users can obtain various itens w thout
waiting for a long tinme until the itens arrive. In the above enbodi nent,
when the deal er 50A places an order with the vendors 30A, 30B through the
web site 20A, the itens are sent out to the deal er 50A. However, the itens
may be deliteefed giGeclryetol tfRs geheral tigerdt 60/&™S60B, 60C, or a body or
a person desi gnated t ner , 6 ; r he, ve rs 30A,
30B. In the abovége Saiﬁgﬁggaﬁg@h§g§§§€6 gé%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ??cvﬁéngghbvéﬁgogg%oes not
have physi esbunpens i hthgt odle t henddte dofpuner 3PH eret hen vemedondoeput er s

30a, 30b autonmtically instruct the factory conputer 40a to send o t he
i tens. Fbmgbéggstﬁgmfgg%%rgﬁuég FSQ%E%?%BO5TE ey e abﬁ%m?ﬁﬂﬂpt%éFther to

wait unti kvehberdesisgnabed iirt easyardowergt she vegdons 30Ay 308 orirt 0a
instruct the factory conputers 40a, 40b to send themout at once. This is
because t heFBIREMEY Qs EMREF 675 whe Mt esSi tBME 1D Hpé riBeCar® Tiémpor al _
things, for exanphg musigal 8360H8Sent he s | LEOS hawe keenrnerel y peisated using
the printer 120 but not bound. In the above enbodinent, the itens dealt in
by the siteéenveohput ean0ifar gilisie- reldaretodd ehisats uehr amisnusididlicecores and
col l ection_of. Dl _ nusi G. ver.. th b site 20A | in, 20 2.7 JUN
5005 ot hePSinSr e B T aReREssrehag Yot Tk rPdre ol e aBése” of
enbodi ment thdesesiqitd amveasiorde on the assunption that the vendors 30A and
303 are in the United States and the United Kingdom respectively. However,
t he
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vendors may be in any country as long as they are in a plurality of
countries or nmay be in nore than two countries. The above enbodi t @)20 pne
exanple of the present invention and it will be understood that arwJ Q

nodi fication rmay be nmade w thout departing fromthe object and the spirit of
the present invention. 21 2 7 JUN 2005 WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 1. Asite
conput er conmmuni cable through a network with a first vendor conputer of a
first vendor belonging to a first country, a second vendor conputer of a
second vendor belonging to a second country different fromsaid first
country and a user conputer é)léél user, said site conputer
executing the steps of: enabling sinultaneous designation of itens
respectively sold by said first and second vendors from said user conputer
by said genedal? ygse adrentén comaunicehte aiteoedpywr ngtwad; wakd a fsrstuct i ng said
first and second vendor. compuiers tp._s 0 id it to i d _gener al
user undeP“ForidIt 'il%eﬁ:s ng %sarﬁ)lﬁégi ﬁ%qﬁgn%g%nggh%s?(gngt %6%[%?03& i tagm;

respect k@i Seindoby cambuteti oSt aansbcdadorendoternsiliosginPmsakdsaeser al  user,
whereby the first and second vendor conputers comunicate with _conputers

bel ongi REURGYt fiifieagrt fropneaide SpyFh GRERMY0 RS & HFRT tIREPPERIC 888 % or paynent
of the %Oé{&leﬂcgf%se“r:be trustees of the copyrights belonging respectively to
countries™ belonging to the first and second vendors. 2. A site conputer
communi calslagédthiteughrrutaetamerktia hhe sbeppdd: conputer of a vendor selling

itenms includin .physi cal, _i ; of - r d giHm a dpownl oad
item corrposedel(!";“f\bal&ga{i;ag é:ra%%:oﬁl@sf%g aj'glg%a%fi ?‘g%"saﬁn% ai d‘vggﬁn?%léjg item
represeby thbd sfirst @ndt satoraindreaduser froonpaiér usee dedmpuaegelber ediduser, said

i r in f: enabling sinmultan i gnati on of
Site compuel exgeubing ! e SLERS SL cSHARLAAG, SLy! taneous designation o

instracting said first and second vendor computers to send out
said items to said general user under conditions of said simultaneous
designation of said items respectively sold by said first and second
vendors from said general user, whereby the first and second vendor
computers cammunicate with computers belonging to trustees of the
copyrights to execute the procedure for payment of the royalties, the
trustees of the copyrights belonging respectively to countries

belonging to the first and second vendors.

