A nol ded plastic vessel is provided with a fitting or other attachnent
after nol ding and before wi nding of the vessel. The fitting is provided
with a plastic insert. The insert and a wall of the vessel are heated and
wel ded together to hold the fitting on-the vessel. The tank is filanment
wound for reinforcenent, and the filanments capture the fitting to hold the
fitting on the wall. The wall is opened to provide a passage through the
fitting into the vessel. An apparatus is provided that carries and noves
the fitting, insert, and a heater to instakl the fitting on the vessel.

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

TITLE ¢ FITTING INSTALLATION PROCESS AND APPARATUS FOR A
MOLDED PLASTIC VESSEL

A molded plastic vessel is provided with a fitting or other
attachment after molding and before winding of the vessel.
The fitting is provided with a plastic insert. The insert
and a wall of the vessel are heated and welded together to
hold the fitting on the vessel. The tank is filament wound
for reinforcement, and the filaments capture the fitting to
hold the fitting on the wall. The wall is opened to provide
a passage through the fitting into the vessel. An apparatus
is provided that carries and moves the fitting, insert, and
a heater to install the fitting on the vessel.
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