An i mage processing apparatus having a function for detecting presence of
a specific original decides the degree of simlarity between the inmge
represented by input inmage signals and the image of a specific original
whi ch  should not be legally copied, e.g., bills. The inmage processing
apparatus determ nes the content of the imge processing in accordance
with the result. of the decision, an@g8pfocesses the input inmage signals on
the basis of the determ ned content. :

_ABSTRACT _

IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS AND COPYING MACHINE

An image processing apparatus having a function for
detecting presence of a specific original decides the
degree of si&ilarity?between the image represented by input
image signals and the image of a specific original which
should not be legally copied, e.g., bills. The image
processing apparatus determines the content of the image
~processing in accordance with the result of the decision,

and processes the input image signals on the basis of the

determined content.
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