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(57) Abstract: A process for the carbonylation of an alcohol and/or reactive derivative thereof, in which one or more reaction zone
feed streams are fed to a reaction zone in which exothermic carbonylation takes place to produce one or more product streams. Heat
from at least a portion of the one or more product streams is fed to a first heat-exchange stream, such as a supply of pressurised steam.
The process is characterised by heat from a second heat-exchange stream, having a temperature lower than that of the one or more
product streams, being transferred to a reaction zone feed stream, so that the one or more product streams comprise heat originating
from the second heat-exchange stream and heat generated by the exothermic carbonylation reaction. Thus, heat originating from the
second heat-exchange stream can be transferred to the first heat-exchange stream, resulting in reduced heat loss and greater process
efficiency.
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