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BACKGROUND

[002] Any discussion of the background art throughout the specification should in no
way be considered as an admission that such art is widely known or forms part of

common general knowledge in the field.

[003] Various accounting software package are known, with common examples being
MYOB and Quickbooks. In broad terms, these allow as user to maintain accounting
records, and generate reports in respect of those records. These records may be used
to assist in the completion of taxation documentation or the like. However, the
process by which a user submits reports to a government authority remains complex,
often requiring the use of a separate unfamiliar application to enable online

submission of the report data.

[004] There is a need in the art for improved systems and methods for managing

accounting data.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[005] It is an object of the present invention to overcome or ameliorate at least one of

the disadvantages of the prior art, or to provide a useful alternative.

[006] One embodiment provides a system for managing accounting data, the system

including:
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present invention to overcone or aneliorate at |east one of the
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accountant user;

[009] a report submission module that is configured to submit data indicative of
reports generated based on the accounting data of respective users to one or more
receiving authorities, wherein the data is submitted in compliance with data
submission protocol requirements associated with the receiving authority to which the

submission is made; and

[0010] a key management module for storing a plurality of government issued ID keys,
wherein each key is associated with a given one of the users, and wherein the report
submission module is configured to, when submitting data indicative of a generated
report, associate the data indicative of the report with data indicative of the ID key for

the user based on who’s accounting data the report is based.

[0011] One embodiment provides a system including a report submission knowledge
module, which is configured to maintain data indicative of a plurality of submittable
reports, and data submission protocol requirements associated with the receiving

authority to which the report is to be submitted for each of those reports.

[0012] One embodiment provides a system including a report generation module that is
responsive to a user command for generating a user-selected report in compliance with

the report submission knowledge module.

[0013] One embodiment provides a system including a key submission module for
allowing each user to upload a respective government issued ID key to the key
management module, such that the uploaded ID keys are centrally stored on behalf of

the users.



wherein each key is associated with a given one of the users, and wherein
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that report, provide a request for an accountant user to review the report and

accounting data upon which the report is based.

[0017] One embodiment provides a system including a report submission management
module that is configured to maintain a queue of sets of data indicative of respective
individual reports for submission, and manage the submission of those reports to a

government authority server.

[0018] One embodiment provides a system including a client-facing report receiving
module configured for receiving data for submission in a report by the report
submission module, wherein the data for submission in a report is received from a one

of a plurality of third party proprietary software applications via an API.

[0019] One embodiment provides a system including a client-facing report receiving
module configured for receiving data for submission in a report by the report
submission module, wherein the data for submission in a report is received from a

web-based interface that allows users to submit information via web-fillable forms.

[0020] One embodiment provides a computer implemented method for managing

accounting data, the method including:

[0021] providing an interface for allowing a plurality of users to interact with a web-

hosted accounting platform;

[0022] defining, via the web-hosted accounting platform, a user account for a first user,
wherein that user account is configured to be associated with accounting records

defined by the first user via the web-hosted accounting platform; and



configured to be periodically updated thereby to inplenent a change in
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[0026] One embodiment provides a method wherein the facility for enabling
communication between the first user and the second user allows one of those users to
identify a particular aspect of the accounting records and provide a message to the

other of the users, wherein the message is inherently indicative of the identified aspect.

[0027] One embodiment provides a method wherein the web-hosted accounting

platform is configured to:
[0028] generate reporting data in response to a user request;

[0029] submit the reporting data to a receiving authority in response to a user request,
wherein the reporting data is transmitted in accordance with a predefined protocol
stipulated by the receiving authority, and wherein the reporting data is associated with
data indicative of a government issued ID key associated with the first user, wherein
the government issued ID key is maintained at a central location accessible to the web-

hosted accounting platform.

[0030] One embodiment provides a method for managing accounting data, the method

including:

[0031] providing an accounting module for allowing a user to maintain a set of

accounting records;

[0032] providing a report submission knowledge module, which is configured to
maintain data indicative of a plurality of submittable reports, and data submission

protocol requirements for each of those reports;



hosted accounting platform [0022]defining, via the web-hosted accounting
platform a user account for a first user, wherein that user account is
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user via the web-hosted accounting platform and 4 [0023]providing, via
t he web- hosted accounting platform access to a second user in respect of
the accounting records defined by the first user, wherein the second user
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facility for, GoaRk! fi%he generated report to a receiving authority associated with the user,

wherein the data is submitted in compliance with data submission requirements

maintained by the report submission knowledge module.

[0035] One embodiment provides a method wherein the report submission module
associates each report with a receiving authority, and each receiving authority with a

predefined data submission protocol.

[0036] One embodiment provides a method wherein, for one or more the receiving

authorities, the predefined data submission protocol is an SBR protocol.

[0037] One embodiment provides a method wherein the method incudes providing a
key submission module for allowing each user to identify a government issued ID key,
wherein the report submission module is configured to, when submitting data

indicative of a generated report, associate the data with data indicative of the ID key.

[0038] One embodiment provides a method wherein the method is performed at a
central server accessible to a plurality of users that each maintain respective sets of

accounting data, and the method additionally includes:

[0039] providing a key upload module for allowing each user to upload a respective

government issued ID key; and
[0040] providing an ID key repository for maintaining the uploaded keys;

[0041] wherein the report submission module is configured to, when submitting data
indicative of a generated report, associate the data with data indicative of the ID key

uploaded by the user responsible for the generated report.

[0042] One embodiment provides a method for managing accounting data, the method

including:

[0043] receiving, from a user, data indicative of a selected report type;



conmmuni cation between the first user and the second user allows one of
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% ] presenting to the user a representation of the receivéd information;

[0048] allowing the user to review/modify the representation of the received

information; and

[0049] upon approval of the representation, providing to the receiving authority data
indicative of the approved representation, thereby to submit a report of the selected

report type.

[0050] One embodiment provides a method wherein the information received from the

receiving authority is indicative of a pre-filled report of the selected report type.

[0051] One embodiment provides a method including comparing the information

received from the receiving authority with accounting data defined by the user.

[0052] One embodiment provides a method wherein providing to the receiving
authority a request for information relevant to the selected report type associated with
the user includes providing to the receiving authority data indicative of a government

issued ID key associated with the user.

[0053] One embodiment provides a method wherein the method is performed at a

central server accessible to a plurality of users.

[0054] One embodiment provides a computer implemented method for submitting
reports to a government authority, the method including the steps of:
[0055] providing a key upload module for allowing a plurality of registered users to

upload respective government issued ID keys;
[0056] providing an ID key repository for maintaining the uploaded keys;

[0057] providing a client-facing report receiving module for receiving, from a

registered user, data for submission in a report;



[ 0032] providing a report subm ssion know edge nodul e, which is configured
to maintain data indicative of a plurality of submttable reports, and data
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[ 0033] providing a report generation nodule that is responsive to a user
command for generating a user-selected report in conpliance with the report
subm ssi on know edge nodul e; [0034] providing a report subm ssion nodul e
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accordance with the government authority submission protocol;
[0060] wherein the report submission module is configured to, when submitting a
given report submission data set, associate the submission with data indicative of the

ID key uploaded by the registered user responsible for that report submission data set.

[0061] One embodiment provides a computer system including a web server
configured to deliver a web based interface to a plurality of user terminals, wherein the

web server is configured to perform a method as described herein

[0062] One embodiment provides a computer system including a web server
configured to deliver a web based interface to a plurality of user terminals, wherein the

web server is configured to perform a method as described herein.

[0063] One embodiment provides a computer system including a microprocessor

configured to perform a method as described herein.

[0064] One embodiment provides a tangible non-transient computer readable medium
carrying executable code that when executed on one or more microprocessors of a

computer system cause the computer system to perform a method as described herein.

[0065] One embodiment provides a computer program product configured for allowing

the performance of a method as described herein.

[0066] Reference throughout this specification to “one embodiment”, “some
embodiments” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature, structure or
characteristic described in connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances of the phrases “in one
embodiment”, “in some embodiments” or “in an embodiment” in various places
throughout this specification are not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment,

but may. Furthermore, the particular features, structures or characteristics may be



[ 0037] One enbodi nent provides a nmethod wherein the nethod incudes providing
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[0068] In the claims below and the description herein, any one of the terms
comprising, comprised of or which comprises is an open term that means including at
least the elements/features that follow, but not excluding others. Thus, the term
comprising, when used in the claims, should not be interpreted as being limitative to
the means or elements or steps listed thereafter. For example, the scope of the
expression a device comprising A and B should not be limited to devices consisting
only of elements A and B. Any one of the terms including or which includes or that
includes as used herein is also an open term that also means including at least the
elements/features that follow the term, but not excluding others. Thus, including is

synonymous with and means comprising.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0069] Preferred embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way of

example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings in which:

[0070] FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a framework according to one embodiment.
[0071] FIG. 2 provides an overview of user interactions according to one embodiment.
[0072] FIG. 3 provides a system level overview according to one embodiment.

[0073] FIG. 4A illustrates a method according to one embodiment.
[0074] FIG. 4B illustrates a method according to one embodiment.
[0075] FIG. 5A schematically illustrates a framework according to one embodiment.

[0076] FIG. 5B schematically illustrates a framework according to one embodiment.
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overview, the present disclosure is focused in part on a web-hosted accounting
platform which embodies various significant aspects of the present technology. These
include the likes of client/accountant interaction, report generation and submission (for
example using SBR or another predefined protocol), and ID key management. It will
be appreciated that these aspects of technology in other embodiments exist
independently of one another, optionally within other platforms which may be web-
hosted or locally executed. The present disclosure also describes a framework
including a centralized report submission server thereby to manage report submissions

across a plurality of government lodgment servers.

GENERAL FRAMEWORK

[0078] FIG. 1 provides a schematic overview of an accounting framework 100 which
provides a web-based accounting platform. This framework is conceptually split into
a number of logical components, which need not be physically separated. For
example, these components may be collectively provided by one or more software
applications executing on one or more computing platforms (optionally distributed
platforms). It should be appreciated that not all of these logical components are

present in all embodiments.

[0079] The term “user”, as used herein, is not intended to represent a human user.
Rather, the term “user” describes a unique set of user registration data which, at a
practical level, may me intended to represent a single human user, corporation, or the
like. It is appreciated that multiple people could access framework 100 using the same
user registration data. However, such multiple people should not be confused with
multiple “users”. Rather, this presents an example of multiple people accessing
framework 100 under the guise of a common user. This may occur where multiple
people interact with framework 100 on behalf of a corporation, or where one person

fraudulently utilizes user registration data belonging to another person.

[0080] Framework 100 includes user interface module 101, which in conjunction with
a User Interface (UI) components database 102, provides data and logic for driving a

user interface. In the present embodiments, this user interface is web-delivered for
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keys: wherein that input is intended for provision to framework 100.

[0081] In the present embodiment, module 101, in conjunction with database 102,
provides a user interface for allowing user interaction with a web-based accounting
platform, wherein back-end processing for the accounting platform is performed at a
server remote of the users’ terminals. As used herein, the term “web-based accounting
platform” describes an arrangement including a software application that is hosted via
one or more web servers, thereby to provide a plurality of users with functionality to
maintain respective sets of accounting data. In this sense, the term “maintain” refers
to a process by which a user, for example, inputs data indicative of real-world events
(such as payments and receipts) into an accounting platform, such that the accounting
platform is able to report on aspects of that user’s accounts (such as cash flow, profit
and loss, budgeting, and in some cases, as discussed below, information for

government reports).

[0082] The specific methodologies by which accounting data is maintained by each
user (for example specific mechanisms for input of income and expenditure data, bank
reconciliations, and so on) are generally ignored for the present purposes, as a wide
range of accounting platforms (such as the many known platforms that execute locally
at client machines) are well known in the art. Various embodiments make use of
varying levels of complexity and sophistication in terms of functionalities by which

accounting data is maintained.

