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CLAIMS: 

 

1.  A medical device comprising: 

 a housing; 

 a cannula; 

 a retraction mechanism biasing the cannula rearwardly; 

 an actuator, pivotably mounted to the housing; 

  the actuator having a front portion and further comprising a 

retraction cavity and a separate fluid flow path disposed in a non-coaxial, spaced apart 

relation to each other; 

  wherein the front portion of the actuator can be pivoted relative to 

the housing so as to arcuately move the front portion from a first position into a second 

position; 

 wherein in the first position, the cannula projects forwardly from the 

housing, the separate fluid flow path provides fluid communication from the cannula 

through the device, and the retraction cavity is not aligned with the cannula; 

 wherein in the second position, the separate fluid flow path is not in fluid 

communication with the cannula, thereby preventing fluid flow through the device; the 

retraction cavity is sufficiently aligned with the cannula to allow the retraction 

mechanism to retract the cannula into the retraction cavity, and the retraction 

mechanism retracts the cannula into the retraction cavity so that the cannula no longer 

projects forwardly from the housing. 
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2.  The medical device of claim 1 further comprising a connector in fluid 

communication with the separate fluid flow path, wherein the connector is attachable to 

a fluid source or receptacle external to the device and wherein in the first position the 

separate fluid flow path provides fluid communication from the cannula to the connector. 

 

3.  The medical device of claim 2 wherein the connector is at a rear of the device. 

 

4.  The medical device of claim 2 wherein the connector is adapted to frictionally 

hold an end portion of a tubing segment. 

 

5.  The medical device of claim 1 wherein the retraction mechanism comprises a 

spring and a cannula holder. 

 

6.  The medical device of claim 1 wherein the actuator further comprises a rear 

portion and the actuator is pivotably connected to the housing at the rear portion. 

 

7.  The medical device of claim 1 wherein the separate fluid path is substantially 

parallel to and not coaxial with the retraction cavity. 

 

 

8.  The medical device of claim 1 wherein in the second position the retraction 

cavity is coaxial with the cannula.  
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9.  The medical device of claim 1 further comprising at least one sealing element 

configured to prevent fluid leakage into or out of the separate fluid flow path. 

 

10.  The medical device of claim 1 wherein at least a portion of the actuator is 

slidably disposed within the housing. 

 

11.  The medical device of claim 1 wherein movement of the actuator from the 

first position to the second position realigns at least part of the separate fluid flow path. 

 

12.  The medical device of claim 1 wherein the actuator is pivotally mounted to 

the housing using mounting bosses on the actuator that are inserted into apertures in 

the housing. 

 

13.   The medical device of claim 1 wherein movement of the front portion of the 

actuator to the second position is all that is required to retract the cannula into the 

retraction cavity. 

 

14.   The medical device of claim 1 wherein the cannula is a needle.  

 


