
Connecting Multi-hop Mesh Networks Using MAC Bridge ABSTRACT       A
multi-hop mesh network may be connected to a Local Area Network (LAN) using
a MAC Bridge. One or more nodes on the mesh network may be configured as a
bridge node that employs a MAC bridge. Packets that travel between stations
on the LAN to nodes on the mesh network flow through one of the bridge
nodes on the mesh network. The bridge nodes do not receive all the packets
on mesh network, but they receive the packets that are to be transmitted
across the MAC bridge. As the bridge nodes learn of new stations on the LAN
they advertise routes to the other nodes within the mesh network specifying
how to reach those stations. This enables MAC Bridge functionality between
wireless mesh networks and 802 LANs. Fig. 3 