[0083] A user registration module 103 operates in conjunction with a registered user
database 104 for providing a process whereby a user registers to use framework 100.
For example, a user provides various aspects of personal information (or more
specifically a human user provides aspects of personal information concerning the

entity to be represented by the user), and is associated in database 104 with a
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report subm ssion data set conpliant with a governnent authority subm ssion
prot ocol ;wWpQ0BAMprievi di ng the report subnission data sePCIAWROIIAP®TE

subm ssi on managenent nodule that is configured to naintain a queue of one
or nore report subm ssion data sets and ﬁhnage t he subm ssion of those
reports to a government authority server in accordance with the governnent
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data being hosted remotely of the user (due to the web-hosted nature of the

framework). That is, a user’s accounting data is maintained centrally by framework

100, as opposed to on the hard drive of a local computing device operated by the user.

[0084] Framework 100 provides a reporting module 107, which assists a user in
generating reports for direct submission to a receiving authority. For example, the
receiving authority may be the Australian Taxation Office (for Australia) or the IRS
(for the US). In some cases framework 100 operates internationally and allows
submission to multiple receiving authorities, either on a user level (i.e. based on the
jurisdiction in which a user is registered) or a report level (i.e. based on the authority
associated with a particular report). For instance, in some embodiments each user is
associated with a receiving authority for all taxation-type reports. In cases where
module 107 is configured for generating reports for receipt by a plurality of receiving
authorities in respect of a given user, such as federal and state taxation offices, the user

is associated with the plurality of receiving authorities.

[0085] Module 107 interacts with a report submission knowledge module 108, which
is configured to maintain data indicative of a plurality of submittable reports, and data
submission protocol requirements for each of those reports. For example, these
reports may include taxation related reports, such as a Business Activity Statement
(BAS) as required under Australian taxation regulations. As context, various
government agencies are known to develop predefined data submission protocols,
which are in some cases to an extent standardized across jurisdictions. One example is
provide by SBR (standard business reporting) protocols, which have been
implemented by various Australian government agencies, and government agencies
outside of Australia. Another example is IFS reporting standards. Module 108

maintains data related to reports submittable via these protocols. In some



[ 0063] One enbodi nent provides a conputer systemincluding a m croprocessor
configured to performa nethod as descri bed herein. [0064] One enbodi nent
provi des wotargi4blie non-transi ent conputer readabl e nmediPaFAIROTIYI0OMY3
execut abl e code that when executed on one or nore mcroprocessors of a
conput er system cause the conputer systed?to performa nethod as descri bed
herein. [0065] One embodi nent provides a conputer program product configured
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[ 0066] Ref erence throughout this specification to "one enbodi nent", "sone

embodi ment s'cagl recainingrabtwiriewith arpeededinedhdata sulpaissipe pfogecol.eat ure, structure
or characteristic described in connection with the enbodi nrent is included

in at | egeoseine ®rsdardi 1osnk uplatbd el EHSRI tHefBb@rtbir@aﬁntaﬂwﬁepoaipcﬂ@@mpqes of
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unl ess othegW senREf! f088¢ sfiofficdiCinQhe tdiBe Madlit(RbviB&l £ &bV 8fdifferentiation

between a user’s accounting practices and government stipulated protocols. From one
perspective, it can be viewed as a translation mechanism between the two, in the sense
that it identifies data types required for a government stipulated protocol, and

identifies the location of those data types in database 106.

[0088] From a practical perspective, a user selects a type of report that is to be
prepared, and module 107 operates in conjunction with module 109 (and other
modules of framework 100, as appropriate) thereby to prepare the report. The report is
subsequently able to be submitted to the receiving authority. For this purpose,
framework 100 includes a report submission module (shown as authority interface
module 109) that is configured to submit data indicative of a generated report to the
relevant receiving. The data indicative of the repost is submitted in compliance with
data submission requirements maintained by the report submission knowledge module

(for example via a SBR protocol compliant communication).

[0089] The use of a web-hosted framework has a range of advantages as compared
with locally hosted software, for example in terms of the ability to modify/update the
software centrally, thereby to deliver updated/modified functionality to users without a
need to modify software at the users’ local terminals. This is particularly useful in
terms of managing complications associated with evolving accounting standards,
taxation and other requirements, and data submission standards. That is, centrally
updating module 105 has an instantaneous and simultaneous effect on all users.
Likewise, the framework enables global data transformations and/or migrations of the
multiple users’ data in repository 106 to coincide with updates to module 105. In
terms of technical effect, this is quite significant. For example, assume a change in

taxation requirements is enacted by a government. This may have ramifications in
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ST IR AT AN R R YA AT

franmework aGeqk#h nggdwrerefientemiedi MeRey (being an encrypted key, as opposed to an
alphanumeric identifier or the like). In the context of FIG. 1, this is shown as an
AUSKEY management module 110, an AUSKEY being a government issued ID key
used in Australia. Other embodiments make use of alternate key submission modules,
configured for various jurisdictions, and the present example of an AUSKEY is for the
sake of explanation only (with alternate keys being used in other embodiments). A
user is able to upload an AUSKEY, which is stored in database 111. Module 109 is
configured to interact with database 111 thereby to associate communications to a
receiving authority with the relevant users government issued ID key., for example
when submitting data indicative of a generated report, associate the data with data

indicative of the ID key.

[0091] In overview, various government issued ID keys, with AUSKEY as a particular
example, are designed to authorize a particular terminal to interact with government
agencies on behalf of a business to whom the key is assigned. Under the current
AUSKEY arrangement, data indicative of the ID can be maintained on a USB-type
device, thereby to authorize whichever terminal the USB-type device is inserted (for
the duration of the insertion). The data can also be installed on a terminal, thereby to
authorize that terminal (for the duration of the installation, or until the expiry of the
key). The present embodiments leverage benefits associated with web-delivered
software thereby to allow users to maintain AUSKEY data at a hosted location,
thereby to overcome complications associated with the use of multiple terminals. In

essence, framework 100 is capable of being AUSKEY authorized for each of the



[0076] FIG 5B schematically illustrates a framework according to one
enbodi nent. 9 DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON [0077] Descri bed herein are systens and
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"user", ed herein, i.s,not intended to represent a human user. . Rather,
the ter mbpldr™ RELEMPLL e Mk SRatioh foredh FEgropfiett DR aERtehich, o
a practical gr&Medd fuffyr oW nt ended to represent a single human user,
corporation, or the like. It is appreciated that multiple people could
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framewor k 100lewHt elcsipralisies & hePORIPEEMN, or where one person fraudul ently
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[ 0080] Framrepy R T3QAP ARTVWHSTERACTIORG ace nodul e 101, which in

conjunction wth
[0095] In some embodiments, framework 100 is configured to interface clients,

accountants, and a government agency (or multiple government agencies, for example
where users are spread across multiple jurisdictions). This is schematically illustrated
in FIG. 2. In overview, framework 100 provides an interface for allowing a plurality
of users to interact with a web-hosted accounting platform. These users include a first
user, in the form of client 200. Client 200 is, for example, a small business that makes

use of framework 100 for maintaining accounting data for the business.

[0096] Framework 100 defines a user account for client 200, that user account being
configured to be associated with accounting records defined by client 200 via
framework 100. Framework 100 additionally provides access to a second user in
respect of the accounting records defined by client 100. Specifically, this second user
is identifiable as an accountant representative 201 of client 200 (also referred to as an
“accountant user”). To this end, framework 100 provides a user portal, for allowing
users to access their respective accounting records, and a separate accountant portal,
for allowing accountants to access the accounting records of users whom they

respectively represent.
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user’s records, there is preferably a mechanism for identifying modifications to the

user, for example via a change mark-up/highlight process or the like.

[0099] In some cases framework 100 includes a facility for enabling communication
between the client and accountant (see line 212), for example an in-application
messaging facility. This allows the client and accountant to discuss various aspects of
the client’s accounting records, and/or reports generated in respect of those records.
Although in-application messaging facilities are known, the application of such a
facility to an accounting software framework presents distinct advantages in terms of
streamlining client/accountant relationships. For example, the accountant is able to
review a message, and look directly at the client’s accounting records as maintained

within the software framework (as opposed to reviewing a spreadsheet output or the

like).
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EXEMPLARY SYSTEM-LEVEL OVERVIEW

[00104]  As noted, methods and functionalities considered herein are implemented by
way of a server, as illustrated in FIG. 3. In overview, a web server 302 provides a web
interface 303. This web interface is accessed by the parties by way of client terminals
304. In overview, users access interface 303 over the Internet by way of client
terminals 304, which in various embodiments include the likes of personal computers,

PDAs, cellular telephones, gaming consoles, and other Internet enabled devices.
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update eff e%&%ﬂh@oa@&&?&@én R RE Qééﬁ'&eﬁ‘traﬁgﬁ bEMS WRILEEESH 18 ABnUPHRhS. By
affecting report subm ssion protocols. [0090] Framework 100 provides a key

subm ssi on nogubiethe ovebabrbowirnappbeatlonug ewert @ the ehientf tprnainglos evblententavigsued | D
key (being an encrypted k as .opposed to an al phan ric identjifier or
Cho 1oy PRofRe Bk Flnecibh RReSRIREE s SRR BLIRE phoiethd s nen
nodul e 110, \a@RoM4SKEGLMBIOGhE HOYRVEENt | ssued | D key used in Australia.

O her enbodi nents nmake use of alternate key subm ssion nodul es, configured

for vari jMri gdictions, an sent, ex le of a Y is. f t he
sake of gggﬁdgiat ?&gh&%ﬁ% yso’ Wi tgmg&ﬁglfg{ﬁtgt e’ keeysu eioﬁg aus‘ggbsiﬁ%/%ﬁz seerr_sbasgc{
enbodi ment s)impRnméseitiohSinadth& eihtbod pherddp@pridiSKioTiwand inetholds aft igtpiamdnted

dat abase 111. Module 109 is configured to interact with database 111
thereby to &#§$88ciligtnativembehicsaplend tushemhodingath glienittaaningly Jaf trpaintm

rel evant us V: | f I RN dat a
i cati ve. op THRGRLATRDh: [ 3 i e bR AR R IR, R R (e
of the | D keya po@6vi} whidhvearaéveavk Naris aaesssgdir msemtce vmsmaBhddd dppys them t h
AUSKEY as a rticular exanple, are designed to authorize a particul ar
terminal tol aﬁ'eract wi th governnent agencies on behalf of a business to
whom the key is assigned. Under the current AUSKEY arrangenent, data

i ndi cati [e0dP]t hln gnecantetres, ichttainned W imcliSBs tay pcesor Sé] dohpledldy & o
aut hori ze whi chever term,pal the USB -type device is,.ihnsernted (for the

Gur att onof Ry nnePEk onl ™ sl eepnirit R inS GHsESrd, S AT NGl 6h & pUPEDal
thereby to adhhtibdembbéh, Beehddglor( feFiall patdoir alel BRe. ofMER6ry RdHak! 343 on,
or until the expiry of the key). The present enbodi ments |everage benefits
associ at ed wialpdagedoftavare streel st tivamdighhaiecaxgcytablg|dropyogesseis 3t b rdicst ai n
AUSKEY data at a hosted |ocation, thereby to overcone conplications

associated wth the use of nultiple termnals. In essence, framework 100 is
capabl e of bei ng AUSKEY aut horized for each of the



14 registered users. In this manner, it does not matter which termnal a
user interacts with for the purpose of accessing franework 100; the user is
abl e to meDOrbei0astifei r accounti ng data and gener at e/ sub®rCI/ATRPOVNNE273

[ 0092] Modul e 109 is configured to nmanage the subm ssion of reports via a
queui ng protocol, thereby to manage hi ghl3ol unes of data traffic resulting
froma |l arge nunber of users. A user sinply request that a report be

subm tted, apHwaRMMbEuABEs PIAS S niiRat300 88 @kécultd a BoAWEMEapplibatBAMBuGARES t he
gueue is prioritized based on inportance ratings for n51V|duai reports

(for exanpl @repiseaty epplisntoupowygb ef anpdivatiqnond 3hErkpnishde avf scrdea ansaner by
whi ch reports are nerated and submt.ted are,provi ded. further below.
(00041 1 n” sotbeBifoanahRe SuAlrsLblguH $ouafa 188 GEnldfsl Hirdtlpdhs
framewor k 1Qsatiahdviébing ah@® a@hitgstiafioh @f prifile, paetytoInd nvéng capphintatibens,
thereby to provide the relevant functionalities to those prograns.
PARTY- PARTY IMRIfERAGT] @S Up 0895 funstieséicenbodi ment's, franework 100 is
configured to interface clients, accountants, and a governnent agency (or
mul ti pl e [QOM&] nnBntesaggrcifieslly f sntedX amipreisaherse appaest afr@ns pheatbllavingss
multiple jurjsdictions). This is schematical illustrated in FIG_ 2. In
overvi ew,  f CAITHYER ob WPEFEL rapehquadee prcierioh dyu S Purdiang of
users to intgracciiat ipRc¥&hpMogh uﬁﬁ%@u&ﬂ&ﬂ&ﬁ@ha%&R%&hn%%?%&ﬂyﬁﬁgsor
include a first user, Tn the formof client 200 dient 2 i's, for
exanpl e, a shalike,befr nedt tdtiah amdioe prasesesof far compatarior KOMphting westernasni ng
accounting %?‘ntli?arfe?erctrtogfca: c%um%luggg aévice, that manipulate and/or transform data represented

as physical, such as electronic, quantities into other data similarly represented as

physical quantities.

