"Col | apsi bl e Trap" Technical Field This invention relates to a coll apsible
trap. The invention has been devised particularly, although not necessarily
sol el y, asoaoewvuisisacean trap. The crustacean t rap accoPdirisg200s/006ve1
invention is particularly suitable for trapping crabs, and nore
particularly mud crabs. Background Art A wide variety of collapsible traps
are avail able for both recreational andicommercial crabbing activities. The
col | apsible nature of the traps allows themto assune a col |l apsed condition
for storage and transportation, and an erected condition for use. Traps for

cr abbi ng afGoltapsible Trapdferred to as crab pots and typically conprise a
frame structure and netting attached to the frane structure. Wen such a

crab pot is in the erected condition, the netting and the frame structure
cooper at e Techmioal Eieldin encl osure defining an entrapnment zone into which
crabs can readily enter but fromwhich they can not readily exit. The frame
structure generally includes at | east one peripheral frane configured as a
ring. The mshph@ﬂRin talates ics ar cdlapsibie ttdpe rEid iim@mlan Icta)d; lbzesedagsedst
the rigid fra use the gerlph raI frame is ri imts the

extent to R#HF a'iY}@ @PHShM S5alyceIelpaa. CrW??P‘gé'i H@pn i ystagean
col | apge atgaed Qé&or&fﬁ@ tb'tﬁé ‘i’n\fernﬁaﬁ’lﬁ gQﬁlcglagvf&bLﬁtéBféef& ﬂa bi#®! drabs,. é?‘fbt more

col | apsi bl e.” Accordrngly, the collapse IS o asizein
coIIapsed[ﬁﬁbmﬂawmnnnWmeb@ondlng to the size of t he peri pheral frane. It is
agai nst this background that the present invention has been

devel oped. Sunmary of the Invention According to a first aspect of the
present i rBackgroundh&rte i s provided a collapsible trap conprising a frane
structure having an axis, and pliant material associ ated

A wide variety of collapsible traps are available for both recreational and
commercial crabbing activities. The collapsible nature of the traps allows them to

10 assume a collapsed condition for storage and transportation, and an erected
condition for use.

Traps for crabbing are commonly referred to as crab pots and typically comprise a
frame structure and netting attached to the frame structure. When such a crab
pot is in the erected condition, the netting and the frame structure cooperate to
15  provide an enclosure defining an entrapment zone into which crabs can readily

enter but from which they can not readily exit.

The frame structure generally includes at least one peripheral frame configured as
a ring. The peripheral frame is rigid and the netting can collapse against the rigid
frame. Because the peripheral frame is rigid, it limits the extent to which the crab
20 pot can be collapsed. While the netting can collapse against the rigid frame, the
rigid frame in itself is not collapsible. Accordingly, the collapsed crab pot is of a
size in the collapsed position corresponding to the size of the peripheral frame.

It is against this background that the present invention has been developed.



with the frame structure, the frane structure conprising a plurality of

el ongate frane elenents, the frane structure having a retracted condition

i n whi ch wbeodwasssel enents extend general ly parall el tecIsicdomon@oand an
extended condition in which the frame el enents extend outwardly of the axis
giving formand shape to the pliant material to provide an enclosure
defining an entrapnment zone. Wien the f+@me structure is in the retracted
condition, the pliant material can be wapped about the frame structure

(around sa'sdnmqiaQ of theFf/dimtion conpact condition for storage and
transportation. This corresponds to the collapsed condition of the trap. In

the coll apsed condition, the trap occupies a volune substantially |ess than

the vol uTeABEHERILD & *ﬁrét%p@f:@éﬁ @ Hesehd iﬁoeMKb%mﬁéf'@ id bRl é%ﬂ%‘;ﬁsgblies in

the erected condition, the pliant material Is extended efine
ent r apment trapwemprising adraras sbiidiire dhavitey aneds darcb plikinti oatesil sbsodiatad. | n

one arrang encl osur be configured as a cage having a bottom
ona a1 SR dhe el ST, fod ants SFORIE ot BRnd o BREIE O HlaRedR o
the enty apfiame glefitonts,NthenBhier sRUGBRIPARING al REeRY esHdifoaY Wich the
configured as a pen having a bottom side wall neans upstanding fromthe

bott om and@mg edpeanisspctens eceeraly parallebtpsaid mxisand ah gxtensiegrongdgioneint i ng.
Pr ef bl . i | J
et r act ed hiSh o AL SINETE IR GBI D' RIEARLT, R6infBRA dpife to

el enent s nig gliantaitera topeolidean phelsate dofirdngah euddpemeehed one to

another by a flexible link at a |ocation spaced fromthe first end thereof.
Preferably, the frame el enments are connected one to another by the flexible

link at a \déeantiedraing truehire ¢p rosedrdimcidre cobhdisibn i@ pliant material can be

10 wrapped about the frame structure (around said axis) to assume a compact

condition for storage and transportation. This corresponds to the collapsed

condition of the trap. In the collapsed condition, the trap occupies a volume
substantially less than the volume occupied in the erected position

‘ When the frame structure is in the erected condition, the pliant material is
15 extended to define the entrapment zone. This corresponds to the erected
condition of the trap.

In one arrangement, the enclosure may be configured as a cage having a bottom
and wall means upstanding from the bottom to enclose the sides and top of the
entrapment zone.

20 In another arrangement, the enclosure may be configured as a pen having a
bottom, side wall means upstanding from the bottom, and an open top.

Preferably, the pliant material comprises netting.

Preferably the elongate elements are pivotally moveable between the retracted
and extended conditions.



Preferably, the flexible links conprises an inextensible cable such as a
steel cable. Preferably, an actuating nechanismis provided for pivotally
novi ng t woebamgstse franme el enents between the retract e¢Carsdg2enstoeonded
conditions. Preferably, the actuating nmechani smconprises a plurality of
struts each connected to one of the elongate frane el enents at a | ocation
internediate the first end and the flexi®le [ink. Wiere the flexible |ink
is attached to the second end of each el ongate el enent, the respective

strut is cémsecheth hrahhemehprivetitarné &IBMENRL iy B BabRMbotREMRHiidatl he.
first and second ends, thereof. The flexible link preferably serves to limt

outward pi PHRVEMeRhAResRNNSCiRchoRe fip anotherchy &t flpddleninkaatce locationespaned, -

wher eby fufrbh?{heqw?ﬁ’@{djthté:r@ﬁi ng action of the strut induces an outward
deflection in the frame elenent. This causes the franme el enment to assune a

curved profile. Preferably, each strut is pivotally connected at one end

t hereof topl j t and. is pivotall onpec .at the
ot er end TSI A6 ko SRRE SRR neiii biie Bt B0t by SREMERERIFK atach
strut i% pasetahd gnddmereot ephb@dedsiaitbe Gitdieihdend to a common el enent
functioning as an actuating yoke. Preferably, the first ends of the

el ongate frane el enents are pivotally connected together. Mrre preferably

the first Praferably,tthe fiedbe MIGTBONPrisss P WRHAEAILIEOFHINE LRBNL 8s & GRHEON
el enment functioning as a supporting yoke.- A - In the operational

ori entati ofARI¢- t he col | apsible trap when in the erected condition, the
supporting yoke is above the actuating yoke. Preferably, the trap further
conprises a haul line which is connected to the (|l ower) actuating yoke and

on whi ch tRER@EPeaN atppiId Meghaoaiss issprovidgabioy pivetaltyr meding\the felorgate
ar r angene g maldidhBisBYRRER th& fetf e 4RE At K Girahgng the haul

10  Preferably, the actuating mechanism comprises a plurality of struts each
connected to one of the elongate frame elements at a location intermediate the
first end and the flexible link. Where the flexible link is attached to the second end
of each elongate element, the respective strut is connected to the elongate
element at a location. intermediate the first and second ends thereof.

