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E System and Met hod for Exchangi ng Business Cards during a Videoconference
it BAACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON Field of the Invention

. The present invention relates to the field of personal comput er (PC)

E conferencing. More specifically, the present invention relates to

) nodel i ng participant behavior of tradtt2®dnal face-to-face conf erences

i n PC conferences. Background formation As
advances in tel ecommuni cation and conputi ng technol ogy continue to
bring forth nore powerful PC conferencing systens, both users and

F system integrators desire closer nodBSETRAGTE partici pant behavi ors of

E traditional face-to-face conferences in PC conferences. One particul ar
§ behavior of interest is the practice of conference participants

f exchangi ng business cards in face-to-face conf erences. The busi ness

E cards not only serfAMANRNANENADE FILM| FPRoMEFALORERAFAT N0 serve as

¥ i nformation sources. It is not uncommon for conference participants to
¢ save the exchanged busi ness cards and refer to themlater on.
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: The conference pdrtifdilfanf®rnayereidiingd ehedsRpPEd toGsi Resdlcatd¥erorisa

variety of reasons. Sonetinmes, the cqnference partrcrEants may be referrrng
to the s&PERSBUsPheds LoFids SPRBPS 1t oo RARPEREMS (Ehe Persons 3+t e

i ncluding the feIIOM/partrcr ants affiliations, titles, etc. Qher trnes
t he conf grré’ﬁ&? "Fﬁay BRIYBeE, rpﬁljlf"g t Be TRIEINGUSIHRIE cflds to
= figure o the e interes the fellow partici i.n
attendinEEBartr é} ﬁﬁafé%e %%§1%¥ éﬁiogagiﬂg p3r§49ul ‘boin?ggof Flews,
. t hrough aff|I| titl c. Infor on. Yet ather tines, the
. conferen par i %én ma?tb ?3? rr?ﬂﬁ teotr%f'r SLSy &P Tess Y & a
resour cecfor Qm t he er S ca rn or refer oIIea ues,
. clients 8@ ?§n%%nsﬁq%ix%ﬂmwta e%? naf?gﬁg% ed “from ?’ sum

not S ARLTRCL o (b, ng?%?é{i%t (PRepLBFET Y, S ?"oﬂﬁg%' " e
practi cepLoacof ﬁégrtgfgﬁé-wsgaxégrg Y S apl PhiRSSe vrag& PO

the info 1 on i ness cards in ress databas
b t I d d/ I
of arnoaerpBIVIEES. Al LRAyBURRONSSANAY Pl foLbEhy1 280N B | 1O
d bl d h f f
esira ?m59h2?0§9$%t%p %Rgngggﬁiness card exchanges for conference

con is further desirable to be able to

. capture the inf Oﬁ‘ﬁét QN N SHECEXRAFNGRY TINSADESS, CBEEY kRN exeRIa@ ANt

‘retrieval. As will be disclosed in nore WO 96/ 36927

: PCT/ US964@Aé41{ve strength to the deposited layer 3and h&8tad! JeRjow,

ithe method and apparatuS of the present invention achieves these and ot her

desirabl gppesvbhhse., SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTON The conference

' manager and address service of a general purpose personal conference (GPPC)

application are enhanced with a plurality of functions for setting up,
exchangi ng, saving, retrieving, browsing, and re-sending "business cards”

el ectronically, thereby nodeling the business card exchange behavi or of
conference participants of face-to-face conferences. Under t he present
invention, the external naniTéstation of an el ectronic "business card"
(herei nafter sinply "bi zcargﬁg SHest Has BdeS Replacqr €sent ation of information.
commonl y found on physi cal n a format that resenbles a
physi cal busi ness card. Pref Wm mm ual presentation also includes a
pi cture of the person namned. e information including the data
necessary to render the picture are maintained in data structures, thereby
allow ng the information captured to be searchable for subsequent

retrieval. The functions include a first function for
automatically transmtting a user's bizcard whenever the user joins a PC
conference, and a second function for receiving, displaying and saving
recei ved bizcards while the user is participating in a PC conference. In
sonme enbodi nents, the functions further include a third function for
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-4- setting up a bizcard for the user at systeminstallation tinme, and
subsequently editing the bizcard. Wile in other enbodi nents, the functions
additionally/alternatively include a fourth function for retrieving and
browsi ng the saved bi zcards, and optionally re-sending the retrieved

bi zcar ds. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF DRAW NGS The present
|nvent|on mnll be descrrbed by way of exenplary enbodrnents but not
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