[00111] In a similar manner, the term "processor" may refer to any device or portion of
a device that processes electronic data, e.g., from registers and/or memory to transform
that electronic data into other electronic data that, e.g., may be stored in registers
and/or memory. A “computer” or a “computing machine” or a "computing platform”

may include one or more processors.

[00112] The methodologies described herein are, in one embodiment, performable by
one or more processors that accept computer-readable (also called machine-readable)
code containing a set of instructions that when executed by one or more of the
processors carry out at least one of the methods described herein. Any processor
capable of executing a set of instructions (sequential or otherwise) that specify actions
to be taken are included. Thus, one example is a typical processing system that
includes one or more processors. Each processor may include one or more of a CPU,
a graphics processing unit, and a programmable DSP unit. The processing system
further may include a memory subsystem including main RAM and/or a static RAM,
and/or ROM. A bus subsystem may be included for communicating between the
components. The processing system further may be a distributed processing system
with processors coupled by a network. If the processing system requires a display,
such a display may be included, e.g., a liquid crystal display (LCD) or a cathode ray

tube (CRT) display. If manual data entry is required, the processing system also



[ 0096] Franewor k 100 defines a user account for client 200, that user
account being configured to be associated with accounting records defined
by cli entw@Q@01vi4811f7r amewor k 100. Franmewor k 100 addi ti on&CIAgoowiotkss access
to a second user in respect of the accounting records defined by client
100. Specifically, this second user is id&ntifiable as an account ant
representative 201 of client 200 (also referred to as an "account ant
user”). To tihd18de@nE, inpitRWe skchl 800 R AMhsieSofanUgsanBREL@inpuf Gkit 3hdnowing
users to access their respective accounting records, and a separate
account ant geybaird, ¥ printaig mtrﬁgdmwhaﬁtagnm@e,aam(;@sfonheThect@nhmﬁmgry
records of User.s wh they ct| el re 097 manner in
whi ch accouﬁltn > 261 rsel%isgggeﬁg e Ml On]é: i ént " ](%(S;)s é)ﬁllcetp %tat]teg O%herwme
enbodi ment s.aldolensOMPass@SeSorage bRMm &Qﬂt aBaNikd@Svel @ nrteqﬁé&&s@@;&w th
information to their accountant, thereby to allow the accountant to

cr eat e/ obt aisAMAE® £iguiafione MYsHFAS apeAdf pyRkwdecelod 3 mewrdikriniedaes t he
account ant d S

associ at ed @gﬁgcﬁﬁgnt8§%§Pﬁﬂgggm%ﬂ£%{ ég'%2@%¥§n¥%£%§%a?ﬁéﬁg%%¥ﬁl100.
For exanpleﬁhmnﬂﬁmsamemmﬂmhenbbkamdemengemwmﬁanEMEMMgi@&(MQndhsimnbuted
via accounti ng serﬁgce provi der flrns and branded such that_each ¢lient

sees brandi fU5nP M-V HRICPTeSRE] e ERT PE TRAUE RGPS BrP celotRtaRt s rm
(that is, clh&pdd RlcfRe REGOURDANhaf Wldh B fePlRSRALED Wi Q&ﬁl&ﬁg &
branding to clients of another accounting firm although underlying
functional i tseesalrstepsi mo archiaggéeljch dlmammsnmphed(anmse spexifisdly sed¢dectle an
accountant prj.or repar,t .s sjagn,for a fi e-sub ion Vi ew,
oot onai 'y ShISeisn @b PR J 5b 8 ke Ghr e al gr B o SHIHER 85 i
account ant  Zfiall§, &ﬁﬁﬁQh@R@QA%h&Br%Mmﬁmme%QQemQ@HHnﬁg@m%ﬁh&nﬂﬁnﬁ@%9$§:the
client's accounting data %see | ines 210 and 211). In sone cases this is
able to occ@prr@tlmlswetﬁ@ou hys thermmmrwwé the rpreeayeoTestp @PRISiNIte compupser
interface preepgﬁ 49 engcgeuntg&% eadgblero that presented to the
client. In $oie &nbo §' SHts £ COURt ant™ s ¥ &e8tricted to view ng the
accountlng records defined by the cI|ent whereas i n other enbodi nents the
account anP0}13] apFerthesmaise |afC§?Hﬁ)HE?§ée’<}déE]6 rcaeler InpediHE SRV REP O Wekigemhin i s
provi ded “‘th:hgﬁﬁﬁﬁ#ér&M dlfy a user's records, there is preferably a
mechani sm for 1 denti f%ng modi |cat|ons to the user, for exanple via a
change 0099]In sone cases franmework

/h cess or the like.
100 .nc{*ﬁééwi iﬁdﬂ %PVF %83%1% PecBRIARUE PIFRSIET WeEHe fha SepdaloRe and

accountant (£6¢ge |dr NRay? 1@ )conﬁé&tede)é%&waﬂieﬂ No AR 578Lds N TBRSAAERDrked
facility. This allows the clienf and accountant to dISCUSS vari ous aspects

of the clienepoymentotirt onagonmoarprspesamd/rmy TEpUe tlrstlgecraemt}e@f a servaspect of

th ds. At t f t Kk th
appl | cat i on of" SN SRy 450k ReBBORETng? &b e SR PR esont s

di stinct adyaat aggestrivitddeidiok elifo@ahi. NTRY 0fié 08 Hhdrd GERIARN may form a
rel ationshi ps. For exanple, the accountant is able to review a nessage, and

| ook direct Ipyrsaﬂaltq@elp@tqrém) sltd@,letdi(ﬁta wgtcrl:ew @I Basa Rersmaémmlvasslmant t he

ISiO]Ic(Ee\)Aér elgr (ﬁgB\%)r él?ﬁa t%%%ﬁg d Sy app W9 23hetR6 r?(at%upe?, 18:‘111t(pr%r1cf)ge,

any machine capable of executing a set of instructions (sequential or otherwise) that

specify actions to be taken by that machine.

[00115] Note that while diagrams only show a single processor and a single memory
that carries the computer-readable code, those in the art will understand that many of
the components described above are included, but not explicitly shown or described in
order not to obscure the inventive aspect. For example, while only a single machine is

illustrated, the term "machine" shall also be taken to include any collection of



[00100] In sone cases the messaging facility allows either the accountant
or client to identify a particular aspect of the accounting records, and
provi de awoespagsilvo the other party (e.g. fromclient POTa&IROUWNWIZIB Vice
versa), wherein the nessage is inherentlé i ndi cative of the identified
aspect. For exanple, the client can seleé? a particular report or entry,
and select an option to contact the accountant. The accountant receives a
nmessage, WhigRhhep e iiktisidhAly2o P8 Gely Hxsalt@disBO ot Rtk 8BNST fePRtbnolo
entry. [00101] FIG 2 additionally illustrates a government agency 202,
such as a t agdpianppnd eemeie of ke npthedolpgiesidiseusseselipreibove, framework 100 is
configured to allow direct subm ssion of data to a receiving authority,
such as goyErNMeThusganenbelden?st eattovithe meldds d2scrided h@einGh irethe f&@0oOr
accountant 201 are able to submt reports to the governnent agency on
behal f of t ReCUPRUsHtepdable FATHgis MedRINYAYHTYING R, seEOF IRSKAAPONS; edcd FRRPURRY
generate a r , i i t he
Paport be chianay TR ARRAE 4R drifire SRR TR (R T MO Ll
of the clienhat afOPHOZ] whs sahavairdngeheme ThhS, asfwitlrrevapplech®f hysthosnskilled ed t o
engage in comunications wth _governnment agency 202. There are various

pur poses of 8 HhatormbreiiRgsts Ghdhe RietS?PtslBYFé‘%B%iIP@/ H%gegpﬁleﬁ 3 @rPREPdLY ow.
[00103] In S a8ARed] mgﬁciaﬁ'ﬁﬁfp%% é;gﬁrzﬁ‘@s{ W& pa{rg'ﬁs%héheﬂta @ﬁg_p?&% Wy ant
is optional. For exanple, in one enbodinent framework 100 provides a Torm
of adverti sispgemopr acommtantslablrdcatitremedivoh esgr vicoeppteo\pirdgne), pradesteby

they can offer to revie ccounti ng.records and/or r rts, f.or subm ssion
for ol ent s WSiCREPPIRSHERIBPE TO0T MESRBL ARG eyuREN: IBTRIE CRerhi BHPE 00%04] As
not ed, net hegsnandidsnghd ORa! éiéc@t%d%@iedﬁﬁﬁ&eﬁ%&!s%r%%s%r’fﬁé ﬁf&@is@ﬁioby way

of a server, as illustrated in FIG 3. In overview, a web server 302
provi des a WEgressoreofimpdenson a mrthed. wheror¢inglyf aspects of Heqeesspdingsntionendar t i es

b f cl]j i nal 04. i . i f 03
oy, o U 1) B ol R ASr BRSO RRGEH, il R

enbodi nent s entvobimteitt be hh kesbedinfeatr Seorini@@Npufteas, MBPAhardw&lré ubects.
telephones,&ganing consol es, and other Internet enabled devices. 17
[00105] Ser yaFthgmmre.ntheupreseny ipyehEies 983y 505 beuisradoft eprHehBIRgyN 1p8ul%e 306
and a conmmunj 1 .oNns. | r 307, .S ) i - mpdem
Et her net po? ¢ @\t/l\}e?e? ré)gggngeéf\%gg { glgr %I, %gﬁk??‘%l I%;Q)%Arbltﬂ% E‘%(g}g%%gﬁ%ﬂﬁ@ %Eryét er
enbodi ment s cdinpliter-betdable peswunecede ambodiskth. thEoedexanpl e, in one enbodi nent
server 302 includes a plurality of distributed servers having respective
storage, [9hOGESSTRY seidacOMY AR BN $ah&RAEA G SrecBEEP LY e HtheorR0fa a

i ncl udes software instructions 308, which are executable on processor 305.