2. A site computer communicable through a network with a
vendor computer of a vendor selling items including a physical item
composed of record medium and a download item composed of data
wherein said physical item and said download item represent the same
content and a user computer used by a general user,

said site computer executing the steps of:
enabling simultaneous designation of said physical item and
said download item from said user computer by said general user,
wherein said download item has been stored; and

downloading said download item to said user computer and
instructing said vendor computer to send out said physical item to
said general user under conditions of said simultaneous designation

of said physical item and said download item from said general user.
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said downl oad itemfromsaid user conputer by said general user, wherein
sai d downl oad item has been stored; and downl oadi ng said download itemto
said user conputer and instructing said vendor conputer to send out fﬁUWQZME
physical itemto said general user under conditions of said sinultaneous
designation of said physical itemand said dowload itemfrom said genera
user. 22 2 7 JUN 2005 3. A site conmputer comuni cabl e through a network
with a vendor conputer of a vendor selling an item a user conputer used by
a general user and a deal er conputer used by a dealer, said site conputer
executing the steps of: determ ning whether a |ogged-in conputer is said user

computer or sgi dadegter copuRuLechfBedaan: | deRiih GaliRiotlat aitihey eof

accepting designation of an itemfromsaid | ogged-in conputer by said general

user, i nenhdoctdonguisai of vendodor osplting arp 1send sowser seimgputiesiugadtler itemto

sai d general user_ and iLssui a bill for sajd esignated itemto said user
conput e gﬁ?%rﬁzt P& F‘S}%ﬁﬁ%?%%ﬁ%@‘%% sU® dﬁ%%’ as%ea %dgged-i n conputer is said
user conpuiBl; sand chiffftet esxdongisqitiedasipgnatd on of said item from said

| ogged-in conputer by said dealer to said vendor computer under conditions

that said | o iR FPEERIT i% 1069 d8aPePEERpHE o731 WHEF cBYFP8EPE vendor
conput er, ﬁl@ﬁié‘lé%‘ EbmdREr S badss 1 :9RAL S chE &30 dhea SRkfesieal er conputer

automati ca sit'e conputer communicable through a ne’tvvork with a
vendor conput ecceftiagvderignasiin iofigaanitenefirom faddt dpygecomputapubér a  nmaker
maki ng said_item solfl sai.gsvenQQr anddavgggr conput er .used gener al

b by a
user, sard & eIEo| aut%gfleréxécu |r<1:gl??1esasl’t eps or: AL %tb?ri ntgf;3 5‘8&?9%%% on of
sai d it enifirdunignatddusesm eonpatd gehyralsasel gadeisaluinger bitonforr Bahg whet her
sai d vendor has said desighated itemin stock or_not through conmunication
with saidgsiFsdsd %ﬁﬁﬂpﬁpe§ald user computer automatically under conditions
that said logged-in computer 1s said user computer; and
transferring said designation of said item from said logged-in
computer by said dealer to said vendor computer
under conditions that said logged-in computer is said dealer computer,
whereby said vendor computer issues a bill for said designated item

to said dealer computer automatically.