15 The flexible link preferably serves to limit outward pivotal movement of each frame
element beyond a certain extent, whereby further outward biasing action of the
strut induces an outward deflection in the frame element. This causes the frame
element to assume a curved profile.

Preferably, each strut is pivotall)ll connected at one end thereof to its respective

20 frame element and is pivotally connected at the other end thereof to adjacent
ends of other struts. More preferably, each ‘strut is pivotally connected at said
other end to a common element functioning as an actuating yoke.

Preferably, the first ends of the elongate frame elements are pivotally connected
together. More preferably the first ends of the frame elements are pivotally

25 connected to a common element functioning as a supporting yoke.



line causes the frame structure to nove between the extended condition and
the retracted condition. Specifically, sliding novenent of the supporting
yoke towawo0emesmet uati ng yoke causes the frane struct ece/SGaoosmo@of rom t he
retracted condition to the extended condition, and sliding novenent of the
supporting yoke in the direction away fromthe actuati ng yoke causes the
frame structure to nove fromthe extendetl-condition to the retracted
condition. Preferably, one yoke incorporates a spigot which is adapted to

be recei veth the eparafiontd osieatetioni df thE@oRabshleMPXEWHBR TN tﬂgl@ efdRE® cahditiGh ur e

is in the extended condition. Preferably, the socket and spigot are

conf i gur edthesSURPOING Yelteisiabeve filee apktaligryokBen i n nating engagenent. Were
the enclosure is configured as a cage, there is provided at |east one
opening for entry of a target aninmal (such as a crab) into the entrapment
zone. Pref Breferaply, tie trepdvighgn earaprises ahaehimeywhishris tganedtad o thyw{loabr)case

. ' . ' bl [ ' ' h
one of ¢ ne ey e Vgke Hher et S §% Tuesel DaBhflie vge fonldr T shptised an
entry énd withcthisopeasgenbat, idiGingxirRiveien®lof the KPBLATY FokeBigRY theSR&lWhi ch

opens onto the entrapment zone, and a throat section which exténds between
the entry [Hfdcayges BRJERAASIWAILES to Mprvasbetweandihe exiended dondition andttbear ds

h i VY ot - openi ng is..configured as a
Funnel . ey gelidcbrcich. SSBARREITTY Yo e el 2R R Sohiiif Rok iR ™ he
N e Sl bt Rt R SR T e

e pe . : ir ]
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t ar.getjganijfahe GireelorRraway iRh9hé éé@ktin&”g&ﬂe%ﬁ%é’%&ﬁghﬁ %‘?ﬁa(ﬁﬁlleatlo Ip@#/g'g

supplied to accommodate theenlargenent contraction part t he
cabl e abodtorafiee extended conditibe tothreretmuted copditiomgs.

Preferably, one yoke incorporates a spigot which is adapted to be received in a

mating socket in the other yoke when the frame structure is in the extended

condition. Preferably, the socket and spigot are configured to resist rotation
15  therebetween when in mating engagement.

Where the enclosure is configured as a cage, there is provided at least one
opening for entry of a target animal (such as a crab) into the entrapment zone.
Preferably, there are plurality of eniry openings. In a typical case where the cage
has four sides, there is preferably an entry opening in each one of the four sides.

20  Preferably, the or each entry opening comprises an entry end which opens onto
the exterior of the enclosure, an exit end which opens onto the entrapment zone,
and a throat section which extends between the entry and exit ends and which
tapers inwardly in the direction towards the exit end. With this arrangement, the
entry opening is configured as a funnel.

25  Where there are a plurality of entry openings, at least two of the openings may be
linked one to another by at least one cable extending about the periphery of each
opening. The cable interconnection between the entry openings allows one
opening to enlarge to accommodate entry of a large size target animal (such as a

large crab), with surplus cable material being supplied to accommodaie the



Where the encl osure conprises a cage, there is preferably provided a
retrieval access way for retrieval of an animal trapped in the encl osure.
The retriwoabo7aussss way nay conprise an opening in thePbwisGamemhoohe

encl osure and a closure flap | ocated agai nst the opening. Wth this
arrangenment, a retrieval path can be forned by separating the bottom and
the flap. Preferably, the opening in thesbottomis provided adjacent one
edge of the bottomand the closure flap is |located on the underside of the

bottom Typj [ tPaaq.p ' ' t a
| ocation mgﬁb%%gnzggﬁ?ﬁ%é?ﬁht(ﬁéﬁ% ttognﬁpg%gtgﬁshf ?é@mﬁé} ﬁh’#]g%%@g’% ieogﬁ?'a_t he
closure fl &ptryopevimgécted to the flexible link and there is an overl apping
rel ati onship between the closure flap and the bottom Preferably, the flap
underlies the bottom In this way, the weight of a target animal (such as a

crab) tr apwwredhemmmremmrisesvas:age,l ﬂ'&;’retiﬁi metﬁﬂ@blb%rb@i@e'{jra -ret_rie;/al_
engagenent _with the underl yi closure flap, thereby serving _to maintain
t hg ?eft ri e@%ﬁr‘esz?cwg&%\ﬁd?{r@\/’agga anggnigial dyin e encloserey aieh gerigval
doseri pri on ar e el oy P en B ehing P C R BBbh bE g e p o
accorrpgnyi plgsdicaliamipsater apaiokt thei opareng. iWitraﬂpjeraa;mrgem&]t,\éa egtriel/alapath

i ’ ' t first, enpodi t, own in an .
crectod cofdll PRORIER SR EMSm RS helfrst g B of eI Ha B & 58FBI8 er ab
trap of Fiheriotlomsbpmovited adiaidntppededd af thBofibAUARD 3né TIcsule! HhBek
perspective view of the collapsible crab trap according to the firs

enbodi ment IofAtedHRN Hedidsausigemiithe battormi gure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3
with the exception that the crab trap is shown

10 Typically, the bottom is attached to the flexible link except at a location where the
opening in the bottom is desired. At this location, the closure flap is connected to

the flexible link and there is an overlapping relationship between the closure flap
and the bottom.

