


Method for producing (meth)acrylic acid esters by reacting (meth)acrylic
acid with a C[err]-C[err]-alkanol in the presence of sulfuric acid or
sulfuric acid mono C[err]-C[err]-alkyl ester as a catalyst, wherein A) the
reaction is carried out in an esterification unit comprising a first
reactor and at least one other reactor, B) the first reactor is loaded with
a mixture of (meth)acrylic acid, C[err]-C[err]-alkanol and a catalyst, said
mixture containing no more than 5 wt.% of water in relation to the sum of
the starting materials, C) esterification is carried out in the first
reactor without removing ester, alkanol or water until (meth)acrylic acid
reaction of at least 40 % is obtained, as long as the mixture remains
single phase, and D) esterification is continued in at least one other
reactor in which the water formed is removed by distillation.    