4. A site computer communicable through a network with a
vendor computer of a vendor selling an item, a factory computer of a
maker making said item sold by said vendor and a user computer used
by a general user,
said site computer executing the steps of:
accepting designation of said item from said user computer by
said general user;
confirming whether said vendor has said designated item in
stock or not through communication with said vendor computer;
instructing said vendor computer to send out said designated
item to said general user automatically under conditions that said
vendor has said designated item in stock ;and
instructing said factory computer to send out said designated
item to said general user automatically under conditions that said

vendor does not have said designated item in stock.
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instructing said vendor conputer to send out said designated itemto said
general user automatically under conditions that said vendor ha§7%9N905
designated itemin stock ;and instructing said factory conputer to sen£ out
said designated itemto said general user automatically under conditions
that said vendor does not have said designated itemin stock. 23 2 7 JUN
2005 5. A vendor conputer of a vendor selling an item conmunicable through
a network with a user conputer used by a general user, a site conputer
accessed from said user conputer and a factory conputer of a maker making
said item said vendor conputer executing the steps of: accepting designation

of said item ¥i & SahdosSidfptaivies Ragef sdnifesindnedn Okokhealieabld rom said
user conputer by said general user; confirm ng whether said designated item

is in stbokudhr anegtworkxedht ey praREss Ysed BErmligagealt user d adestgnated item
" i d | 2 . : fod i ST t ock:
0 sal %ﬁ@f [ Al e#”&%& cong ‘u[:,éfer {géér S@kdy %%E‘é%@?é:ﬁg%%%%g S h stoc

and instT i ng~ sai actory conpu nake sa m
aut omat imaRét yakigesatdnidietn, ons that said designated itemis out of stock. 6.

A record nediumstoring a programused in a site conputer communicable
t hrough a %émow?%%at?f%gc%ﬁﬁ&h%&ﬁﬁm &fof a first vendor bel onging

to a first coidabtyng dese§AdoN eAaiaoiRu @ia &fidassas rpyeidessdel onging to

a second country ditferent fromsaid first country and a user conputer used
by a gemér dsigaerionstheresf offnfaEharHi PV SYetaldogenasidbliary
siml taneous dgsi g0atd Qhether LaTE dLIHRLIA eloh 50! th bR dbiy st and second
vendors fromsaid use conputer by sard general user erein the itens are
copyright ed; erecutnsyr acprompssaifdr f sersiingndut esaind deshgtwrtedoripent ets t o send
out” said;iitems Lp 389 9808T AlndiREsdNdBE SN 44908, 33LE 5L My taneous
stock; and
instructing said factory computer to make said designated item
automatically under conditions that said designated item is out of

stock.

6. A record medium storing a program used in a site camputer
canmmunicable through a network with a first vendor computer of a
first vendor belonging to a first country, a second vendor computer
of a second vendor belonging to a second country different from said
first country and a user computer used by a general user,

said program containing the steps of:

enabling simultaneous designation of items respectively sold
by said first and second vendors from said user computer by said
general user wherein the items are copyrighted; and

instructing said first and second vendor camputers to send out
said items to said general user under conditions of said simultaneous
designation of said items sold by said first and second vendors from
said general user, whereby the first and second vendor camputers
commnicate with computers belonging to trustees of the copyrights to
execute the procedure for payment of the royalties, the trustees of
the copyrights belonging respectively to countries belonging to the

first and second vendors.
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designation of said itens sold by said first and second vendors from said
general user, whereby the first and second vendor conputers conmuni cafeUWizi
conput ers belonging to trustees of the copyrights to execute the procedure
for paynent of the royalties, the trustees of the copyrights bel ongi ng
respectively to countries belonging to the first and second vendors. 24 27
JUN 2005 7. A record nediumstoring a programused in a site conputer

comuni cabl e through a network with a vendor conputer of a vendor selling
items including a physical item conposed of record nediumand a downl oad

i tem conposed of data wherein said physical itemand said download item

r epresent theﬁaﬂfer@é&ﬁeﬁédﬁﬂfjs%oﬁﬁfg{)aC%W&f WeediD ArgeBgRkepser, said
ena

program contai ni ng the steps of: si mul t aneous desi gnati on of said
physi calcommaricahte s*eti@ughlo&nhemnkt eim:lﬁr errvgraicur woRputtInft ér Ysypdemi d gener al