[ 00106] Ser werw@B2iniesfacoolied. t Yhaledteadyage BEdjunwh$ chown inhas esasplary

provi des the functionality of the.conceptual, databasg mpdul di scussed in
the  cont ext SBIPCRIRET 10 begt 18l PROLBI G I REIE S Nn™T AR dee et
includes a wehgdd £sindle@ndBirMor WalepIE SnedsN@U. ta Bt & Aaeibitell @aGBYR!
substantial ly any source of information accessible over the |Internet or
anot her commndfor assosintedrrachasr Jnd(ssiisks) dbatwwine thoanno pr WOANety O instibetewser
app! i cat i on Nl NG, AfcAnchi, 8t LeLIT, Bk o SRTRIIRIHLIER Bar 8 MERRI te 1S
a source of i nfornmailon Nade avall abl e Py "a server and accessi bl e ‘over the
I nternet by off swelbgbe@ogiy @pplrydgtd @0 of URTLOG M ToBexkutdt by eneronalore dhe
web- browser application downl oads code, such as HTM. code, fromthe server
This code i $heR@sesatBdtthitcanls thhenGebMeFOROEsssDi tp MEITRIM apY ORRPIHIRER f or
providing a gr i 0, i I repr gﬁgi ite
on the cIieﬁ?tﬁggﬁgﬁgO%%%? §;§Ed?g%ﬁ£%ﬁéh¥ﬁﬁ03£§%§§gp |g§$f%%fh§%user of
the client tfemmn, nakludigalilue ta@ haifedate bei-welktilcamekdid)r eolghileutmeds; | ends web

ages provided by the website, apd access. various functjonalities that are
Br gvi dgd. transmission media. Non—voﬂgle me‘c?hsa 1ncﬁ1des, fsor exampie, optical, magnet?c

disks, and magneto-optical disks. Volatile media includes dynamic memory, such as
main memory. Transmission media includes coaxial cables, copper wire and fiber
optics, including the wires that comprise a bus subsystem. Transmission media also

may also take the form of acoustic or light waves, such as those generated during radio



[ 00108] Al t hough sonme enbodi ments nmake use of a website/browser-based

i npl ementation, in other enbodi nents proprietary software nethods are

i mpl ementwo 2ap/m@ni1dl t ernati ve. For exanple, in such enbedirmanos/moiizent
termnals 304 maintain software instructions for a conputer program product
that essentially provides access to a poflal via which franework 100 is
accessed (for instance via an i Phone app or the like). [00109] In general
terns, each yfemndaihfidRd ddglcbf8RinkaRbRC TSP bxatifle CAMPALAA "tATRr MRARILY"
nodul e 313 and a conmuni cations interface 312, such as an internet

connect i on, shaltaegordnglerbeetakgiotor inckuded. diut por be limited e Jolitestatvmenroyiepmul e
313 incl udeg sgflvar s,  ASLIMGILONS 3y il Ane cxgeul 3Bl s, onhdrggessor
311. These ‘TEPS6f thaar'e ing}ructlo a}lomﬂPé?nlna 4™ 1’0" eXEctt e

sof twar e apprdm@hicdRBignal€dte@sbl@ b Maktedrl proedsfiri c¥atnk @i nddre WedtebJodNsRY
application and thereby render on-screen a user interface and al |l ow

communi cat i GEPTRENHNS é@r \érof Jogructipnss thisevhemexscrigd e iraplPBaRt # drethask @ ent i on,
vi ewi ng and i nkLstratdon - of i | . t i

communt cati SAAIPRHEhERAR £ g DEObS Barin ARk R el BHELR: by o1 5 ess
speci fi cal | ynspaicessoodhihe wns ey mase @ppas@ntnd repmstitingf the kawif igtrdetdossi ons,
it is appreciated that throughout the specification discussions utilizing
terms sughofAR]" PIAFASR MHerstodiORRULE RE §p?ﬁﬁhﬁﬁ§ﬁk&&&a§a&ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ%@hﬁg&a

anal yzing” or the li ke, refer to the agtlon and/ or processes of a conputer
or conputi ngmbpdineant by i pppraprigt eproresndc (@oppasebsegs) delviac processatg (ie.,
mani pul ate and/ or trapnsform data represented as i cal uch.as

el ectroni o, A PEER RLORh BRI IR PR AR 68t THER L Brpeeca
quantities. 1f Qdldkso! Pe aundkRidogr tHIRNAE invdi@nt &' Abt MRS P ranyNBMtic@her to
any device or portion of a device that processes electronic data, e.g.,
from regi st empleaiasagion 9g pragyanpingrtegiviawemnd mat the iagentionineaydeet implevaentest her

el ectronic data th a.., st.or i i £ dsar. . ry., A
Ccomputer- o8 aheriBid Mg SRR b T AR BRI e
one or nore Teowessdnhsis 1d@0iliedd thenyrphtiodial @gb@smaeSE ldngasbeher epdraaie, in
one enbodi nent, perfornable by one or nore processors that accept
conput er - r ed¥¥PMe (al so cal | ed nmachi ne-readabl e) code containing a set of
instructions that when executed by one or nore of the processors carry out
at | east ongxgivpPhaRYeEREPOR TGFNERAGIORTAVD.SHBYISSIORIIETHeAPSb! e of
executing a set of instructions (sequential or otherw se) that specify
actions t[60b&]t akKn 4 end HEG R dlusThigsexemplure xamplhiter insplameytpd cedthqeisdeessi ng
systemthat includes one or. nore processors C rLocessor . i pcl ude one
of “hore of - ot AEmel pheByd aRNTa 00nd BIDRS TSR websn U
The processiapgestsian dnly, tana rthatayarhdvedrk d® 0 aniEPD Eyn &y &t gifformcdithdl B8 mai n
RAM and/or a staticﬁgkﬁgyand/or ROM A bus sﬁﬁsystéﬁ#hay bgﬂgncluded for
commruni cat i Mgtibet theeh angier alippaisenetiodsTreng piot BE Pringiplpy s tiawiheimemethepmy be
a distri but i t A r . | f
fhe processingREaLt BaitP gy 7 S8 Tl bR AAr S kR FEIELERC WP BB R e

e. g., a |liquhsharsiedordiloplfay eXdnGl) viaroallgabkedappliaytibndpe (CRT) di spl ay.

I f manual data entry is required, the processing systemalso 19 includes
an i nput inG € r o) LGHl 1 as a
keyboard}ggﬁ%@infﬁﬁgmgg%gggFgJ%ggggdéggﬁaﬁgkgﬂﬁgﬂg%{kgﬁg&g%h?o?P qﬁ%ﬁg term
menory unit bdsckuddepresaitng prdcess velretfyr omet heleaontrepdrt gpe bt msenexphd citly

stated ot herw se, al so engpqgasses a s Ia e s¥5h§n1such qi a disk drive
unit. The prdTe¥lche KPR 1% ok 2XYRPIGTPEE o S SRS SRRYIgEaS £ WSty
out put deViﬁﬁ@m@@Qt@sHE&MQ &n&@&ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ?ﬁ@%&&ﬁ?ﬁ\%ﬂﬁe%%Hﬁk%ﬂ§QG§M§%§H&&$US

includes a conputer-readable carrier nediumthat carries conputer-readable
code (e.g., thafa siatnwyy deasllindifogsidny@ingof parietlauepprdns appyoachinge Branfigdesri ng,

when executed by one. or nore processors, on f. more of. the th

foscr i bed- ndy e WEvdle AR F AR RER IS SR Rr (RS Rl St fag

e.g., severak r&u@p8in Aast@ilideri ng of such elenents is inplied, unless
specifically stated. The software nmay reside in the hard disk, or may al so
resi de, te rat i it D0y : . Wthin the
br ocesson it ngr b ZbnfielodRR SRR { oM MDA EUREL R Blin b0,
and the prodassiosn elesmsec’onslectian ef £ oepout §pe.r dddabp@tiogrengiae derdmnings clar ryi ng
conput er -readabl e code. [00113] Furthernore, a conputer-readable carrier
medium may form or be included in a conputer program product.



[00114] In alternative enbodi nents, the one or nore processors operate as a
st andal one device or may be connected, e.g., networked to other
processorwerpizmsa’net wor ked depl oynent, the one or nor @CpraaResa013 may
operate in the capacity of a server or a user machine in server-user
network environment, or as a peer machi né2in a peer-topeer or distributed
networ k environnent. The one or nore processors nmay forma personal

conput er (PGoeivAng atth6fityP 408 15:88d bRRItRXor(baliBhf 1R tF6F sPRPbrtRIndi thekiser.

Assi stant (PDA), a cellular tel ephone, a web appliance, a network router,
switch or brihggeeceigingamythemiyhinay heagetbimeingd basesc gni thg taps et whoitngthetrct i ons
(sequenti al Qt.herwi.se) that  specify actiaons.to be, taken by, that chi ne.
[o0115]  Not gt FareTE s RRPnEP BRIt AREIck) AR RRECaT I R SR TE
menory that igadrce &séd6n aBEPuti@ictiogaidabhieh ahél @sert s fed, Mpakti@ 12yt radvaht
understand that many of the conponents described above are included, but
not expl i ci tYherashampwverk Wode implepentad agrgesa panbar of gpisdisiiendhe i nventi ve
aspect. For exanple, while only a single machine is illustrated, the term
"machi ne'T0612l | Bhoiobd HladkedN4 @preneitsid@ramrys toludapt prornidafg to2Be e hiinges
that individually or jointly _execute a set (or multiple sets) of )

i nstruct i ondut “éé‘i‘ F%Pﬁ%tgﬂ&%&{@a&lm HeFenbio theseireieh s tgp%égsa%@ds‘@éh

herein. [ Oojtﬂeﬁllse}-.]t‘ 13y eLNEp1EMRRAHIR HeRE r@%fe'gti&; a bherled Rods desctdibes

herein is in the formof ‘a conputer-readable carrier nediumcarrying a set
of i nstruct irepist type.gor,datn thetnguidcbe predde am-tikatrepat.f Ghis expartitularhy orevane or
nore processors, e.g., one of Nnbre .processors that are part of b server
ar r angenent A0 FRESTEiCes Mot de AVEBERR) Arkpduedidodl v eha e
enbodi ment s s@bull R@NRAIEIRAK bAVEBEhADHIMRYRCL IR Bilt dSpRiNEpERHs. ahhe
apparatus such as a special purpose apparatus, an apparatus such as a data
processi ng syeitiergensified te dhrpigeairvingemdoite usiag the govesernenth isswed ID kgydwsidut er
program produc, The er-re Li Lum: i es, C

r eadabl e cog)g fitranr%?vtvﬁflkﬁlgﬁg(%élgtg agfgﬁg{s%kz‘ﬁulgltatlﬁ% E&F ﬁ%ﬁéﬁ%@écﬁ %%raggstt%{ne or
nor e processeosme@se rédef ep TROEHS QécedMindi e At 803.0 i npl enent a net hod.
Accordi ngly, aspects of the present invention may take the formof a

met hod, ir : ' t n i [.ment or
- embodIRER o oRlerBRUAWBNP BRATLIRR e aRRe S hELBIn FRNER S0 P BTG
present i nveeare@ntatioy of akerdebieed arfornadtionan rai modifieble fornfe. dior eaamplkptitier
program product on a conputer-readabl e storage di um car&yi g .

