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The present

invention is an apparatus and nethod for

controlling a process flowrate and a pressure in a

vacuum process chanber t hat

is evacuated by a
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(57) Abstract: The present invention
is an apparatus and method for
controlling a process flow rate and a
pressure in a vacuum process chamber

that is evacuated by a turbomolecular

310 i pump. A throttle valve between the
\ PROCESS P . TOOL pump and the process chamber is
CHAMBER ‘ CONTROLLER controlled to regulate the pressure and
i flow rate. A backing valve downstream
[ 325 of the pump is also controlled to
320 maintain the setting of the throttle valve
N VALVE within a preferred, stable operating
"| CONTROLLER range.
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to regulate the pressure and flow rate. A backing
val ve downstream of the punp is al so control I ed to
mai ntain the setting of the throttle val
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