user; and,,down oad| S [ an
|nstruct|%6”§hﬁg ven go Sen ‘?ng?%cﬁhgéF%ﬁrggégﬁ%?%9 sai d
gener al ajsiemmdeit@@r&dmd)smsmfdm dherémml taneqihysdesl dnatiam saldsaid
physical item and said downl oad itemfrom said general user. 8. A record

medi um BP9 AR FGPRRTSIEe 41 ?n’sa&‘esF?‘éte@Gnﬁ%‘i?éar USEH HTRTRHESD | BethPbugh a

net wor k avgblra1vendor conputer of a vendor selling an item a user conputer
used by a“general user and a dealer uter used by a deal er, said program
cont ai ni ngs3idePEIgEps @tageinsy ﬁﬁlﬁlﬁ’ﬁgpwﬁgher a |l ogged-in corrput er is said

user conp %1%5 11 s%ﬂmh?t%%%b&rd %%H#Pcfn hase g“iqoﬁ%‘gg%ifi&% ' ‘Egié thereof;

accepting desigmation of said rom sai I'n conmputer by said
gener al dmelqadl msstnr gedm r&yldamsﬂaxvemtmtecwmuaed gerneres]emldenutar@al d designat ed

itemto said %g i suin g a bil r Eald deshgpated ten1to
sai d user au?%ﬁ%tl ¥ under™ éﬁhdﬁﬁﬁ ns"{Hat “CH
conput erinlsﬁrmuﬁlg USEld GeRpdl efar-atek to send out said physical item to

said general user under conditions of said simultaneous designation

of said physical item and said download item from said general user.

8. A record medium storing a program used in a site computer
communicable through a network with a vendor computer of a vendor
selling an item, a user computer used by a general user and a dealer
camputer used by a dealer,

said program containing the steps of:
determining whether a logged-in computer is said user computer
or said dealer computer based on identification data thereof;
accepting designation of said item from said logged-in
computer by said general user, instructing said vendor computer to
send out said designated item to said general user and issuing a bill
for said designated item to said user computer automatically under
conditions that said logged-in computer is said user computer; and
transferring said designation of said item from said logged-
in computer by said dealer to said vendor computer under conditions
that said logged-in computer is said dealer computer, whereby said
vendor computer issues a bill for said designated item to said dealer

computer automatically.
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transferring said designation of said itemfromsaid | ogged- in conputer by
sai d dealer to said vendor conputer under conditions that said | ogged4inz2005
conputer is said deal er conputer, whereby said vendor conputer issues a bill
for said designated itemto said dealer conputer automatically. 25 2 7 JUN
2005 9. Arecord nediumstoring a programused in a site conputer

comuni cabl e through a network with a vendor conputer of a vendor selling an
item a factory conputer of a maker making the itemsold by said vendor and
a user conputer used by a general user, said progéam cont.ai ning the steps of:
accepting desi gnﬁtf?ﬁ?"éf m@%r”&‘i 8BRS SrPEIFFUEEFY cBAUSEFS 05P™E5F gener al
user; CQRfunkiiicaglvhetdagh Sai deM@tfiokyiBRSa S déhde Top@lead Jt @Myefdst ock  or

not through communication with said vendor conputer; instructing said vendor
conput ersellbinge 8 dtRM,s & dadedygFarRe-er Pend tlakes Balgeethe <8y sald omatical |y
under cqpdjt. j ecrg)g[P [ es| itemin stock; and
instr uc%’né&s‘l{;i{}%ﬁ#ﬁ%‘?? ggﬁ%ut e ﬁ%éo}agtsa%% bgutg %él%gg%g%i(aghat ed itemto said
gener al ussridaptayranicamithynimdéehe cedstafons that said vendor does not have
sai d desi gnat ed itemén.stoc.k. 12. A.record nedi umdgt or i ng a gro?ﬁr)am used in
a vendor co L% IS LIRAGS, S8 F’Pjn% HET AR S WER g SR U