Preferably, the flap underlies the bottom. In this way, the weight of a target animal
15 (such as a crab) trapped in the enclosure serves to maintain the bottom. in

engagement with the underlying closure flap, thereby serving to maintain the
retrieval access way closed.

Brief Description of the Drawings
The invention will be better understood by reference to the following description of

20  several specific embodiments thereof as shown in the accompanying drawings in
which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a collapsible crab trap according to the first
embodiment, shown in an erected condition;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the collapsible crab trap of Figure 1, shown in a
- 25 collapsed condition;



in a partially collapsed condition; Figure 5is also a viewsimlar to
Figure 3 with the exception that the crab trap is shown in the coll apsed
condi ti onwORD@UIT&28 i s a perspective view of a franme stratseeeecfoosoi ng part
of the collapsible crab trap according to the first enbodi nent, the frame
structure being shown in an extended condition; Figure 7 is a view simlar
to Figure 6, with the exception that thegftrane structure is shown in a
partially retracted condition; Figure 8 is also a view simlar to Figure 6,

with the erppéioR 4 Riher MRrdfcdibe %Ize{vg% Hf&cél%p%kﬂ?%réﬂ"%r?gcag@ﬁﬁﬁé ilf)ér)\gle Vi ew

appr oachi ng@a retracted condition; Figure 9 Is a schena evat

of the frahtstemhasimest inthe@rected cosditiospcti onal views on line 10-1 0 of
Figure 9; Figure 11 is a fragnentary view of part of the frame structure;
Figure 12 is an elevational view of an elongate frame el enent form ng part
of the frahiguse Aus awiewairdilatto Higuertedthdbe eReeption thet the erab3rdsisahown

enl arged view of. a pi ﬁot al connection between the elongate frame el enment
and t he stﬂﬁPaﬁF@MPe ﬁgﬁquc%{“ﬁf% view of Figure 13; Figure 15 i s view of
an eye formation in the elongate elenent; Figure 16 is a plan view of the

eye-format Lon of Figure 15; Figure 17 is a view of the collapsible crab pot
"h the Br cEIOBES BIRATRG BVISW STIMAN 8 Tiayra A Wil inecexcaptieRttngt Bisearmhdean i t he

si des thergﬁwnﬁ%r&”glﬁs‘g@c §gbsmatic side view of the crab trap,
illustrating in particular the entry openings; Figure 19 is a plan view of

the crab trap, illustrating the entry openings; Figure 20 is a view simlar

to Figure fgurasti8 of pérspEERREViBN SR frathe sRctlife RIAY part of the collapsible

crab trap according to the first embodiment, the frame structure being shown in an
extended condition;

10 Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 6, with the exception that the frame structure is
shown in a partially retracted condition;

Figure 8 is also a view similar to Figure 6, with the exception that the frame

structure is shown in a disposition approaching a retracted condition;
Figure 9 is a schematic elevational view of the frame structure;

15 Figure 10 is a sectional views on line 10-10 of Figure 9;
Figure 11 is a fragmentary view of part of the frame structure;

Figure 12 is an elevational view of an elongate frame element forming part of the
frame structure and strut connected thereto:

Figure 13 is an enlarged view of a pivotal connection between the elongate frame
20 element and the strut;

Figure 14 is a plan view of Figure 13;

Figure 15 is view of an eye formation in the elongate element:;



entering the crab trap through one of the entry openings; Figure 2 1 is a
fragnmentary side view, illustrating several entry openings; Figure 22 is

al so a pewepecti7smssvi ew of the col | apsi bl e crab trap aceomrsicagstoooowhe fir st
enbodi ment, illustrating a crab caught in the crab trap; Figure 23 is a
fragnentary perspective view of the crab trap, illustrating in particular a
retrieval access way for releasing a trapped crab fromthe trap; Figure 24
is a perspective view of the crab trap according to the first enbodi nent,

i |l ustrati mydrs 1835 & Slah dlevroPiicleyRa@ Lthin the crab trap;
Figure 25 iIFg]a per spem(;ti véa v?g@bo% thgmgg(?l?btgg %Fit]g’ur es 26, 27 and 28 are
schematic side views illustrating retrieval of a trapped crab; Figure 29 is
a view sim t1& ki i et : LS it hin the
Frap rathor han oy e RS e ildp BBt Ble Bradthd cbfgBg Al

al ter nat i vin patistlanenirpopehinggdn thar sides thereof; each el ongate el enent ; Figure 3
1 is a perspective view of crab trap according to a second enbodi nent, in
whi ch the enclosure is configured as a pen; and Figure 32 is a perspective
vi ew of a Eigabe tBais aschentatig side aidvhiof thee whaid trapniliustratindiie pattivelgneleosur e
is als conf{'gur ed as a pen. Best Mdde(s) for Carrying Qut the Invention
Ref errithg POTEPRETIEES1 to 28 of the drawings, there is shown a col | apsible
trap devised particularly as a crab pot for trapping crabs. The crab pot 10
i ncl udes a_haul éi.neﬁjﬁl, t he fF‘ee end of which is adapted to be attached to
an anchor i h§Uisil RdS e MIAN iewef)ine ¢eab BapHligsiratingahe gntyyenepingshe pot 10 is
intended to be deployed in a body of water at a | ocation where crabs are to

be caught. _The 88t 10 rests on the floor of the body of water and can be
retrieved Figure is a view similar to Figure 19, with the exception that a crab is shown

entering the crab trap through one of the entry openings;
Figure 21 is a fragmentary side view, illustrating several entry openings;

10  Figure 22 is also a perspective view of the collapsible crab trap according to the
first embodiment, illustrating a crab caught in the crab trap:

Figure 23 is a fragmentary perspective view of the crab trap, illustrating in
particular a retrieval access way for releasing a trapped crab from the trap;

Figure 24 is a perspective view of the crab trap according to the first embodiment,
15 illustrating in particular a bait bag installed within the crab trap;

Figure 25 is a perspective view of the bait bag;

Figures 26, 27 and 28 are schematic side views illustrating retrieval of a trapped
crab;

Figure 29 is a view similar to Figure 24, with exception that a lure is used within
20  the trap rather than a bait bag;

Figure 30 is a fragmentary view of an alternative construction of eye formation in
each elongate element;



sinmply by hauling it upwardly by way of the haul line 11. The crab pot 10
has an erected condition as shown in Figure 1 and a col | apsed condition as
shown i n WoQuo77&255Cr abbi ng activities are perforned w PaTiSGeoq@OD0R0 i n t he
erected condition. In the collapsed condition, the pot 10 can be stowed
away for transportation or storage. The conpact nature of the pot 10 in the
col | apsed condition nakes it particulardg-suitable for transportation in

ci rcunst ances where space is limted, such as for exanple in backpacks, and

al so on s ur tis i i : r
I e Ly N e i i L
struct ure WhiGhthernensereis eandiguted 8% eqrsngdndondi ti on (whi ch corresponds to
the col |l apsed condition of the crab pot 10) and an extended condition