conput er - r eAHRIBIEIHPBIPRMIUE BAEORIE PHUERE Yr%iﬁsu%‘PP]f?ﬁio 70 Y561 t var
may further alﬁﬁlo}i'fﬁ\';\%ﬁbﬁilﬁﬂinocrorﬁlﬁﬁﬁioYle\giﬂ?‘égjﬁl_s@blg%Yiﬁt"s Kwhich Ray 8L W dified
interface device. ile the carrier nmediumis shown in an exenplary

enbodi nent thy the chersiongkeoumgahiuand/drheluee pradiated bised omatiiauertrasted dlam ke t aken

to include a,single nedi um or | t] pl dia (e, a.centralized o
di st 11 but ed CHSPEDASEITHITSPTdidBs SRR ChY FRmraR T R0k ¢ D5 YN TAD T e ¢ he
one or nore cﬁ@ﬁtsor%cduﬁi%n_f)u@Tréx@é\ﬁ/mo'ﬁﬁl@ thfeitesEihtidrest the fHcbiRrEd ﬁl!f'@drﬁati@h.so be
taken to include any nediumthat is capable of storing, encoding or

carrying oY OfiphfSINEHNoBP |or EXSSHLGAN BY. NG PToMREELOTW AR e
processors and t BY" cHPse' T he' one OF fore processors to perForn1any ohe or
more of the remtiadoibagif@stiohaltbhak@0gsedltiddsivevidingio thd readivihg huthediyuxaray
take many forns, including but not limted to, non-volatile nedia, volatile
nmedi a, and tREFRE S B apRigved raNseieRiation. i thachedy submiE ruUgRTt of dhe eleatgst e,
opti cal , TgegH Gl S sy R ANE: R0 LGAL iftbtfition (LAl by ARALR tigc! udes
dynam c nenory, ch as main nenory. Transntssion nedia Inc es coaxi al
cabl es, coppsrdissussed dincthén feive ofiteiebsg, toi anshiedéamgpliahes withegrotdeals foonppdrse a
bus subsystem Transm ssi dia .al so may al so take the formof acoustic
or |ight wavkRMIS§iGERtREa aggg%§€ﬁ§Y@§€Hﬂﬂéﬂfng radio 21 wave and infrared
data communi cations. For exanple, the term"carrier nmediunm shal

accor di ndP§125¢ t bkemmaryi oy iilded apiyediatnd thadyendthed 4@Q alloys famedost & to
menories, a conputer product,. enbodi ed in optical .and nmagnetic di a;

o umm bear FIEVEE boopauas baeisranapes ol SEiuEy A M Sl dotind, o
one or nor e cRLKIE essdficatBAD T BRJeeHRH ton@pa@t SebmRbioh NSkurthefrh@Bsitt dhatld when
executed, inplenent a nmethod; and a transm ssion nmediumin a network

beari ng a prejagieedhasirgpral substissiempiarhpironm witkindraneyeorfrldessopprased tthe one
or nore processors and representing the set of instructions. [00118] It

wi |l be understood that the steps of nethods di scussed are perfornmed in one
enbodi nent by an appropriate processor (or processors) of a processing
(i.e., conputer) system executing instructions (conputer-readabl e code)
stored in storage. It will also be understood that the invention is not
limted to any particular inplenentation or progranm ng technique and that

e o, M. o r



[00119] FIG 4A and FIG 4B illustrate exenplary conputer inplenented

nmet hods for generating and submtting reports via framework 100. It wll be
appr eci atwo 20teaustinese are exenplary only, and that framematuo@@01218y be
configured to performeither or both of these, and/or alternate nethods
using simlar principles. Furthernore, tRése exenplary nethods may be

i npl emented via conputer executable code residing other than in franmework
100 (for exappteeiba de€d @ dxpoRastpsit @rﬂpﬁde%asﬁgé}ﬁﬁz)soft{wg HudttdEubdd that
illustrates a method 400 according to one enbodi ment. Functional block 401
represents dacprbiedbsroghismgtapthoritger sel ects a report type. For instance,
the user selects a report froma list of available reports. In sone

enbodi mende12®] us®ethiod 4I0HHIED 4Bas $ek@nd cepprolvided|adan la@pdative Eiceetvanpl e
where framework 100 recogni zes that a statutory deadline for submtting a

particul ar regorttframevagykrO8e Aichi otbsiasAseeRrogided dipdsadsof ethed 409. o Method

st atenents, : r | LVi:

required in 4 Eglgbrla is%t%‘i%&?é%%clt&&ﬁﬁdgf'&gg?%rg%té lggl%l?ai%g& ﬁase?f %ﬁ@% lzl}g or
bot h of t he ofyimerepbrtingpagine and12 3amilksas stepAO2). eB@icvibmg biuckdBirtpresemys de
determ ned based on the&{%\ge.of report (where different reports are

provi ded t o PIPFePeInERing aedPYRing VLAY IHA PR MSHTE Y (IS EPOLHR AUGSHER-a hEk
based on th%xhﬁ{fﬂes dlecd b9 ;Jafhn\ﬁé%é& RiehiRe tHESRICe QR ﬁ&?fcﬁ%ati@ﬁ‘&éciu%h% Infakkel evant
where framework 100 1s inplenented across a nurrber of jurisdictions).

[ 00122] Functboralonbbibthe 4esiradepipestefips & phreoeppopiiate! wdeéimggpawhpdiyng t o

the receiving authority a re st . for,Lnformation rel evant t he sel ected
report type AueHerrE aProeEoaar Serd s Callisu P h R Rhy Th it
requesting anofivhdrk! BEUIEPOS Makds thREnfoRhAGEHaNIgROrt type, or data that
could be used to pre-fill a report. This is particularly relevant in

ci rcunst htiotead Wher SR8 BiGEShY! 8 e?eli!ﬁshaf)ﬂo%gssi il g&gﬁ’a{ %B}% S e ddQpat 2
report should’contain, based on infornmation su mtted dur ng p It reporting
peri ods. Theatis@sters Frongl et iiskt e Acédunting dhRCRAMIaNgdabit RemewYrkusdNgr, tWire
governnment issued ID key held by framework 100 (being an AUSKEY in_the
present enbdll RwSEse)y imferanation ik dedyailple ity BRANR. PEEWNE T vs6hiq Mput

recei Vi ng D QLo Ao diaridh0OHRlis BUBCH 00RKaDL0f 405 §P1PSEDEiEn &
process including presenting to the user a“representation of tHe recelved

i nf or mat i on reviewediodiptioadilye modified,. drdr appavpd eat thic r €pliies entyatindndearay

i ncl ude a web page j.pcl uding val ues supplied by the receiving authority,
optional I'y AV ROMEAdiHSa R RPN a P LS TAG! ary ‘_PtHeQ%(&ﬁi Eheag b BRI ed by
the client qf8gaRUALANPLrARY/ @ ¥RHES sk e dndased i) a&'tﬁ%ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁt ed
fromthe client's accounting records (as stored by framework 100). This

al | ows a usdéwhichhesiolilaett4®h. accountant) to review nodify the
representation of the received information. [00124] Upon approval of the

r epr esent at Eg?\uftgs @S/;\gg HEpEATUCSBMIEBION SER esentation), functional

bl ock 207 i S providing to the recerving authority data indicative of
t he appr qo@IRsi e pFES.efA aind OFIG. t 3R fibyrateOerabdaiiinentd in€pding DfepoResweliesdred
report type. The_subm ssion is perforned usi ng information provided b

modul e 108, s8¥°HPulised fewppretiabdoeluneirrlbg %I@/@r@mp_@n%ﬁsisméﬁje%i% th
protocol s fahe LaRAlorFHOMRAATIE! SBURA! 6LiRYehbficl F BOYLAGiOR W PLYY ¥

[00125] In summary, it w e appreci at nethod 400 a r amewor k
100 to provithe aharsembodintenpr eilicotsed hexpior t Kal axsn@s, defipuse dnfbodimdnes

receiving authorit and enabl e nodification of these prior to report
b 51 on TegErsal HeRnetnS AL RA<Ert SUOGH SR T Pepoy e ARG bn
occurs fromghdiidhiddsRTBMOER50b0Re RS rAPPRRE %1 & 1083 there being a need to
export a report and use a separate software product to submt that report

to the r ?88 12\@] ngInal()lgfg(\)qrei\x;[, Yserver 500 is configured to perform a method for interfacing
registered users with a government authority server 501 (or, in the case of FIG. 5B, a
plurality of government authority servers 501a-501n). Server 501 is configured to
receive reports via a predetermined government authority submission protocol, such as

a SBR protocol. In overview, one purpose of server 500 is to separate users from



[00126] Method 410 of FIG 4B is in sone cases provided as an alternative
choice to a user of framework 100, and in other cases provided instead of
met hod 4000 2Metaeod 7401 i ncl udes, at 411, the sel ection eCTAWwepmo1278ype
(simlar to step 401), and the calling of the reporting engine at 412
(simlar to step 402). Functional block 443 represents a process including
determ ning required data paraneters for the report in question. For

exanpl e, thesgrchhifePaha Btk sodetdsiRing NBoRE GRS TdfuYe | 3T Qi@ 500 4RO ed to
make a subm ssion o% the desired report type to the appropriate receiving
aut hority i povonplehargtonty Fubmpsionopwitoqos uatplemeBBR)bYs thapuseatesd bBRhesthat
authority. | he .present enbodi nent , dyl e 8 es_this.infor ion
avai bl & OASTHREIREMRRSIRE SRR iy A pulsfal e REP S bub oh B B 4
extracting tiksilitg@iseed 508t@ rqpaiva iedagdhsSoffrh@lfiplehepaisg br Serd&Cwitiniy odat a

mai nt ai ned by framework 103 or, where the necessary information in not

avai | abl e i i RrAFticahienakor el Praglamein the submispiap protoerd). nBr Bdsaagner,

i nformation. L 80 e ft r j i
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revi ew nodi fsomathirgnimappsdtable ibya eomimercidrenbodimerdt (i.6eit dnpeves actddssibility
accountant. Following final approval, the report is submi{ted to the

recei ving adffo YVERCSH PF FIGHIQTE 89 VETCPaeRAB 4BTmsS & (FANECREPORT
SUBM SSI ON' SERWEReP0128] FIG 5A and FIG 5B illustrate enbodi ments
including a report subm ssion server 500. It will be appreciated that

functiongljtj.es and/ or_.co ents discussed in the c ext..of FIG 5A and
Flo se B ST enand ClBRHE anpithe FrBTecenh AP eha iThaPeEBodl ment s
di scussed hebgjufietidiOwitB¥aRB @ita ¥REDRYS 1 $RRAHA TR oS skt 8 MEREs iRylBadsdiseat i ons
of framework 100 and server 500. In one enbodiment all functionalities of
server 500 adentifigateqyy deted thaneky sepllew wowifiqagon xg] a |useipvie r¢speqt, ok i@y 500
is configur o, perf.orm t for.interfacin egi.ster ith a
gover nent . SIS ciBETVE PREA 3Py, Wb " e, E8F BRI ST BN 1) %o
gover nment awdil@inist bcsas \WENspa&lauthiide) bySeveweth&Bly ite atlowf i@ty ed ob@in
receive reports via a predeterm ned governnent authority subm ssion

prot ocol , s¥eRicast EPSHRapFesiged| Addiiopyldy. WataRaseond is i pAyse coes serfigred00 i s
to separate r 1 C g r i t he
nat ure of ségégﬁ 0%8%%?&@9%01&%?%3&2%%\%3? Oo}r}‘?%) {/tﬁghﬁgnhsagﬁghfe%? gtré&%@:@

i npl ement ed aay/of béter setovdr . InTNoerecasdsoustc ommhapgsienh alodelkgesravaydireedylvittat a
technical level (for exaqgle [ %ierns.of an inag%lit of. seve@ 501 to

recei ve a bafch BrCHRE 1 pie’ ?@B 1pgnts g }%"éﬁ%r‘“ WisES M) InGFme 1?“5 Pr&tti cal
level (for %ﬁmsew%.@géea%cbﬁhtfng 1S40 $SVANWRIAL B601dks ubdt ddth So YBRBET |
server 500 takes steps to conver he subm ssion services provided by
server 501 iX0b sonething nore suitable in a commercial environment (i.e.

