B e S — -

A met hod of obtaining carboxylic acid and al cohol froma carboxylic acid
.ester by a sinple process and without the use of an entrainer is provided,
wherein a liquid, which contains a carboxylic acid ester and in which at

| east a part of the conponents thereof is conprised of a side streamtaken
out froma first distillation tower operated in the total ref |ux
condition, is fed into a hydrolysis reactor filled with an acid catalyst to
obtain a reaction product liquid, conprised essentially of carboxylic acid,
al cohol, water and carboxylic acid ester, this reaction product liquid is
fed into the abovenentioned first distillation tower, a bottom|liquid,

conprised essentially of carboxylic acid, alcohol, and water, is taken out
fromthe bottomof this distillation tower, this

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE
A method of obtaining carboxylic acid and alcohol from a
carboxylic acid ester by a simple process and without the use
of an entrainer is provided, wherein a liquid, which contains
a carboxylic acid ester and in which at least a part of the
components thereof is comprised of a side stream taken out from
a first distillation tower operated in the total reflux
condition, is fed into a hydrolysis reactor filled with an acid
catalyst to obtain a reaction product 1liquid, comprised
essentially of carboxylic acid, alcohol, water and carboxylic
acid ester, this reaction product liquid is fed into the
abovementioned first distillation tower, a bottom liquid,
comprised essentially of carboxylic acid, alcohol, and water,
is taken out from the bottom of this distillation tower, this
bottom liquid is separated in a second distillation tower into
a top distillate, having alcohol as the principal component,
and a bottom liquid, comprised of carboxylic acid and water,
this bottom liquid is separated in a third distillation tower
into a top distillate, comprised of carboxylic acid and water,
and a bottom liquid, comprised of carboxylic acid, and this
top distillate is circulated back to the tower top of the first
distillation tower and water is added to this tower top. Or,

a liquid, which contains a carboxylic acid ester is fed into
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bottomliquid is separated in a second distillation tower into a top
distillate, having al cohol as the principal conmponent, and a bottom i quid,
conprised of carboxylic acid and water, this bottomliquid is separated in
athird distillation tower into a top distillate, conprised of carboxylic
acid and water, and a bottomliquid, conprised of carboxylic acid, and this
top distillate is circulated back to the tower top of the first
distillation tower and water is added to this tower top. O, a liquid,

whi ch contains a carboxylic acid ester is fed into

a first distillation tower, operated in the total reflux
condition, a side stream form the first distillation tower is
fed into a hydrolysis reactor filled with acid catalyst, the
reaction product liquid, comprised essentially of carboxylic
acid, alcohol, water, and carboxylic acid ester, is fed into
the abovementioned first distillation tower, and thereaftexr
distillation is performed in the same manner as described

above.
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