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A VCR incl udes circuiD@y for controlling a cable converter unit, circuitry
‘for detecting the pres%nce of a television signal, and control code
transmission circuitryifor renotely controlling a cable converter unit.
Advant ageousl y, because-the VCR 200 is coupled to the output of the cable
converter unit 210, the VCR can nonitor the_t ision-stgnat-s—receryvad -
fromthe cable converter unit to ensure thamr@@nnands sert- e BHEY tdbPe
converter unit fromthe VCR are executed.f It is herein recognized that
ski‘p list programmed into a VCR may be uged by the VCR to control a c e
box. That is, in response to a cA®STEACT 8i-vea—by—-ttre—VCR™ t he
VCR ‘woul d not change channels itself, but rather controls the cable box to
sel ect the next preferred channel entered in the skip list of . the VCR _In
this node of oper@ABldh, CQNKERIEMARMIT: GONBOkepS YERg., CHAN UP, CHAN DNj of
the VCR renote c _ nal source of signals,
whi |l e the VCR nmechani sm control keys (e.g., PLAY, STOP, RECORD, FAST
FORWARD) control the operation of the VCR It is further recognized that

pover From tne At ¥ib NEBER"ERERRY tabbdt & $BBHaed Tor powering the
| R recenveder unit, circuitry for detectang the presence of a television

signal, and control code transmission circuitry for remotely
coniroliing a cable converter unit. Advantageously, because the VCR
200 is coupled to the output of the cable converter unit "210-, the

- VCR can monitor the television signals received from the cable
converter unit to ensure that commands sent to the cable converter
unit from the VCR are executed. It is herein recognized that a skip
list programmed into a VCR may be used by the VCR to control a
cable box. That is, in response to a channel up command received by

. the VCR, the VCR would not change channels itself, .but rather
controls the cable box to select the next preferred channel entered
in the skip list of the VCR. In this mode of operation, the channel
tuning keys (e.g., CHAN UP, CHAN DN) of the VCR remote control are
used to control an external source of signals, while the VCR

. mechanism control keys (e.g., PLAY, STOP, RECORD, FAST FORWARD)
control the operation of the VCR. It is further recognized that those
portions of the VCR concerned with channel tuning should receive
power from the standby power supply (SB) normally provided for
powering the IR receiver.
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