(whi ch corresponds to the erected condition of the crab pot). In the

ext ended cbigdire i38ris atprispective \dewnftaucrabiBapgaves dingr o atidrdséapedintertthig

netting 15 Vi an enclosure 17 defining an entrapnent zone 19. Wen
t he franesyvﬁ’%&%geen%??s%e |Sréj§?180'?§glfr§gla§(? B®hdi ti on, portions of the
netting 15 drape fromthe frame structure 13ngng can be \r/]vrappeld -

t her ear,oun ) inFigure 2 _In this enbodi nent, the enclosure i's
config edg§§?§|°5§3§?f%g;ﬁrﬁ§"3 Qut thednyventioy wal | means 23 upstanding from
the bottomto enclose the sides and top of the entrapment zone 19. The
bottom 2 1_i rally rect agggl] ar, configuration. Wth such an

arr angerrenﬁl??etrﬁgég ggg—gg%?ﬁl 1 Ae s 0bing drawingsgHiase df 1 Shaysha ellapeigle dapon
and the walibyisBRpartiddlafl)aard ér%‘ﬁl) BRYbr t?é#gﬁﬁlc}éos%’ one corresponding to

each side of the bottom 2 1. € nettl conpri ses various sections of
net. material, one being a rectangular nmesh panel 22 providing the enclosure

bottom 2 1TRe @4 ng ggbﬁggae%%mm%' $1,2RePrOY 'RUNGF WARKSE dRiapRdd B pR- The

various nesh pane are secured to
attached to an anchoring point (not shown) such as buoy, boat or jetty. The pot

10 10 is intended to be deployed in a body of water at a location where crabs are to
be caught. The pot 10 rests on the floor of the body of water and can be retrieved
simply by hauling it upwardly by way of the haul line 11.

The crab pot 10 has an erected condition as shown in Figure 1 and a collapsed
condition as shown in Figure 2. Crabbing activities are performed with the pot 10

15 in the erected condition. In the collapsed condition, the pot 10 can be stowed
away for transportation or storage. The compact nature of the pot 10 in the
collapsed condition makes it particularly suitable for transportation in
circumstances where space is limited, such as for example in backpacks, and
also on small boats and kayaks.

20  The collapsible pot 10 comprises a frame structure 13 and netting 15 attached to
the frame structure.

The frame siructure 13 is movable between a retracted condition (which
corresponds to the collapsed condition of the crab pot 10) and an extended
condition (which corresponds to the erected condition of the crab pot). In the
25  extended condition, the frame structure 13 gives form and shape to the netting 15

to provide an enclosure 17 defining an entrapment zone 19. When the frame



the frame structure 13 in any suitable way, such as binding. In certain
applications, the binding may conprise degradable material such as cotton.
Thi s enswe=oetas2sshe pot 10 wil|l becone ineffective af Per/Ssaoms/00éoe
underwater in the event that it is lost. A suitable material for the
netting 15 is nonofilament nylon netting, as it offers reduced resistance
(water drag) during retrieval of the potgl0 from underwater. Each sidewal |
25 has an entry opening 27 through which crabs can enter the encl osure 17.

The entry epasiRg333F R fé@ﬂ&%@y Sihiitich ffgﬁ Vé}ds{ '?4%95 &%ﬁ@%h{‘{h% the

entrapnent zone 19 within the enc osure
subsequentﬂ@ﬁ&hﬁmUdvﬁmiﬁaedeanm@pm@mpeddheeaﬁanm aammpmmpaﬁﬂ@gezy conpri-ses
an entry end 28 which opens onto the exterior of the enclosure 17, an exit
end 29 which opens onto the entrapnent zone 19 within the enclosure, and a

t hr oat sectr ttris smbeidinénte iitecanidohabvideis donéigersd s endg2Bhavidg tahisotexh 21end
29. The exit 29 i s,.snal e.entry end 28 and the throat section
30 tapers ?ﬂ W%%ﬁéa@s{w F@méﬁ bogonhto eucdesasitiersides ang teref the and
2 1. Wgh bhirapaehBReRaerd., TeRCH ry ! unnel
extendi ng int opthe ent r apnment zo%géﬁfg 1535?% re?yglglpg%cﬁﬁrgﬁlggPESHn ergl to
expand to WiosHodAR Béfﬂﬂgﬁmﬁn’f,cﬂmﬁldﬁ vealk mmnsvéBytsl af @egenzﬁallyﬂjmmel s

achi eve by n onnectlng each

open ngs SRRt Sand "R Byt MEARE" 3R EAMHHsER panls eulaall
formatlonsc@‘ﬁespmmllr&}%eeubmgd@bﬂufeﬂbdﬁtﬁnm“ phery of each exit end 29 and
interlaced with the netting about the exit end. Simlarly, line 93 is a

| ower |ine which also incorporates four |oop formati ons 96, one extending

around t heTipenehingr 46 edmpAsds Bridusestdtisfs anfet r'ﬂb%rria@%?ﬂa %Ihg atrlé%t tLidrng

about the exit end. Wth this arrangenent, each entrK openi 27 | coupl ed
to t he Gt Hoeskmangl 8§@ﬁowg@92thet&ndﬁﬁglhe pedoma! eindesthersibeiog. ma?ﬂepamulp

formati onsp@proAfing!the@Widd falis 25. The various mesh panels 22, 26 are secured to
the frame structure 13 in any suitable way, such as binding. In certain
applications, the binding may compiise degradable material such as cotton. This
ensures that the pot 10 will become ineffective after some time underwater in the

15 eventthat it is lost.

A suitable material for the netting 15 is monofilament nylon netting, as it offers
reduced resistance (water drag) during retrieval of the pot 10 from underwater.

Each sidewall 25 has an entry opening 27 through which crabs can enter the
enclosure 17. The entry openings 27 are configured to facilitate entry of crabs

20 into the entrapment zone 19 within the enclosure 17 while also impeding any
subsequent escape from the entrapment zone.

