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DECODI NG PROGRAM In an enbodi ment, an encoding target region in
an image is partitioned into a plurality of prediction regions. Based
on prediction 10 information of a neighboring regi on nei ghboring a
target region, the nunber of previ qug§ gjggr goded prediction regions in
the target region, and previously-enco predi ction information of
the target region, a candidate for notion information to be used in
generation of a predicted signal of the target prediction region as a
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mergi ng block information or the notion information is encoded. In
addition, the notion information to be used in generation of the
predi cted signal of the target prediction region is stored into
predi ction inforndhi am enbodyremt aars en2bdiigyta@el region in an image is
partitioned into a plurality of prediction regions. Based on prediction
10 information of a neighboring region neighboring a target region, the
number of previously-encoded prediction regions in the target region,
and previously-encoded prediction information of the target region, a
candidate for motion information to be used in generation of a predicted
signal of the target prediction region as a next prediction region is
15 selected from previously-encoded motion information of regions
neighboring the target prediction region. According to the number of
candidates for motion information selected, merging block information
to indicate generation of the predicted signal of the target prediction
region using the selected candidate for motion information and motion
20 information detected by prediction information estimation means, or
either one of the merging block information or the motion information
1s encoded. In addition, the motion information to be used in
generation of the predicted signal of the target prediction region is
stored into prediction information storage means.
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