comuni Gakb eydnbral@led; Network with a user conputer used by a general user,
a site conputer accessed from said user conmputer and a factory conputer of a
maker maki ngC@Eiigmine whekhard Spd geafPt daf afHichges kmased geBfin §6e@pt i ng

desi gnald oRuOknsalfh bbMia(bacRR 88 68:6 YBRbLIcABRt, on designation ther eof

id user conputer by said general user, confirm ng whether said

from sai
desi gnat ed i imghrusting staadk vendet compxeerut fngsendpraateseidf odesigndied) out said

desi gnatied i Lemie (3RkehiOsRRr b tagk 400y FOR0 LLRDR 4N 381 daflpsi onat ed
vendor has said designated item in stock; and
instructing said factory computer to send out said designated
item to said general user automatically under conditions that said

vendor does not have said designated item in stock.

10. A record medium storing a program used in a vendor
computer of a vendor selling an item, said vendor computer
communicable through a network with a user computer used by a general
user, a site computer accessed from said user computer and a factory
computer of a maker making said item,

said program containing the steps of:
accepting designation of said item via said site computer based
on designation thereof from said user computer by said general user,
confirming whether said designated item is in stock or not,
executing a process for sending out said designated item to
said general user under conditions that said designated item is in
stock; and

instructing said factory computer to make said designated item

automatically under conditions that said designated item is out of

stock.

11. A method for selling items using a site computer
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stock; and instructing said factory conputer to nake said designated item
automatically under conditions that said designated itemis out of Shﬂ%h%
11. A method for selling itens using a site conputer 26 27 JUN 2005

comuni cabl e through a network with a first vendor conmputer of a first vendor
bel onging to a first country, a second vendor conputer of a second vendor
bel onging to a second country different fromsaid first country and user
conput er used by a general user, said site conputer executing the steps of:
enabl i ng si nmul t aneous deS|gnat|on of itenms respectively sold by said first
and secRETWERABIS HHONERaRd "ESETICoRpth & S aVﬁ%}é’ é%oﬁ‘PutEE}’se‘?f wherein the

I tems arg -LoRydy gPtﬁéionsmﬂg RSt ‘f?c%é{'g:o%?&érf decaﬁg,pggf conmputers

to send out said itens’to said general con Itions sai d
si nul t argoasseatadi geraborobelghngsag d-d taeﬁeccrrelspemuxvetiyfﬁmeut bfregasdidi r st and
second vendors from ai d _gener user ereb Y5 he first and second vendor

corrputer 4 2b i af‘:'g Wth ¢ %n%ﬁ?lér%segek%nggﬁ 0 Y¥U<t ees of the copyrights

t o execut esdides preoeafpiter f @tecnayie the oftepbeof oyaltl es, the trustees of the
copyrights bel ongl ng resgectl vely to countries belonging to the first and

second vendoPRAP11Dg “HINEEMEPUP ofeHGPRATIRY P‘Feﬁ%e“l:"rsifﬁ%t%}’?]éf Sepuper
comuni %%%ef%egom secdiff VRRdord o SKeadRer CORUALEE 59; s éaedy;llgfal sel |i ng

said itens and a user conputer used by a general “user, I tens including
a physi wbriwenebbrtpesiet@mefalreecopﬂrmde@maaﬂd a downl oad item conposed of
dat a wherein, sal h S|ca i Ioad em represent t he sane
cont ent, SaIHlSII}l%Pgé : fler%gc%f“?ns;e%t A utt ﬁ%l?ng Q nfif't aneous
desi gnatga@a dems attcdl saws;e@ai:al t&@ramdiesacmdldwm mdsﬁ&mlnmméausd user

conput er sai.d er user; and 0 sa ownload itemto said
usgP corﬁjﬁﬁ gprt éﬂragofn g items respectgve vy sgﬂi b?( l(gi fd rst and second

vendors from said gereral user, whereby the first and second vendor
computers communicate with computers belonging to trustees of the
copyrights to execute the procedure for payment of the royalties, the
trustees of the copyrights belonging respectively to countries

belonging to the first and second vendors.