Each entry opening 27 comprises an entry end 28 which opens onto the exterior

of the enclosure 17, an exit end 29 which opens onto the entrapment zone 19

within the enclosure, and a throat section 30 which extends between the entry end

25 28 and the exit end 29. The exit end 29 is smaller than the entry end 28 and the

throat section 30 tapers inwardly towards the exit end 29, as best seen in Figures

- 18 and 21. With this arrangement, each entry opening 27 is configured as a
funnel extending into the entrapment zone 19.



exit ends 29 to expand and contract according to tension applied to the
lines 9 1, 93. In this way, any one of the entry openings 27 can be
expanded w9 2e0qpaszsson of the two | oop formations 95, 96 pexisendicrngooor
therearound with surplus line nmaterial required for the expansion being
achi eved upon corresponding contraction of |oop fornmations around ot her
entry openings. This is depicted in Figuge 20 where entry opening 27a is
shown in an expanded condition to accommbdate entry of a crab. The other
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material s ongleudionBop igwhatfonStss Yeddending therearound with surplus line material
required for the expansion being achieved upon corresponding contraction of loop
formations around other entry openings. This is depicted in Figure 20 where entry
15 opening 27a is shown in an expanded condition to accommodate entry of a crab.
The other entry openings 27b have contracted to accommodate expansion of
opening 27a.

The tunnel configuration of each entry opening 27 is created by the constraining
action of the two loop formations 95, 96 around the exit end 29 thereof. More

20  particularly, each entry opening 27 comprises an aperture 97 in the netting 15 and
the two loop formations 95, 96 interlaced with the netting 15 about the aperture.
The two loop formations 95, 96 cooperate to provide a hoop 98 around the
periphery of the aperture 97. When the pot 10 is in the erected condition, the
lines 91, 92 are under tension, causing the hoop 98 to contract the aperture 97

25 and thereby cause the marginal portion 99 of the netting 15 about the aperture to
deform to assume the funnel configuration.

The lines 91, 93 are slidingly interconnected by sleeves 99 which assist in forming
the hoops 98. Each sleeve 99 may comprise a knot formation in one of the lines
91, 93.

30 The frame structure 13 comprises a plurality of elongate frame elements 31. In

this embodiment there are four elongate frame elements 31, one corresponding to



Each rod 33 has a first end 35 configured as a bracket 36 and a second end
37 configured as an eye 38. The rod 33 also includes two internediate

tw sted |wopodmn7szssi ons 4 1, 43. Loop formation 4 1 provcuss2pmobooof a
hinge as will be explain later, and | oop formation 43 provi des one
anchoring point for attachment of the netting 15 to the frame structure 13.
Each rod 33 is pivotally connected by wey of bracket 36 at the first end 35
thereof to a common hub 45 configured as a yoke 47 having a central opening
49 extendi r ‘ n wuL
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pivot outwardly and al so defines the rectangul ar "configuration of the
bottom 2 1NEWRIAS1G4bE igmreliugileni8s5 is provided for pivotally noving the
el ongate elenents 3 1 between the retracted and extend conditions. The

act uati ng nmechani sm 55 conPri ses a plurality of rigid struts 57, each
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extending therethrough. The yoke 47 has an outer periphery 51 configured to be

gripped between the fingers and thumb of one hand of a user, as will be explained
in more detail later. Further, the outer periphery 51 incorporates a circumferential

15 groove 52 accommodating a cable 54 which provides a hinge pin passing through
a hole 38 in the bracket 36.

With this arrangement, the elongate frame elements 31 are pivotally movable with

respect to the yoke 47 between a retracted position in which they lie substantially

along side one another generally parallel to the central axis of the frame structure
20 13, and an extended condition in which they extend outwardly of the central axis.

The elongate frame elements 31 are connected one to another at the second end

37 of the rods 33 by a flexible link 53 in the form of an endless steel cable 54

which is threaded through the eyes 38. With this arrangement, the flexible link 33

serves to limit the extent to which the elongate frame elements 31 can pivot
25 outwardly and also defines the rectangular configuration of the bottom 21.

An actuating mechanism 55 is provided for pivotally moving the elongate
elements 31 between the retracted and extend conditions. The actuating
mechanism 55 comprises a plurality of rigid struts 57, each pivotally connected at
one end to one of the elongate frame elements 31 and pivotally connected at the



strut 57 is pivotally connected to its respective elongate frame el enents 3
1 at the loop formation 4 1 provided on the elongate frane el enent. The
strut 57 we2perowrszsed with a hook formation 63 at the enactisezemfoodoor
engagenment in the loop formation 4 1 to provide a hinge connection between
the strut and the elongate frame elenent. The other end of each strut 57 is
configured as a bracket 65 incorporatingpa hole through which a cable 67 is
threaded to hingedly secure the strut to the yoke 6 1. The cable 67 is
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The actuating yoke 61 is provided with an upstanding post 71, the free upper end
of which incorporates and anchoring hole 73 to which the bottom end of the haul
line 11 is attached. In approaching the (bottom) actuating yoke 61, the haul line
15 11 passes through the central opening 49 in the (upper) supporting yoke 47. The
central opening 49 provides a clearance fit of the supporting yoke 47 on the haul
line 11, whereby the yoke 47 can slide axially along the haul line. With this
arrangement, sliding movement of the supporting yoke 47 along the haul line 11
causes the frame structure 13 to move between the exiended condition and the
20  retracted condition. Specifically, sliding movement of the supporting yoke 47
towards to the actuating yoke 61 causes the frame structure 13 to move from the
retracted position to the extended condition. Similarly, the sliding movement of
the (upper) supporting yoke 47 in the direction away from the (lower) actuating
yoke 61 causes the frame structure 13 to move from the extended condition to the
25 retracted condition. As the frame structure 13 moves from the retracted condition
to the extended condition, the struts 57 pass through an “over-centre” position so

as to bias the frame structure into the extended condition.

The post 71 has a portion thereof configured as a spigot 75, and the central
opening 49 in the supporting yoke 47 has a portion thereof configured as a socket
30 77 for matingly receiving the spigot 75 when the frame structure 13 is in the
extended condition, as best seen in Figure 11 of the drawings. The spigot 75 and



as to bias the frame structure into the extended condition. The post 7 1
has a portion thereof configured as a spigot 75, and the central opening 49
i n the suwppantiatgesgoke 47 has a portion thereof confi gupret/saom/os@oket 77
for matingly receiving the spigot 75 when the frame structure 13 is in the
extended condition, as best seen in Figure 11 of the drawi ngs. The spi got
75 andt hq socket 77 are configured to regist rotation therebetween when the
mating engagenent, thereby providing rigidity to the frame structure 13
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t he rectangul ar mesh panel 22 positioned within the area bounded by the

cable 54. The rect angul ar nmesh panel 22 is attached on three of its four
sides to thBegsdy @of n0nprevidedmits aretieval acoess asaybg1 Homuditreual Bhe crab
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mesh panel 22 is attached on three of its four sides to the cable in any suitable
manner, such as by binding. The rectangular mesh panel 22 is not attached to
the section 54a of the cable 54 on its fourth side, thereby providing a gap between
15 the mesh panel 22 and the adjacent section 54a of cable which constitutes the

opening 83.

