
This invention relates to methods of oxidizing hy- drocarbons, such as
cyclohexane, o-xylene, m-xylene, and p-xylene, to form a respective acid,
such as adipic acid, ph- thalic acid, isophthalic acid, and terephthalic
acid, for exam- ple, by introducing into the reaction mixture small
critical amounts of fluorocompounds. Preferable fluorocompounds are
pelfluoroacids, such as for example perfluoroacetic acid, per-
fluorobutyric acid, and perfluorooctanoic acid. By introducing the critical
amounts of the fluorocompounds, the reactivity in- creases without
sacrificing yield and/or selectivity.    