it inproves accessibility and effectiveness of electronic government report
submi ssi goof3IPM 8&veNSHIUMETudBEE KBE GpIoYE® modhROG3AllovwRE \iesluRlf, dnekidtes a
user managenent nodul e 512, which operates in coQHunctlon with a user data
dat abase 513s¢eito Hplaaglaspectise govanaentTpiusd fIp eyl ey the example af FIG.c4 thon

data, there o] identifi i user i.n_r e f 1,C

particul ar E%P%d%ggggﬂg8F®%$ﬂ%%%%%%%@3SEQﬁm?%ﬁgrgéggg%géﬁégggg%ghgpthe

addi ti onal | yxamplet @ AFSKENiBy @b m&peonitendadbid bd Bahithie. USEes entboeingddys t 0

al l ow users to obtain copies of reports as required. Additionally, database
513 is in soHRPUERYEEN TR Iy E8varBIEROIHEE [Dtksyage Bt raidpuliiplriomaya

rel evant to \ieRar 41890 pet el iR SchRRkASn Witt] %Cgh%a%e afd/ thi]&t BREnABE AaS- I D
sone cases user nanage%ent modul & | nt eract s irectly with users, whereas in
ot her enbodiimicdtsei ¢f thatleryactin swinichembedimewisathe ngosemaehinaisuske iV diegs @such as

12D, beses SCERUD L B T SSLE P S BB SER MR SRt e
plurality ofy,he@ Gheuss é&hlé%ﬁ&gf&&% HPd eAHpIESRR&E in\’&a&ﬁl‘g%iﬂ{@?@eriﬁﬁﬁﬁ%é D

keys. In the exanpl e of his is an AUSKEY nmanagenent nodul e 510,
however it wohVenbendpprewiraved kéyatwhidieawhargsisea phrtidUBKEYIGus bymmdemtans
intended to.be ljm.ting. er, enbodinment s.support alternate forns of
Gover nment - ISEHREH M1 Eirs 0P ST OB iy PRt e Shved e i s B
operat es i n sGBMjsyids oif povts bl bBhAAs PdBa & SdalseMir G0 MFuAh@hidse, ARk @ndbleli £at i ve
of the keys. In some enbodi nents the governnent-issued |ID keys are defined
in the first instance by data on a USB stick, which by design requires the
user to have that USB stick inserted in a conputer when interacting with
server 501 in the conventional manner, or a key which authorizes a
particul ar uni que conputer to interact with server 500. Server 500

mai ntai ns the necessary data thereby to all ow subm ssion of reports on

Y o o N NN



user to submt reports fromsubstantially any conputer w thout special

aut hori zation, as AUSKEY data is centrally stored and managed. This

over comeswoanli46ari ons i n cases where a particul ar hunROTWR1IW0EITES t O
use a comon conputer to submt reports on behalf of a plurality of AUSKEY
hol ders. [00132] Server 500 provides a cPdent-facing report receiving
nodul e for receiving, froma registered user, data for submssion in a
report. In tRE ol it @p&L BIARbERAtiIGT M corPtdr MEitHELE Spcl 8@hSHER 0N,

nodul es, thereby to receive reports fromclients via a plurality of

di fferent ensAUMSENahitasissenThlbssorpdeand maraped] phistoyersomenapapiptionnirer f ace
514 Thi's 1 g.coniigured ignal fEEhYL0G JaNA, 00 SHRMLRRLO MG LeRRkhe from
a plurality Of "proprietary software appﬁlcaEions 550a- 550N Mia an APl That
is, an APl irgpdigfdnredalt bes phyallrp oBAUSKENhédeRAarti es to create custom
proprietary applications to interact wwth server 500. This may be usef ul

for bank | a | L8, W] J.L: i.n- house
preferr egog@?g vva?%%%ppl iicgtgj:dtg)%%.th I Eea‘i}g}@??g%&‘?g%ﬁ%%% }foggétclélgﬁl ’tﬁjg e
nodi fi ed therepisteial adel,autd firenbmission imiatlepaer Vie theSilldstratédd weddarfled, Isedske form

nodul e 506. _Thi.s provi des web- based .interface confjgured to allowclients
560a- 560n t éBPiHquu & t@@%ﬁ?@ﬁﬁ%&%@@#@@ép G AP T BHTLS T RIBFALEY ver

501. Howevelyr gififeft QiR aRdhaHls! angRe fe these electronic forms is
controll ed by nanagers” of server 500, thereby allow ng for inprovenents

above and beyond at. m ght _be ided b hase.responsi bl e for. seyver
501 I some. chscs RS BEBCIHAPLHELIED HhbnLRb & HOCEBIR FoRs BB er
separate from seryequballion # ARBoRZBMa ?_ﬁﬁéﬁ{?fo‘f opridtBy EadeeareAplitions
receiving data froma web-hosted accounting platform such as a platform
based on franmewordR0a-060n Tiaan AR, That ondi ABI sctedined theebpltatllow thirdparsed t o
allow a user to submit a report for |o nt, and that report.i rovi ded
fo server 500 fon® SuneTulbRt PEhinPEsIROTE S iy P2t (56335 TRUY So0

i ncludes a conpl iRNisefuf RA BanRERRT REQS ad¥BEMHR irhd, wWHRUAIRa8Y halStheRrwgur ed
for processing the data for subm ssion in a reggrt (received via interface
505, nodul e 506 dR-hputeaneigaed sofryarersppbdnyions Heg ARE aBowepishtapgligntiossfon
data set conpliant Wt er nt . rif? bmssi on protocol used by
server 501 (or t%g “y%g?%ﬁhgl\%é%tt&%ﬁﬁoe‘xlb &éée}%\?e“r]%h ?sz%‘iéapﬁ?@ln). To this end,
nodul e 514 operates in_conjunction with subm ssion protocol database 515
wi th mai nt ai ns®r 4} exetrBlabley foent madrle hekki nfhidapravidss defabebased dpSriacdat a
set conpliant with & - C - S ' r
e to aceount Forioned B SKALLIAREIGRSo0n BRIBIE T Rn: TeLRELMBRE
nmodul e 514 are prsabinteidnt® savereidar tHewdvat, sisd form nad agamoe offhdsd dedMic The

report subm ssion nodule is configured to, when submtting a given report
subni ssi on data J@§mg ds serfietledoly (rnagais 6f %eéYe\?ePQO’SG)‘fég@Of pWings doici at e
t he subm ssion w; i.n6l i -@éﬁgdt .
regi stered user rnrél Eﬁﬁgﬁgﬁsgg?g%ﬂtdvh%ﬁ {l%ggrgtt%%uhﬁ#ggﬁgn d tggés/eelie?&ﬁs)%)ie%]
Modul e 520 mai nt donsereerdifduelns@ineofaseemodiuls J06rinsluthes asnmments hested @n H00
(or one of servers 50la-501n, rpti onal Ly with respective queues for each
server). This al |%SCFWS?%%??§HW}W%5§Qrbmtted by users in batches (for
exanple via a third party application) even though server 500 is not
configured to acdepiebinschedosutmy msirtus 507 .fer revedinged820raubnvelshosabr t s
in a manner acceptable to the rel vant1 verglmant ?erveé% 15§r§l&erm)re,
this allows for PEFBIIEE PHUGIMREICH ANBIOTPLoAEH o dHame vk 108 Jbptisyan
probl ems/ downt i Mynfihé REEBuNHAL MplAtFYrBl Weldedom. alldW tahhiser BNABMIt 8aEyAE 600
allows for a "submt and forget" approach, whereby an end user does not
have to worry abdedgresnsandribatiapert % prepided tq sereaidOder sibsgqusnbsrbntissddrt o
server 501; rmdultgsSr%?r 5tl%kes on that responsibility (and optionally

provi des a "succesSFul subni ssion" recei pt to the end user when subni ssion
has occurred). Accordingly, end users can submt in their own tinme, wthout
havi ng t d0 3&on§%ffv?re%0qg/,\/ln€hldﬁ%§ sPEPani Rt apncstgovet et Medwde 914 is

CONCLUSI ONS configured for processing the data for submission in a report (received via interface
505, module 506 or interface 507) thereby to define a report submission data set

compliant with a government authority submission protocol used by server 501 (or the



[00136] It will be appreciated that the disclosure above provides various
novel and inventive systens and nethods for managi ng accounting data. It
shoul d bewappreasared that in the above description of exe&mii2ariyo1273

enbodi mrents of the invention, various features of the invention are
sonetimes grouped together in a single eAbodinent, FIG, or description
thereof for the purpose of streamlining the disclosure and aiding in the
under st andi pglePdnt QAE 0PkerNBK S00L-5H 1D, VEY indlsnd] MeR0kl 318 GRRR&E 8 -cotfiinstidret hod
of disclosure, however, is not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention
that the cl avifheshbongsson putogoddaiabass Thorwith ezinipias relasforagoa verkipg/isbedkyng

recit eq In ecf’?}f:ahttoccie thi" a.reﬁpa(itlp §lea s%scoméﬁriﬁ#]v%itf %Hel I‘%YéAV:a] Cr!)t%lcgf ]5%etg‘t|)aesg tS.’lS 18

i nventive aspects Ti1e’i ess than eatures o singl e Toregoi ng

di scl osed enhaiifieeoier tilleus acédi@t ol ahfi®@iodnolid protdeglst he Detail ed Description
are hereby expressly incorporated into this Detailed Description, with each

cl ai m st i 0of, .t a e i f . this |nv
[00137] AU Fhdr npr, SR ThaRgTer SRAAL Sy o R e o ndr 2Py RRPER L ore
but not ot henarhgahentemodule! 20ed The repdresutanivsdi meedde i€ ootignatd onswhén

features of djfferent enbodinents are neant to be within the scope of the

i nvention, SHUP{ERET I YEHCBA sg%ﬁapﬁéﬁtasﬁet&s%%%b@wﬁa@ $¢38cd W2t hose
skilled in tdenantsoche (RXMRESion With MBtd Pl aM8r BlediD ke %Bbéa@éd Biﬂ?he

cl ai mred enbodi nents can be used in any conbination. [0013%] Furt her nore,
sonme of t he regigocidmsertrssppneiblidscthabegot entaninsias datarvett hod or conbi nati on of
elements of a nethod that can be inplenented by a processor of a conputer
syst em oroby3spt hRIodIREDS @hinfadis’ ¥ fieie T2l dfhepdridiet Lidmissldtifo sedvadl500€8SOr

wi th the necessary instructions for carrying out such a nethod or el enent
of a met hod ohgrafsserverfeahis-FUn, eptionpllygvidutespersivaeuners ior cathepasrier).of Thas

met hod. Furt her e I t . ri her el n ara di ment
is an exanpla@&gg? ér %@gﬁssg} g&%&%@g‘?%& uggrg IF%'éH%%l gsn@{nf %ﬁar%ggfv S %reﬂﬁrﬁggg Fyhe

el enment for applcapidh PO @buddsdiydrriP0ashot benfigtvrintol 28ept [HARhS®kubistibas
description provided herein, numerqus specific details are set forth.
However, it (1% Mo SEO SHPMHE R fCNSHD AR iR BHINST dFCepHBlY (9viBA trElsKANeRp veyament
practiced w t ecl-fi i i C . - wn
et hode, st rior chtEREmBREHE ko lEA Kot f B Hely bRbARE Gl Lnc 0Pt
not to obscueeecamprebices/dowminagrvidiout hiser deaeentiphi ofn thi® Ohditer,Skarvdraflly, it
is to be noticed that the term coupl ed, when used in the c|ainms, should not
be i nt er pr ettdaVadona; sybmit A STEeh, APRTRRA. SUFREL AT B%ﬂrﬂ.oeﬂrﬁl@f DaYSTE

