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Process tubes (14) of a fired process heater (12) are
provided with a nore equal heat flux distribution
about an exterior circunferential surface region
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V/ S e 7 /\ (12) are provided with a more equal heat flux distribution
about an exterior circumferential surface region thereof.
s @ © @ @ @ @ O @ @ q@ @ @ e More specifically, according to the present invention, there
s @ is provided on at least one circumferential segment of the
g 14 @ ‘ 12 exterior circumferential surface region of the process tube
/ @ N (14), a coating (22) of a material having a selected thermal
. @ / emissivity and/or thermal conductivity which is different
g @ ¢ from the thermal emissivity and/or thermal conductivity of
s e / 1 @ s/ another circumferential segment of the exterior circumfer-
y @ 9 ential surface of the process tube (14). In such a manner,
v a more equal heat flux distribution about an entirety of the
12 g O \ e @ o exterior circumferential surface region of the process tube
P @ O g (14) is established as compared to the heat flux distribu-
, O N e~ 8 g tion thereabout in the absence of the coating.
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