The retrieval access way 81 further comprises a closure flap 85 located on the
underside of the bottom 21 against the opening 83. The closure flap 85
comprises a rectangular mesh panel 87 which is attached to the sections 54a of

20 the cable 55 adjacent the opening 83 and also to the two neighbouring cable
sections 54b, 54¢, the attachment being achieved in any suitable way such as
binding. With this arrangement, the closure flap 85 underlies the opening 83 and
serves to provide a closure for it while also providing a retrieval path between the
bottom 21 and the closure flap 85 accessible by way of the opening 83.

25  When a crab 89 is trapped within the enclosure 17, the weight of the crab on the
bottom 21 serves to urge the section of the bottom 21 adjacent the opening 83
into contact with the underlying closure flap 85, thereby ensuring that the opening
83 is closed so that the retrieval path is not accessible to the trapped crab (as
shown in Figure 26).



bi nding. Wth this arrangenment, the closure flap 85 underlies the opening
83 and serves to provide a closure for it while also providing a retrieval
pat h bet werroatgsisett om 2 1 and the cl osure flap 85 accessisokacmgoonny of
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the trapped crab 89 would fall upon exiting from the enclosure 17 through the

retrieval access way 81.

15 The frame structure 13 may be fitted with weights 100 to ensure that it sinks in the
body of water. The weights 100 may be changed according to negative buoyancy
requirements.

The crab pot 10 may have provision to accommodate a bait for attracting crabs
into the enclosure 17. In this embodiment, the bait is contained within a bait bag
20 101 adapted to be suspended within the enclosure 17. The bait bag 101 is
configured as a wrapper 103 within which the bait is confined. The wrapper 103
comprises several sheet layers of mesh material 104 wrapped about the bait and
twisted at opposed ends 105 in a manner similar to a confectionary wrapper. Ties
107 are attached to a twisted ends of the wrapper 103 for the purposes of
25  suspending the bait bag within the enclosure 17. Typically, one tie 107 would be
attached to the underside of the (bottom) actuating yoke 61 and the other tie
would be attached to the mesh panel 22 defining the bottom 21 of the enclosure.

The crab pot 10 according to the first embodiment is of a simple yet highly
effective construction which can be readily transformed between the erected and
30 collapsed conditions. When the crab pot 10 is in the collapsed condition, the

elongate frame elements 31 of the frame structure 31 are retracted so as to be



into the enclosure 17. In this enbodinent, the bait is contained within a
bait bag 10 1 adapted to be suspended within the enclosure 17. The bait bag
101 is combizguwesszsas a wrapper 103 within which the bai PCiisGeanfoooved. The
wrapper 103 conprises several sheet |ayers of mesh material 104 wrapped
about the bait and tw sted at opposed ends 105 in a manner simlar to a
confectionary wapper. Ties 107 are attaehed to a twi sted ends of the

wr apper 103 for the purposes of suspendi ng the bait bag within the
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to assume R aefid! dohfiguration. Continued outward movement of the struts 57 causes

15 the rods 33 to deflect as previously described in order to make the enclosure

sides to assume a domed profile, as illustrated in the drawings. As the frame

structure 13 approaches its fully extended condition, the spigot 75 on the (lower)

actuating yoke 61 matingly engages in the socket 77 in the (upper) supporting

yoke 47. This provides a rigid yet releasable connection between the two yokes

20 47, 61, thereby providing stability to the frame structure 13 when in the extended
position.

Once the crab pot 10 is in the erected condition, it can be used in the conventional
way, with crabs entering the enclosure 17 through the entry openings 27 as
previously described. The present embodiment has a particular advantage in that

25  there are four entry openings 27, thereby increasing the possibility of a successful
catch.

The pot 10 is retrieved from the water in the usual way; that is, by hauling it to the
surface by the way of haul line 11. Any captured crabs are retrieved from the

enclosure 17 by way of the retrieval access way 81, as previously described.

30  When the crabbing activity has been completed, the erected crab pot 10 can be
collapsed simply by pulling the two yokes 47, 61 apart so as to allow the frame



rectangul ar configuration. Continued outward nmovenment of the struts 57
causes the rods 33 to deflect as previously described in order to make the
encl osur eweizdem7sssassune a domed profile, as illustrat @dTiSG2oedemoewaw ngs.
As the frame structure 13 approaches its fully extended condition, the
spigot 75 on the (lower) actuating yoke 6 1 matingly engages in the socket
77 in the (upper) supporting yoke 47. Thigs- provides a rigid yet releasable
connection between the two yokes 47, 6 1, thereby providing stablllty to
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|ncorporate closed (twi sted) |oop formations

other formations can be incorporated into the rod, one example is one of which is

an open loop formation 111 as illustrated at Figure 30.

In the first embodiment, the enclosure 17 is configured as a cage. The may be
circumstances where there is a need for a crab pot in which the enclosure is open
at. the top to provide a pen. Such an arrangement is incorporated in the

15 embodiment illustrated in Figure 31 . In this embodiment, the enclosure 17
comprises a bottom wall 121, side walls 123 upstanding from the bottom wall and
an open top 125. The crab pot according to this embodiment is of a similar
construction to the first embodiment apart for the nature of the enclosure, and so
corresponding reference numerals are used to identify similar parts. In this

20 embodiment, the pot incorporates an electronically powered light 127 mounted on
the lower yoke 61.

Figure 32 of the drawings shows an embodiment somewhat similar to the
previous embodiment in the sense that the enclosure 17 is configured as a pen.
However, in this embodiment there is a top wall 128, and the side walls 123

25  terminates short of the top wall 128 to provide side openings 129. The top wall
128 comprises a peripheral cable 131 extending between the frame elements 31
of the frame structure 13 and a mesh panel 133 within the peripheral cable. The
top wall 128 ensures that crabs must enter the enclosure 17 in order to gain
access to the bait 101.



4 1, 43. . Rather than providing connections by way of closed | oop
formations, other formations can be incorporated into the rod, one exanple
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W Thi N the o e cabodpheyald Toch BUCAD 0 aRioR Trohe BIcbabd! ton o
t he encl osgheuld7be ninderdood thajahe incerin mayt heveapplicklioh. tor eappihg other
foregoing, Jt.is evident that the present enbqdi nents each provide a sinple
yet hi ghl ycﬁsféecaﬁ‘i“\?e(sﬂ&éﬁsgﬁwm @'ﬁd CEayishk aﬂa Peremalse QthruaRimals dnet

whi ch can hecésadly v riamed @ﬁviidﬁrﬁerﬁs)?per ational condition for trapping
crabs. It should be appreciated that' the scope of the invention is not

limted to the scope of the enbodi nents descri bed.
10 Throughout the specification, unless the context requires otherwise, the word

‘comprise” or variations such as “comprises” or “comprising”, will be understood to
imply the inclusion of a stated integer or group of integers but not the exclusion of
any other integer or group of integers.



