
PROCESS FOR PREPARING N-SUBSTITUTED CYCLIC IMIDES 

ABSTRACT 

In a process for making an N-substituted phthalimide compound, an amine is 

contacted with a carboxylic acid anhydride and allowed to react in an aqueous solution at 

a pH of about 2 to about 6. Optionally, the reactants are combined with an acid to lower 

the pH of the reaction solution wherein the lowering of the pH optimizes the yield of the 

desired N-substituted phthalimide product. The N-substituted phthalimide may be, for 

example, N- hydroxyphthalimide, and the reactants may be phthalic anhydride and 

hydroxylamine or a salt thereof. The N-substituted phthalimide compound is useful for, 

among other things, the oxidation of various hydrocarbons. 
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