12. A method for selling items using a site computer
communicable through a network with a vendor computer of a wvendor
selling said items and a user computer used by a general user, said
items including a physical i1tem composed of record medium and a
download item composed of data wherein said physical item and said
download item represent the same content,

said site computer executing the steps of:
enabling simultaneous designation of said physical item and said
download item from said user computer by said general user; and
downloading said download item to said user computer and
instructing said vendor computer to send out said physical item to
said general user under conditions of said simultaneous designation

of said physical item and said download item from said general user.

13. A method for selling items wusing a site computer

communicable through a network with a vendor computer of a vendor
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instructing said vendor conmputer to send out said physical itemto said
general user under conditions of said simnmultaneous designation of said
physi cal item and said downl oad itemfrom said general user. 13. A Tethéd f or
selling itenms using a site conputer conmunicable through a network with a
vendor conputer of a vendor 27 Z 7 JUN 21105 selling an item a user
conputer used by a general user and a deal er conputer used by a dealer, said
site conputer executing the steps of: determ ning whether a |ogged-in
conmputer is said user conputer or said dealer conputer based on

i dent i f i%eddiemh adalbether 85FE CORPREP URgd desiagAane Bfes angd ft@8AlPFom sai d

| ogged-i neral user, instructing the vendor conputer to
send oufﬂmggagyge5|g a?gh |ggh1to sai d general user and issuing a bill for
said desi gmat edte tcempttersaxatuiseg thenptapsr ofut omati cally under conditions
that said |lo i.n. COS&F%E i s .said. user conputer; _an transferring said

desi gnati on gg T RLNq aﬂloggF%g]dle&OW] ed:or’rf)u?%lr Bt af &S Fer to said

vendor CeHTRHiE et ISe cogfitdirt b bhaidensaf ok 0ggeEth neHeRBPEf er is said deal er
conmput er, whereby said vendor conputer issues a bill for said designated

itemto sai dageRIEPg FHENRECNAQE ovAld dbeT Eromssaid degsRstiPoFORMIEPF ng an item
using a tﬁlﬁof}Pﬁ&%ﬁ uSeATTUIY ?Pcl:@l rt%!égk}eﬁddletég%h[agt%ﬁ L%’r 3seY1§n%8£ comput er

of a vendor ing an ttem a factory conputer ing said item
sold bysaddi dbsztgnaltﬂd ahem gousard genprileuses etidbyssaviggnertallluser sasdid site

d f d
oer corBt Iy TEH GoOERE it SR B REh ARG A N Ea A VEERr has Sai

desi gnatig@ti écia I]_d_‘igcﬁidoﬁllk coﬁc[)uﬂﬁ:t ik hsnidg Hs@o eokniteat i @ Wi th sai d vendor
conmputer; instructing said vendor corrput er to send out sai d_desi gnat ed item

to said geneFé@ﬁ?EF%t%ﬁﬁt?%%lW? Iu&E &3t 5eBnErehaidldaigaged-in

computer by said dealer to said vendor computer under conditions that

said logged-in computer is said dealer computer, whereby said vendor
computer issues a bill for said designated item to said dealer

computer automatically.

14. A method for selling an item using a site computer
communicable through a network with a vendor computer of a vendor
selling an item, a factory computer of a maker making said item sold
by said vendor and a user camputer used by a general user,

said site computer executing the steps of:

accepting designation of said item from said user computer by
said general user;

confirming whether said vendor has said designated item in stock
or not through communication with said vendor computer;

instructing said vendor computer to send out said designated
item to said general user automatically under conditions that said
vendor has said designated item in stock; and

instructing said factory computer to send out said designated
item to said general user automatically under conditions that said

vendor does not have said designated item in stock.