Wil e the enbodi nents have been described in relation to traps for crabs,
it should be understood that the invention nay have application to trapping
ot her cruwbDacwans2sfsuch as | obsters and crayfish) and pechaspomios@oot her
animals (not necessarily in marine environments). Throughout the
specification, unless the context requires otherw se, the word "conprise"
or variations such as "conprises" or "comsrising”, wll be understood to
inply the inclusion of a stated integer or group of integers but not the
exclusion of any other integer or group of integers.The Clains Defining the
| nvent i on dihe Gkims Defiging. the Invbhtipnidnk astFalpowsnpri sing a frame structure
havi ng an axis, and pliant nmaterial associated with the franme structure,
the frame structure conprising a plurality of elongate frame el enents, the
frame strudt uAectimgsitde arapeicomprisimgcanarmeostrudiumhihebinghen faasreasd ewant s
extend gener alwg rpﬁr allel to said axis and an extended condition in which
the frame el eMEe'& aseariatesyviRithe fragie stHectasa, dhejiframeystrestiesemBrsipe a o

the pliant ma j } ur L Qi : . 2
"R Gol Lapst o Sy, Of LIBOHL HarfD pRaAS) e RS o e R B rap
mat eri ab dr apcongdifioroin wikct irenfraster alemares vixéend genéradipgpastilel dbwsatd isxig n

the retracted_conditi.on can be .w apped about the frane structure (ground
said axis) tda'a(i?ﬂn%)dﬁng%(ﬁﬁ%&megdﬁi e’]'%%?%&ra@?%re e'&ﬁcﬁ’@‘?%@lﬂ@\’@@[ﬁ 8h,
and wherein tite Hlis YNindToed aAl shapexbandesiahe nfiadidaot t ne
when the frane str ug%r%w?s in theper ect egﬂlgondi tiécl)n. Oﬁ%@?r%’ﬁeﬁggg‘“@
accordi ng to @¢fHing an@ntrapmest apnet he encl osure is configured as a cage
having a bottom and wall means upstanding fromthe bottomto encl ose the

sides and top of the entrapment zone. 4. A collapsible trap according to
claim1 or22 Anedliepaibiedrapnerewding tas claim 1 wherein portions of pliant material

10 draping from the frame structure when the frame structure is in the retracted
condition can be wrapped about the frame structure (around said axis) to
assume a compact condition for storage and transportation, and wherein the
pliant material is extended to define the entrapment zone when the frame
structure is in the erected condition.

15 3. A crab trap according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the enclosure is configured as a
cage having a bottom and wall means upstanding from the bottom to enclose
the sides and top of the entrapment zone.

4. A collapsible trap according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the enclosure is
configured as a pen having a bottom, wall means upstanding from the bottom,
20 and an open top.

5. A collapsible trap according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the
pliant material comprises netting.‘

6. A collapsible trap according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the
elongate elements are pivotally moveable between the retracted and extended
25 conditions.



configured as a pen having a bottom wall means upstanding fromthe bottom
and an open top. 5. A collapsible trap according to any one of the

pr ecedi ngwol2admesasher ein the pliant material conprises RETISIGREP/06000A

col l apsible trap according to any one of the preceding clainms wherein the
el ongate el enents are pivotally noveabl e between the retracted and extended
conditions.7. A collapsible trap accordiigg to claim6 wherein the frane

el enents are each nounted for pivotal novenent and are connected one to

anot her by7a Al®napsibld irak sdbtofi 1 f | reof .
8. A collapsible trbalg acrc%r di ?\?llﬁ%ﬁglbgﬁﬁn@%ﬁgitﬂgﬂéﬁfgénréé@fs?}ngnétds?ﬁare

connect ed oneMogn ReIvVaigl meemerbans ard ¢onnestechose toadothed byrefiexible -
opposed to th i, | I 1hle trap according to claim7 or 8
wherein the fI e&él‘tbéﬂé)cgﬁﬁ'@g%%%% etﬁgi'r§qr?é59ttbﬁgqog1 e cable such as a steel
cable. 10. A collapsible trap according to any one of the preceding clains
wher ei n angjact uat,i_ng. mechani sm i rovided for pivotally novi t he

el ongat e f?ar{% @‘P"@H@%M%%@e‘} \ﬁ@gﬂr(ﬁrl’fg_tpe?lﬁ%t_}ed’v'&%&'rbiﬁ%n ep%'r%g?qut%rﬁi? 11.
A col | apsi bl ecdrim@RtetC6ms & ABother by MdHdAbMhRkaAth éé%r%céh@’fﬂé?e?f%%@hsm
conprises a plurality of struts each connected to one of the elongate frame
el ements at doltBedifst@ndinternediate the first end and the flexible Iink.

12. A collapsible trap according to claim 11l wherein each strut is

pivotally connected at one end thereof to its respective frane el enent and
i s pivotal 9y Acatrraikie tigp acrordingde clain 7 beBevficremn thdj fievdble liaks souipriseher

struts. 13. I I r ording tq claim12 wherein each strut is
pivotally co%@@?g%ﬂglb%§?Qe@ﬁ§%%e%gtegﬁgcqtﬁea comon el enent such as a hub
10. A collapsible trap according to any one of the preceding claims wherein an

10 actuating mechanism is provided for pivotally moving the elongate frame
elements between the retracted and extended conditions.

11. A collapsible trap according to claim 10 wherein the actuating mechanism
comprises a plurality of struts each connected to one of the elongate frame
elements at a location intermediate the first end and the flexible link.

15 12. A collapsible trap according to claim 11 wherein each strut is pivotally
connected at one end thereof to its respective frame element and is pivotally
connected at the other end thereof to adjacent ends of other struts.

13. A collapsible trap according to claim 12 wherein each sirut is pivotally
connected at said other end of to a common element such as a hub
20 functioning as an actuating yoke.

14. A collapsible trap according to any one of claims 10 to 13 wherein the first

ends of the elongate frame elements are pivotally connected together.

