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ABSTRACT 

The magnetic recording medium for a heat-assisted 

recording system according to the present invention is a 

magnetic recording medium that has a magnetic recording layer 

on a non-magnetic substrate and a protective layer on top of 

the magnetic recording layer.  The protective layer includes a 

first lower protective layer on top of the magnetic recording 

layer, a first upper protective layer on the first lower 

protective layer, and a second protective layer on the first 

upper protective layer.  The first lower protective layer is 

composed mainly of an element selected from the group 

consisting of Si, Al and Cu, and the first upper protective 

layer is a layer configured by an oxide of the material of the 

first lower protective layer. 
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