
A VCR includes circuitry for controlling a cable converter unit, circuitry
for detecting the presence of a television signal, and control code
transmission circuitry for remotely controlling a cable converter unit.
Advantageously, because the VCR 200 is coupled to the output of the cable
converter unit 210, the VCR can monitor the television signals received
from the cable converter unit to ensure that commands sent to the cable
converter unit from the VCR are executed. It is herein recognized that a
skip list programmed into a VCR may be used by the VCR to control a cable
box. That is, in response to a channel up command received by the VCR, the
VCR would not change channels itself, but rather controls the cable box to
select the next preferred channel entered in the skip list of the VCR. In
this mode of operation, the channel tuning keys (e.g., CHAN UP, CHAN DN) of
the VCR remote control are used to control an external source of signals,
while the VCR mechanism control keys (e.g., PLAY, STOP, RECORD, FAST
FORWARD) control the operation of the VCR. It is further recognized that
those portions of the VCR concerned with channel tuning should receive
power from the standby power supply (SB) normally provided for powering the
IR receiver.    