15. A collapsible trap according to claim 14 wherein the first ends of the frame
elements are pivotally connected to a common element such as a hub
25 functioning as a supporting yoke.



functioning as an actuating yoke. 14. A collapsible trap according to any
one of clains 10 to 13 wherein the first ends of the elongate frane

el enent s woeopiorezsal | y connected together. 15. A col | apechise2emwapooaccor di ng
to claim 14 wherein the first ends of the frane elements are pivotally
connected to a common el enent such as a hub functioning as a supporting
yoke. 16. A col |l apsible trap according ta0cl aim 15 wherein the actuating
means further conprises a haul line which is connected to the actuating

yoke and ongwhicollapdiblesiap @cbbidhy ek elairs 15 viakdin tﬁe'ra@ﬁfétm@ méBRs EF@Nher
sliding novenent of the suF porting yoke along the haul |iné causes

frame str uct RFENPIESasoR dagk Waé#hl(tfh@ eohnestasdiocihedactualingapeke aedrast Wﬁtﬁd’led

yoke i nor por 1PeUFROHEL ks SREaE SRR0RRR. Brbi g lndBrlBfid g™

socket in thesuppbeting 9ioke Wilengtihe ha@aninstaauekyrdel frahe Shackxé eddatbve
condition. 18. A coll apsible trap according to claim 17 wherein the socket

and spi%ot art@t\“]@ﬁf‘|%Q|%“@”98dPQ§¢§'@”r%’ﬁéh?éﬁtrﬁiﬁ@ﬁ@@éﬂml@@n when in mating
engagenent. 19. A collapsible trap according to any one of the previous
clains wherein the enclosure is configured as a cage and wherein there is
provi ded al7-|*:g8HaRside &rpraccopding fg clegn 16nerr 16 wheeein ghgetokarineriPo(aies R as a

o wher ot t RDERARATE RgBBRE 1o Ro60L 30 MEfpb AL LI Bt 3k
in each one ufrhemmeffmmegtmiemre& ib. the extdraiesi ddrelitionap according to claim 19

or 20 wherein the or each entry opening conprises an entry end which opens
onto the exterior of the enclosure, an exit end which opens onto the

ent r apment1&oneollapeible triy ertorited itoTiaim ¢h whdreltdshd ebvrstnahd &pRytt rateand

exit ends.
10 configured to resist rotation therebetween when in mating engagement.

19. A collapsible trap according to any one of the previous claims wherein the
enclosure is configured as a cage and wherein there is provided at least one
entry opening for entry of a target animal (such as a crab) into the entrapment
zone.

15 20. A collapsible trap according to claim 19 wherein the cage has four sides and
wherein there is one entry opening in each one of the four sides.

21. A collapsible trap according to claim 19 or 20 wherein the or each entry
opening comprises an entry end which opens onto the exterior of the
enclosure, an exit end which opens onto the entrapment zone, and a throat

20 section which extends between the entry and exit ends.

22. A collapsible trap according to claim 21 wherein the exit end is smaller than
the entry end and the throat section tapers inwardly towards the exit end.

23. A collapsible trap according to claim 22 wherein each entry opening
comprises an aperture in the pliant material and a hoop about the aperture,

25 the hoop being adapted to contract the aperture when the frame structure is in
the extended condition thereby to cause the marginal portion of the pliant



22. A collapsible trap according to claim2 1 wherein the exit end is
smal l er than the entry end and the throat section tapers inwardly towards

t he exit woa0072a88258 col | apsi bl e trap accordi ng to cl ai mpe2/Sehers®eoeach
entry opening conprises an aperture in the pliant material and a hoop about
the aperture, the hoop being adapted to contract the aperture when the
frame structure is in the extended condgtli-on thereby to cause the marginal
portion of the pliantmaterial about the aperture to deformto provide the

throat secti ofatdria® Rk PGt BleARY tté’rcﬁaf@trnﬁ’vtiodFﬂglicﬂ@%éxfh?oéinge&foﬁ, hgeentry
opening. 24. A coll aE5| ble trap according to clalm 23 whereln each hoop

conpri ses a |eurac grgureiptowdingribe exitemdi afghd enttg @peaing. east two entry
openi ngs, the | oop formation bei ng capabl e of expansi on and contraction
upon nmovenent of the line. 25. A collapsible trap according to claim 23
wher ei n ea2h Acollapsibiprirapeaceortiingt toeclaino@p Vitueret each hoop cboprises d loog

t di bet . id at | t .t t i , t | f ti
bei no. capabl dCERRUiha e EREnebih pabvdel ok Bt R0 ik OBfbne Tenleobos A
col | apsg bl e tipaRaisit BEMgNEhpaBIE bRERpATSIN aRG oRBEEiich hpsn Wﬁéxﬁé?ﬁerﬁfacﬁechba'

conprises netting and erein the loop formation is interlaced with the
netting aboutliNnhe aperture. 27. A collapsible trap according to any one of
the preceding clains wherein the enclosure is configured as a cage and
wherein there is provided a retrieval access way for retrieval of an ani nal
trapped i n2%.He coflapgibler rap2accordingl toa skl 23t whereit cachi hgop con@ises2a

encl osur e andaert g, BFElGn 16, AR i R AR T beradh SlerclipShiiio "
retrieval patemtigaspemndstie ltppiofRamRsAbeiag cabablkeofsiphafBioAtthd dshifdcabn

10 upon movement of the line.

26. A collapsible trap according to claim 24 or 25 wherein the pliant material
comprises netting and wherein the loop formation is interlaced with the netting

about the aperture.

27. A collapsible trap according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the
15 enclosure is configured as a cage and wherein there is provided a retrieval

access way for retrieval of an animal trapped in the enclosure.

28. A collapsible trap according to claim 27 wherein the retrieval access way
comprises an opening in the bottom of the enclosure and a closure flap
located against the opening, whereby a retrieval path can be form upon

20 separation of the bottom and the flap.

29. A crab trap according to claim 28 wherein the opening is provided in the
bottom adjacent one edge thereof and the closure flap is located on the
underside of the bottom.

30. A crab trap according to claim 29 wherein the bottom is attached to the flexible

25 link except at a location corresponding.to the opening therein.



29. A crab trap according to claim28 wherein the opening is provided in
the bottom adj acent one edge thereof and the closure flap is | ocated on the
under si dewof20atgsisett om 30. A crab trap accordi ng to clrarsG2@ewh@oei n t he
bottomis attached to the flexible Iink except at a | ocation correspondi ng
to the opening therein.3 1. A crab trap according to clains 28, 29 or 30
wherein the closure flap underlies the-l@tom 32. A collapsible trap
according to any one of the preceding clains wherein the pliant nmateri al

conpri ses f I Rl t ' ;
accordi ng ? gn;g\lsd;??n 3 %ﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬁﬁnﬁsh’ %gn@élﬁﬁghé}eﬁ%ﬁgﬂé%@%ﬁ l??l?fﬂeeﬂl%ﬁ e
i nk between thedbaltangat e frane el ements. 34. A collapsible trap according
to claim32 or 33 wherein the wall neans of the enclosure conprises
sections of nesh attached between the elongate franme el enents. 35. A

col I apsi bl 82t Aagolispbibteatrap eddeprdisg He raziynonke o€ thd edectdiny chfirms emoaretrotiiche

acconpanyi ng gﬁaan\%"rﬁ]gtgﬁal comprises a mesh panel defining the bottom.

5 33. Acollapsible trap according to claim 32 wherein the mesh panel is attached to
the flexible link between the elongate frame elements.

34. A collapsible trap according to claim 32 or 33 wherein the wall means of the
enclosure comprises sections of mesh attached between the elongate frame
elements.

10  35. A collapsible trap substantially as herein described with reference to the

accompanying drawings.



