The present invention relates to a piperazi ne conpound of the fornula

[err] wherein R err] and Rlerr] are each hydrogen, hal ogen, | ower
al kyl, I ower al koxy, am no, substituted am no, nitro, hydroxy or cyano,
Rlerr], Rerr] and R err] are each hydrogen, hal ogen, |ower alkyl, |ower
al koxy, nitro, am no, substituted am no or hydroxy, R err] and R err] are
each hydrogen, lower alkyl, |ower alkyl substituted by hal ogen, aral kyl,

acyl or lower acyl substit RESFRBETHRF off#h PIRCEPFYREANG R{err] are each
hydrogen or | omgd prbkyht inventlionererdtes @Beaapibdrae ihekeomptughdr bAdthe i S
phenyl, pyrimdyl, thiazolyl, pyridyl, pyrazyl or imdazolyl, a

phar mac IRy y acceptable salt thereof and pharmaceutical agents
cont ai ni ng these conmpounds. The conpound of the_present invention has
superior TNF-a production inhi B'tory effect andfor 1L-10 production
pronoting effect, and, since i is Rfee of or shows only strikingly reduced
expression of an efP&;t on t Tent tal Aervoug system the conpound is
useful as a highly safdNam ' F- aN) ion i QAibitor an/or IL-10
production pronoterRand is us aL‘a an ent Yb# g3 prophyl axi s or
treatnent of various diseases dausdd by abnornmal| TNF-a production, diseases
curable with IL-10, such as chfbnic infl anmat or g*di seases, acute

i nflammat ory di seases, inflammtory di seases due to infection, autoinmune
di sedseswhatdier Bl andRé easesachahydiiders helhigampdlaiesratiosl, lower alkoxy,

amino, substituted amino, nitro, hydroxy or cyano, R’, R* and R’ are each

hydrogen, halogen, lower alkyl, lower alkoxy, nitro, amino, substituted
amino or hydroxy, R® and R’ are each hydrogen, lower alkyl, lower alkyl
substituted by halogen, aralkyl, acyl or lower acyl substituted by
10 halogen, R® and R’ are each hydrogen or lower alkyl, Y is lower alkylene
and the like, and ring A is phenyl, pyrimidyl, thiazolyl, pyridyl,
pyrazyl or imidazolyl, a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof and
pharmaceutical agents containing these compounds. The compound of the
present invention has superior TNF-o production inhibitory effect.
15 and/or IL-10 production promoting effect, and, since it is free of or
shows only strikingly reduced expression of an effect on the central
nervous system, the compound is useful as a highly safe and superior
TNF-a production inhibitor an/or IL-10 production promoter and is useful
as an agent for the prophylaxis or treatment of various diseases caused

20 by abnormal TNF-oa production, diseases curable with IL-10, such as
chronic inflammatory diseases, acute inflammatory diseases,

inflammatory diseases due to infection, autoimmune diseases, allergic

diseases, and TNF-a mediated diseases.
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