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101 A STATION (STA) SENSES A CURRENT CHANNEL BEFORE SENDING A
FIRST NETWORK PROBE REQUEST MESSAGE TO AN ACCESS POINT

102

THE STA DELAYS SENDING THE FIRST NETWORK PROBE REQUEST

MESSAGE WHEN THE STA RECEIVES ON THE CURRENT CHANNEL A
SECOND NETWORK PROBE REQUEST MESSAGE SENT BY ANOTHER

STA

(57) Abstract: Disclosed are a method and a station (STA) for discovering a wireless network. The method comprises: an STA sens -
ing a current channel before sending a first network probe request message to an access point; and the STA delaying sending the first
network probe request message when the STA receives on the current channel a second network probe request message sent by an-
other STA. Embodiments of the present invention can reduce, in a wireless network discovering stage, a large number of network
probe request messages sent by the STA due to network discovery, and reduce probe response messages generated due to the net -
work probe request messages at the same time, thereby improving the channel use etficiency.
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