"coupl ed” ang\canReeitfng (it @R i§ BudBRIIYIRHINEL 688rvelBY1; Riodiiesho | T
d as synonyns for each

shoul d be under’stood that " these terns are not i ntende
ot her. Thus takeh@nshapespofisibiiey émpgropsienaly moddes € &subcessiup beunisooE wesipte B
should not he |imted tp deyices or syste erein.an qutput of device A
e rect |y e iRKar bBerhm bt s UEFEE: eeh R hod BB SR e S 5
pat h bet weenh@noRuttRkY, withobt Bidn@fo b&Bbceffed Byt peRivRYinREaRe RaVEnHRE! Udi ng
ot her devices or neans. "Coupled” nmay nean that two or nore elenents are
ei ther in disg@exs. physical or electrical contact, or that two or nore 28
el enents are not in direct contact with each other but yet still co-operate
or interact cwNybLeasbNet her. [00141] Thus, while there has been described
what are believed to be the preferred enbodi nents of the invention, those
skill ed i[A0t30¢ afttwili b¢ appeogrhdzehat hat distlhane abdvd pravidrs vaoouf inoatli anks nmay

be made thereto w thout departing. fromthe spirit of the invention, anpd it
'S 1 ntended RGNS SEBrRRoRE BSTAFIEE ASREFY bt s & SPPAD ¢ he
scope of thepdinyemt iBBve GRLcrPRERE eexeﬁghéqf' QLA NN YEhARNRIA &alBEE! Y

representative of procedures that may be used. Functionality may be added

or del eted ffeaswics oé the aelentipagranemetndesopeuatd trpsthenyn hesingle emaliednged. anong
functi onal ? cks., St eps ?l#ef added or del eted.t.o nethods descri bed
Within the g 5 Sr c%iTes‘ianfng ﬁ%ﬁé tfof e{hu(rp%slg'o% streamlining the dlsaosure and al%mg
in the understanding of one or more of the various inventive aspects. This method of
disclosure, however, is not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention that the claimed

invention requires more features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as



29 THE CLAI M5 DEFI NI NG THE | NVENTI ON ARE AS FOLLOAS: 1. A system for

managi ng accounting data, the systemincluding: a user portal,

accessi blwoteo12zp4piiaral ity of users via the Internet, thecusdaropdm12B bei ng
configured to allow each user to maintain a respective set of accounting
data, the accounting data being hosted a€7a central |ocation; an
accountant portal, accessible to a plurality of accountant users via the

Internet, thg &AW BRImPRITad iRehiite §Patt JriBdedsanal hiPVeRuBl YL single
account ant user to access the accounting records one or nore users

respect i vel yoregpingsesiosed pypbedimenacEivynthastaims érllowing therlagiaited I3esbriptedi on
modul e that 15 h(e:r%%{ﬁ' ‘é&%sgiét BesyBmdy ldn%% ik TG W Qhoiib§ PRk SeIE 8Lt ed
based on the accounti g ta o respective users O one Oor nore recelving

aut hori ti es,stanimpeinritstdven ghat @phdteseodithed off thic wphticince Wi th data
subm ssi on protocol requirenents associated with the receiving authority to

whi ch th 1 S i X : : : I r ing a
Bl ur al § ¢3 2R o kit 3 B qrabi ks TRRASETRR TREIE LR (5 AL T
a gi ven one otiertfhetutes éndudeainm ather @nbodilments eganbinstidng of Sfeatnresad Wiffere st

configured to, en subm tting data .indicative of a generated report,
ass0ci at o t KEAGHEENHAHECRERYAS B n (1B §FPevltt e R PhAAerRalBFeihe 1 D

key for the uspHiRaRELs MdbuhR éncﬁ?s_@&}dﬂ;;j gsdatifed &hE SRO Ty Ep?anlﬂﬁéelﬁ the- A
system according to ¢laim1 including a@ report subm ssion know edge nodul e,

whi ch i s corbilgungdlaims,rmy of diercldeed eimbddio@nisan bt uaedinangicpmpingfion.
subm ttable reports, and data subm ssion protocol requirenents associ ated

with the (D@33 Vi PatiRbRY, isbietdT thBiettboligent £ RRY destiSbddOhd€inSdsbarinidiRd HOr
each of those reports. 3. A systemaccording to claim1l including a report

generati on reopinatiphf elamangs pbagnsikod ghah cys be igphmenteds by agupeassaridfg a
user - sel ect

: . o o Sgene
rodul o 4. %Qrsngpls%{%g %f(stérﬁ o%ﬁ%ﬁ%h%ﬂ&g?n\g’! d Cf}r.r'x}ﬁlglr ﬁg%& fusn%Elgi;ll.s N QW ggge

_ accor claim _ ing a : ion nodul e
for all ow ngvigagb nld&!%!éarfrﬁhstml:@cﬁﬁ far ELHPMALHIWACH) O ViRtiviEstcld i da hidthkay to
t he key managenment nodul e, such that the uploaded |ID keys are centrally
stored on bePERS a graphier ga@yigg out the method or element of a method. Furthermore, an

element described herein of an apparatus embodiment is an example of a means for
carrying out the function performed by the element for the purpose of carrying out the

invention.

[00139] In the description provided herein, numerous specific details are set forth.
However, it is understood that embodiments of the invention may be practiced without
these specific details. In other instances, well-known methods, structures and
techniques have not been shown in detail in order not to obscure an understanding of

this description.

[00140] Similarly, it is to be noticed that the term coupled, when used in the claims,
should not be interpreted as being limited to direct connections only. The terms
"coupled" and "connected," along with their derivatives, may be used. It should be
understood that these terms are not intended as synonyms for each other. Thus, the
scope of the expression a device A coupled to a device B should not be limited to
devices or systems wherein an output of device A is directly connected to an input of
device B. It means that there exists a path between an output of A and an input of B
which may be a path including other devices or means. "Coupled" may mean that two

or more elements are either in direct physical or electrical contact, or that two or more



30 5. A systemaccording to claim11 including an accounting nodul e
configured to allow the users to view, nodify and generate reports in
respect oWVothevmsriespective sets of accounting data vi araTwaletroowser
arrangenment. 6. A systemaccording to claimb5 wherein the accounting nodul e
is configured to be periodically updated28hereby to inplenent a change in
accounting functionality across the plurality of users and account ant
users. 7. ARt dnsctt@nflpivith kath SRl BulydtSeill doSos@Bbl@dnteRict
generate a report for subm ssion via the report subm ssion nodul e and,
prior to subrilsgichethsf. t hat report, provide a request for an accountant
user to review the report and accounti ng data upon which the report is
based. 8.[0fN4yst Ehusacailedine@ has bdeai dasdribaaciviat NG elieeRDES bs UhdTipseerdd
managenment nodul e that is configured to maintain a queue of sets of data

i ndi cati ve &Mbodipatt Pl hej nyeniicduthose slibed dn fher arg it 1eeosmize hadomanatk t he
subm ssi on e : J L : tem
ccor ding t o eqERR: G o SRABR ki Rih, WEkike ST e BTN
confi gured fiovenriegeindiing istabdedftorclambuil ssish oharigas and spditicatiynstaldali @xhirt
subm ssi on dul e, V\gerein the data for fubm's ion in a report is received
froma one dfe &Reuriaftier PVERIAM; QT FEAIp ey gy foanulay sdwin ARVE HBPIMFERt i ons
via an APl. dQesefitadive BFB?&E&H&Q!hQQm Qb@héédmﬁmbﬂ&l&ﬁ%l ﬁﬁny Be %li%e‘%l_rﬁr‘cfe?c@éd"'g

b
report receiving nodul e configured for receiving data for submssion in a
report by t Hem eportlodkubmigssisoandrogeatatipnsimeaye be inteechdageal hmong ubnitewabn in

ot of mat i on kSTl B AR AT BRI A KRS RN For

nmanagi Nng acGpaehd ifgeddha, the nmethod including: providing an interface
for allowing a plurality of users to interact with a web-hosted accounti ng
platform 31 defining, via the web-hosted accounting platform a user

account for a first user, wherein that user account is configured to be
associated wth accounting records defined by the first user via the
web- hosted accounting platform and



provi ding, via the web-hosted accounting platform access to a second user
in respect of the accounting records defined by the first user, wherein the
second uswo20r/a4eanti fi abl e as an account ant represent aPCYawbidoe278i r st
user. 12. A method according to claim 11 wherein providing access to the
second user includes providing the seconduser with the ability to view
and/ or nodify the accounting records defined by the first user. 13. A

met hod according to claim 11l or claim12 wherein the web-hosted accounting
pl at f or mThHE MSDEHEYING { HEoN EENBION AR AP Il® et bet ween the first
user and the second user. 14. A nethod according to claim 13 wherein the
facility for enabling comrunication between the first user and the second
user al |l dws ‘onwtarf farhoeegngeresounang datpt the yysterparciuding:ar aspect of the

accounting records and provid nessage to the other.of the users erein
Che nessage | o h FREPHEL JRUEaei ¥ BBATY KL Shentt firelaepocts T8 Portfet nod
accordi ng t Ge@RoRfie@ed gl addmusbed@hdinthiher \GRchAs i@ df Aokt &g, Rhat f or m
is confi gured to: generate reporting data in response to a user request;

submit the regomtingdatgdemethostgd peeegniiahlgcatithority in response to a user
¢, wher b . . ( . ;
reques ereln aE?o%gEaﬁBﬁ{)%%lg%cgéﬁtﬁ% L bLAMIRTLE Sgc%uh%ﬁ‘lgs%?sr \glggl?ee MAl a

predefi ned protoco e receiving aut ereih the

reporting dah@adcpumaniogiral ecinpicbhfiglatdid nthve atdiwd @towntgousementesssiaied | D
key associated with the first user, wherein the governnent issued ID key is
mai nt ai ned AFCANEBHTGCAIAS|HE QE MOKE BEELESRASHEC]Y GeRIFReN KA BY Kb reePUaREbET ng

platform 16. 4 CONPWiHisiSPhRIRRUES (B IRM dOh SIBRRU 'ﬁ&ﬁéf?%“&ﬂﬂa fat a,
t he net hod i ncl urg?ng: 3%1 provi g?r%g an a{:counstl ng rzrlo lrjl e for al P%WI ng a
user to nai rgeadrated taedd @i thecaooumitingglatecdredpective upgrovo dna@r more paetving

subm ssi on know edge .nodqul.e, . which is configured tq intain data
i ndi cative GFIRUHF N%efet%ﬂt?fdaé%‘éﬁiﬂi’%ﬁﬁénr? ﬁlga[ng? i\ aéPai“i’“Eiﬁb‘?ﬁ Riofshl

protocol requiRARRA S sERMat&PGih Yhe fBOASRE 8RRk Bio which the submission is made;
and

a key management module for storing a plurality of government issued ID keys,

wherein each key is associated with a given one of the users, and wherein the report

submission module is configured to, when submitting data indicative of a generated

report, associate the data indicative of the report with data indicative of the ID key for

the user based on who’s accounting data the report is based.

2. A system according to claim 1 including a report submission knowledge module,
which is configured to maintain data indicative of a plurality of submittable reports,
and data submission protocol requirements associated with the receiving authority to

which the report is to be submitted for each of those reports.

3. A system according to claim 1 including a report generation module that is responsive
to a user command for generating a user-selected report in compliance with the report

submission knowledge module.

4. A system according to claim 1 including a key submission module for allowing each
user to upload a respective government issued ID key to the key management module,

such that the uploaded ID keys are centrally stored on behalf of the users.



providing a report generation nodule that is responsive to a user conmand
for generating a user-selected report in conpliance with the report

subm ssi omoknvd4edge nodul e; provi ding a report submPsSiAanomudud7e t hat
is configured to submt data indicative of the generated report to a

recei ving authority associated with the d8er, wherein the data is subnitted
in conpliance with data subm ssion requirenents maintai ned by the report

subm ssi on kngy@daecdramtig! - cldif 1 AdRdiR©dn a6EAMEhH InddICERTFuAD Whalei n the
report subm ssion nodul e associ ates each report wth a receiving authority,

and each redks viang taichomadifywindhgenepte trpbrtndel refpeet fubair seipeeriysr wtoebl .

18. A netho%ca%%lﬁdh gv&ﬂicgg%q%%irw@%{%h%htfor one or nore the receiving
aut hori ti es,”“the pt e 8 hed dat a su%nlé%lon'protocol is an SBR protocol.