15. A method for selling an item using a vendor computer of a
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vendor has said designated itemin stock; and instructing said factory
conputer to send out said designated itemto said general user automatically
under conditions that said vendor does not have said designated iZtlefli 1§05
stock. 15. A nethod for selling an itemusing a vendor conputer of a 28 27
JUN 2005 vendor selling an item said vendor conputer comruni cable through a
network with a user conputer used by a general user, a site conputer

accessed from said user conputer and a factory conputer of a maker rmaking
said item said vendor conputer executing the steps of: accepting designation
of sai d VePeeR WAl @NsiEM.c SRpYt EINdBESEAPUSHE deXTHRaGeEAe t HEosgh 3 rom sai d

user Comtaﬁétg{r RY+58 ds8eNEhRut s &lsed sgrﬁ ;grggmgl gflgg{-,h%r sae'édcd&gﬁwpat ed item

is in stoc not; executing a process sendi ng out sai esignated item
to sai d ageesyedl fonsersabddeser opeipuitensarichat featodoyd esimguiadre ebfi memakar i n st ock;
and instructing.said factory conmputer to nake said designated item

aut onat i %Saﬁ%ell’teﬁlbndi tions that said designated itemis out of stock.

16. A sitesgaamuider c@mpibar caktet iy englhstapseirsork with a vendor conputer as
claimed in claim2 wherein said download itemis_an electronic nusical score

and sai d phy3FeRFing deFignatippioh eaitnidPRaria sait S16f qHRUEIMPRedic. 17. A
record ngdj égq%ﬁ ARy [FOBE MU SE b &m@' (ol : i,cabl e through
a netvvo;%1 {:ll\llt %&\ﬁgng%%e%on%%ter as%gl ai e h}t'% ?rg#&tﬁe%er\}\%%w%@ai d downl oad
itemis an etadiirohig whediarabast ceeigmiedsHieth phyisi sbdck bemdts a printed

musi cal score_of the sane

nusikc. 18.. A nethod .for .selli itens using a site
conput er co??fﬁfhlitﬁ%%laepf%cregﬁg%o% Sﬁrel?wcgr fi’ué\,istaﬁdag%selﬁaﬁedggﬁ%rﬁ&é’r S%Jsd clainmed in
cl ai m 1Zenberlenusgers andesl @ontbaibnst €t sabd dek eqiatedi ttemuss cial sseek;e and sai d
physi calanidtem is a printed nusical score of the sanme nusic.
instructing said factory computer to make said designated itom
automatically under conditions that said designated item is out of

stock.

16. A site computer communicable through a network with a vendor
computer as claimed in claim 2 wherein said downlcad item is an
electronic musical score and said physical item is a printed musical

score of the same music.

17. A record medium storing a program used in a site computer
commnicable through a network with a vendor computer as claimed in
claim 7 wherein said download item is an electronic musical score and

said physical item is a printed musical score of the same music.

18. A method for selling items using a site computer
communicable through a network with a vendor computer as claimed in
claim 12 wherein said download item is an electronic musical score

and said physical item is a printed musical score of the same music.

19. A site computer communicable through a network with a vendor
computer as claimed in claim 2 wherein said download item is music

data and said physical item is a record medium storing said music
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19. A site conputer conmunicable through a network with a vendor conputer as
clained in claim?2 wherein said download itemis nusic data and ijigN 2005
physical itemis a record nmediumstoring said music 29 21 JUN 2 dat a.

20. A record nmediumstoring a programused in a site conputer comunicabl e
through a network with a vendor conputer as clained in claim?7 wherein said
download itemis nusic data and said physical itemis a record nedi um
storing said nusic data. 21. A nmethod for selling itens using a site conputer
comuni cabl e through a network with a vendor conputer as clained in claim12
wher ei n dgsdad downl oad itemis nusic data and said physical itemis a record
medi um storing said nusic data. 30

20. A record medium storing a program used in a site coamputer
communicable through a network with a vender computer as claimed in
claim 7 wherein said download item is music data and said physical

item is a record medium storing said music data.

21. A method for selling items using a site computer
communicable through a network with a vendor computer as claimed in
claim 12 wherein said download item is music data and said physical

item is a record medium storing said music data.
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