19. A nethod according to any one of clains 16 to 18 wherein the nethod

i ncudes ovi ding a key.subm_.ssiQn dule for allow ng,each user to

donti Ty ta gouEriimeistotie QR RayheriiaheRcqing St B sTelos Onbsul
i's configurgdrib@calW@tiatedafieby ROintA et AbheRdd M%c@cfun&n%@lﬂﬁ:ﬁ@ﬁzﬁﬂ h&B t,
associ ate the data with data indicative of the ID key. 20. A net%od
accordi ng t éhaplyradifeoiofsers| aad pscordtanbukegs-wher ein the nethod i s perforned at
a central server accessible to a plurality of users that each maintain
respective sets of accounting data, and the nethod additionally includes:
provi di ng- a Akeysteipl asaerdingdigl elafrorl wheswi agseashensdbtad toogansiabad wpeedpect i ve

i nt i i ng “RENgokugl BE RSUEh AR dng. FRR FERBRI Rl &6t mrottoou o

i's confi gur gloti@s a W@Bst FoodH dcebigadalke tb ReVieRlthe/Rp6it add gesdekht@diedhtd 8paH t
associate the data wth data indicative of the ID key upl oaded by the user

responsi bl e Yli¢h thegerpahisatedd report. 21. A conputer inpl emented nethod for
managi ng accounting data, the nethod including:

8. A system according to claim 1 including a report submission management module that
is configured to maintain a queue of sets of data indicative of respective individual
reports for submission, and manage the submission of those reports to a government

authority server.

9. A system according to claim 1 including a client-facing report receiving module
configured for receiving data for submission in a report by the report submission
module, wherein the data for submission in a report is received from a one of a

plurality of third party proprietary software applications via an API.

10. A system according to claim 1 including a client-facing report receiving module
configured for receiving data for submission in a report by the report submission
module, wherein the data for submission in a report is received from a web-based

interface that allows users to submit information via web-fillable forms.

11. A computer implemented method for managing accounting data, the method
including:
providing an interface for allowing a plurality of users to interact with a web-

hosted accounting platform;



receiving, froma user, data indicative of a selected report type;
identifying a receiving authority associated with the user; providing to
the receiwOngr2z24stiority a request for information rel evaot/Awotiie1zel ect ed
report type associated with the user; receiving the requested information
fromthe receiving authority; presenting3lo the user a representation of
the received information; allowing the user to review nodify the

representati on gefinfhbevih @REWeBHobtall QEFRhIAN pladBfin, a ubRAcARREAVALirsPlhisdrhe
representation, providing to the receiving authority data indicative of the

approved reprhesuntthati vyl acemély coofiguphite bg asspoated orith hecaatiagtreebrdepor t

type. 22. AJIRtOod ACGOLIN0,;L ef’v'v%;i-ﬁ%s et MOSERLD AN L mation recei ved
fromthe recerving authority s indlcative of a Sre-Flfﬁed report of the

sel ect ed repor toréyigiag, ¥id. thé wet liedageotstinggplhdosh,adddeR 1004 s€dodtlMse? in
i ncludi ng conparing the information received fromthe receiving authority
wi t h accountfsPgetaRftthe aespundre tpgords defingsh by the firg yser ndgreie &y raRd v6T &y one

of claims 214400 e‘%@%ﬁﬁ&&uﬂ{aﬁ%e’}eglee{g&t&?vgtd?‘?hé RGEHLNG authority a request

for information relevant to t ected report type associated with the
user includes providing to the receiving authority data indicative of a

gover nie i I SQGI at-e L . US t di ng
Po any on of Thpibcace BB 3 RNtk br 38 oy e RelFIRG: AERAEE, T2
server accesgsovidiagtBe ae@brdr adelr tvyitldftheuSBiliSy to view and/or modify the accounting

records defined by the first user.

13. A method according to claim 11 or claim 12 wherein the web-hosted accounting
platform includes a facility for enabling communication between the first user and the

second user.

14. A method according to claim 13 wherein the facility for enabling communication
between the first user and the second user allows one of those users to identify a
particular aspect of the accounting records and provide a message to the other of the

users, wherein the message is inherently indicative of the identified aspect.

15. A method according to any preceding claim wherein the web-hosted accounting
platform is configured to:
generate reporting data in response to a user request;
submit the reporting data to a receiving authority in response to a user request,
wherein the reporting data is transmitted in accordance with a predefined protocol
stipulated by the receiving authority, and wherein the reporting data is associated with
data indicative of a government issued ID key associated with the first user, wherein
the government issued ID key is maintained at a central location accessible to the web-

hosted accounting platform.

16. A computer implemented method for managing accounting data, the method

including:



34 26. A conmputer inplenented nethod for submtting reports to a governnent
authority, the nethod including the steps of: provi ding a key upl oad
nodul e f owoabizoasng a plurality of registered users to mpreadoriespssti ve
governnent issued ID keys; providing an I D key repository for maintaining

t he upl oaded keys; provi ding a client3%acing report receiving nodule for
receiving, froma registered user, data for subm ssion in a report;

processi ng t he pdaliding 04n SUEIINSiHE ORodile 3fok eARMing NERBRY td ndphing getr gport
submi ssi on data set coqfllant wth a government authority subm ssion

protocol ;  acprupiihglresgrashe report submi ssion data set so a report

subm ssi on nmana qunt nodul that. I.s ong%ured %qenaintaLn a g%eu f one

PEOMIING & 1EPO subniission Jowledoe Moy v&bhlch is _configured 1o
or nore report ‘'submSsion data sets and manage e supm ssion O ose

reports to angedir darenhdisativeost & Yphaelityest subndslse dapae, \Whd Rlatahenb@ayvesmnent
authority subm ssion protocol; wherein the report subm ssion nodule is
confi gured thotoghapauigEIRntstiPhepch ofthpsprepePsrt subni ssi on data set,

associ ate the S Si,0 i t -2 indi LV I y the
ogi ot ored user TOARE g dntiahih bAdLERE Bpchdte 10 gk Fr LBRRAGE TN
met hod accorgdhergtiigoa abeaaisnie2@d whenreinrcoiipdiandel with tHeaeparg sutepissivn keoweledgang
nodul e includes an interface for receiving data for subm ssion in a report
froma web- accounting platform 28. A nethod according to claim 26

wherein the clientiahgqiBgof SRMiksisEaBUYIENHa TP B uldChudBsitadAed MhgLfigce for
receiving data for submssion in a report froma™plurality of proprietary

sof t war e appifitiagérersed iepoerto ARlecei@dg attheeithedhoaie®d rditn thet e [vatiemai @he

wh inth i.ent-faci t I, Vi odul e incl ud ' f f
Feceiving dded opodtiesh SR nce AEnS: Pohiishn kS pdeSamtiloiars B e Rt
al ows regi stRredhbuafich kR wietd@dodulf.or mation via web-fillable forns.

17. A method according to claim 16 wherein the report submission module associates
each report with a receiving authority, and each receiving authority with a predefined

data submission protocol.

18. A method according to claim 17 wherein, for one or more the receiving authorities, the

predefined data submission protocol is an SBR protocol.

19. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 18 wherein the method incudes
providing a key submission module for allowing each user to identify a government
issued ID key, wherein the report submission module is configured to, when
submitting data indicative of a generated report, associate the data with data indicative

of the ID key.

20. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 18 wherein the method is performed at
a central server accessible to a plurality of users that each maintain respective sets of
accounting data, and the method additionally includes:

providing a key upload module for allowing each user to upload a respective
government issued ID key; and

providing an ID key repository for maintaining the uploaded keys;



30. A nethod according to claim?26 wherein the client-facing report

recei ving nodul e i ncl udes: an interface for receiving data for

subm ssi owoi2n12zp4s8port from a web- hosted accounting pl aPCorAG2011361273 an
interface for receiving data for subm ssion in a report froma plurality of
proprietary software applications via an3APl; and an interface for
receiving data for submssion in a report froma web-based interface that

al l ows regi st eng@rdis@hs rdpgdrS Wbitsid N hydiRt [sOfbntigaradel; fWHehaRbmikiah ata 31. A
conput er systemincluding a web server configured to deliver a web based

interface tdndicgivaradla gepexstedusperts asserisalts; datheridi dnta hdicatise sttheelD key
configured to agé&gr a et hod i%i:ecf%fﬂl'en totegr}éép one of clains 11 to 30. 32.

A conput er su% em |¥|cedl(§?rnr83pémrsn cropro §9or ¢ nofnl'gured to performa nethod

according to any one of clainms 11 to 30. 33. A tangible non-transient
conput er yeadabl e nmedi.um carrying executabl e code that. when execut n one
or More. o Pbpt ot Son SR STeR o AT 18y SRR BuSE LHH"E bt A <ySte t o
performa neidegngccording to any one of claims 11 to 30. 34. A conputer

program product configured for allow ng the performance of a nethod
accordi ng to ar§cedieg,dfong p #baysdata indisave ofybseloktefaichod typsy st em or ot her

subj ect matter i&e%?ﬁﬁé‘%i el a%d?&{& !a%o Sfe%r\{/iﬁle%s‘ﬁﬂs{rh reference to any one
of the enbodi nent's -0 he imvent ion’ it ustrated n the acconpanyi ng
drawi ngs and/ ofpr&xa@inpl tesSthe receiving authority a request for information relevant to the
selected report type associated with the user;
receiving the requested information from the receiving authority;
presenting to the user a representation of the received information;
allowing the user to review/modify the representation of the received information;
and
upon approval of the representation, providing to the receiving authority data

indicative of the approved representation, thereby to submit a report of the selected

report type.

22. A method according to claim 21 wherein the information received from the receiving

authority is indicative of a pre-filled report of the selected report type.

23. A method according to claim 21 or claim 22 including comparing the information

received from the receiving authority with accounting data defined by the user.

24. A method according to any one of claims 21 to 23 wherein providing to the receiving
authority a request for information relevant to the selected report type associated with
the user includes providing to the receiving authority data indicative of a government

issued ID key associated with the user.

25. A method according to any one of claims 21 to 24 wherein the method is performed at

a central server accessible to a plurality of users.
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26. A computer implemented method for submitting reports to a government authority, the

27.

28.

29.

30.

method including the steps of:

providing a key upload module for allowing a plurality of registered users to
upload respective government issued ID keys;

providing an ID key repository for maintaining the uploaded keys;

providing a client-facing report receiving module for receiving, from a registered
user, data for submission in a report;

processing the data for submission in a report thereby to define a report
submission data set compliant with a government authority submission protocol;

providing the report submission data set so a report submission management
module that is configured to maintain a queue of one or more report submission data
sets and manage the submission of those reports to a government authority server in
accordance with the government authority submission protocol;

wherein the report submission module is configured to, when submitting a given
report submission data set, associate the submission with data indicative of the ID key

uploaded by the registered user responsible for that report submission data set.

A method according to claim 26 wherein the client-facing report receiving module
includes an interface for receiving data for submission in a report from a web-hosted

accounting platform.

A method according to claim 26 wherein the client-facing report receiving module
includes an interface for receiving data for submission in a report from a plurality of

proprietary software applications via an API.

A method according to claim 26 wherein the client-facing report receiving module
includes an interface for receiving data for submission in a report from a web-based

interface that allows registered users to submit information via web-fillable forms.

A method according to claim 26 wherein the client-facing report receiving module
includes:
an interface for receiving data for submission in a report from a web-hosted

accounting platform:;
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

35

an interface for receiving data for submission in a report from a plurality of
proprietary software applications via an API; and
an interface for receiving data for submission in a report from a web-based

interface that allows registered users to submit information via web-fillable forms.

A computer system including a web server configured to deliver a web based interface
to a plurality of user terminals, wherein the web server is configured to perform a

method according to any one of claims 11 to 30.

A computer system including a microprocessor configured to perform a method

according to any one of claims 11 to 30.

A tangible non-transient computer readable medium carrying executable code that
when executed on one or more microprocessors of a computer system cause the

computer system to perform a method according to any one of claims 11 to 30.

A computer program product configured for allowing the performance of a method

according to any one of claims 11 to 30.

A method, system or other subject matter substantially as herein described with
reference to any one of the embodiments of the invention illustrated in the

accompanying drawings and/or examples.



