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What is Claimed: 

1. A system, comprising: 

a flow channel, 

the flow channel having an inlet, and 

the flow channel defining a flow path for fluid communicated therethrough; 

a first optical train comprising a first illumination source and a first detection module,  

the first detection module being disposed so as to receive a signal related to 

illumination of a first region of the flow channel by the first illumination source, the 

first region being located at a first distance from the inlet of the flow channel; 

a second optical train comprising a second illumination source and a second detection 

module, 

the second detection module being disposed so as to receive a signal related to 

illumination of a second region of the flow channel by the second illumination source, 

the second region being located at a second distance from the inlet of the flow 

channel,  

the second distance being greater from the first distance, and  

wherein the first region of the flow channel defines a first cross-sectional area, 

wherein the second region of the flow channel defines a second cross-sectional area, 

and wherein the first and second cross-sectional areas differ from one another in area, 

in shape, or in both area and shape. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the first and second cross-sectional areas differ from 

one another in area and the ratio of the first cross-sectional area to the second cross-

sectional area is from 100:1 to 1:100, excluding 1:1. 
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3. The system of any of claims 1-2, wherein the flow channel defines a major axis, and 

wherein at least one of the first and second illumination sources is configured to 

provide illumination essentially parallel to the major axis of the flow channel. 

4. The system of any of claims 1-3, wherein the flow path is at least partially nonlinear.   

5. The system of any of claims 1-4, further comprising a particle separator in fluid 

communication with the flow channel, wherein the separator is configured to divert 

particles based upon particle size, particle shape, particle mass, a signal associated 

with one or more particles, or any combination thereof.   

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the separator is configured to divert particles within 

the flow channel based upon the signal associated with one or more particles. 

7. The system of any of claims 5-6, wherein the system is configured to collect one or 

more images of separated particles. 

8. The system of any of claims 1-7, wherein at least one of the first or second detection 

modules comprises a plurality of detectors. 

9. The system of any of claims 1-8, further comprising a light reflector, a light splitter, 

or both in optical communication with at least one detection module. 

10. The system of any of claims 1-9, wherein one or both of the first or second optical 

trains is configured to effect imaging at two or more planes within the flow channel.   

11. The system of claim 10, wherein one or both of the first or second optical trains is 

configured to collect an image at two or more focal planes. 

12. The system of any of claims 10-11, wherein at least one of the first or second optical 

trains is configured to focus illumination at two or more planes.  

13. The system of any of claims 1-10, wherein the first optical train is configured such 

that an illumination axis from the first illumination source is offset by an angle from 

the first detection module, wherein the second optical train is configured such that an 
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illumination axis from the second illumination source is offset by an angle from the 

second detection module, or both.   

14. The system of any of claims 1-13, wherein the first illumination source, the second 

illumination source, or both comprises a laser, a lamp, a light-emitting diode, or any 

combination thereof. 

15. The system of any of claims 1-14, wherein the first detection module, the second 

detection module, or both comprises a photomultiplier tube, an avalanche photodiode, 

a camera, a silicon photomultiplier, or any combination thereof.   

16. The system of any of claim 5 or 6, wherein the system is configured such that (a) 

operation of the second optical train, (b) operation of the separator, or both (a) and 

(b), are related to a signal collected by the first optical train. 

17. The system of any of claims 1-16, comprising a field module, wherein the field 

module comprises a source of magnetic field, an electric field, an acoustic field, or 

any combination thereof. 

18. A system, comprising: 

a flow channel, 

the flow channel having an inlet, and 

the flow channel defining a flow path for fluid communicated therethrough; 

a first optical train comprising a first illumination source and a first detection module,  

the first detection module being disposed so as to receive a signal related to 

illumination of a first region of the flow channel by the first illumination source, the 

first region being located at a first distance from the inlet of the flow channel; 

a second optical train comprising a second illumination source and a second detection 

module, 
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the second detection module being disposed so as to receive a signal related to 

illumination of a second region of the flow channel by the second illumination source, 

the second region being located at a second distance from the inlet of the flow 

channel,  

the second distance being greater from the first distance, and 

wherein (i) the system comprises a conduit entering the flow channel between the 

inlet of the flow channel and the first region of the flow channel, (ii) the system 

comprises a conduit entering the flow channel between the first region and the second 

region of the flow channel, or both (i) and (ii). 

19. A system, comprising: 

a flow channel, 

the flow channel having an inlet, and 

the flow channel defining a flow path for fluid communicated therethrough; 

a first optical train comprising a first illumination source and a first detection module,  

the first detection module being disposed so as to receive a signal related to 

illumination of a first region of the flow channel by the first illumination source, the 

first region being located at a first distance from the inlet of the flow channel; 

a second optical train comprising a second illumination source and a second detection 

module, 

the second detection module being disposed so as to receive a signal related to 

illumination of a second region of the flow channel by the second illumination source, 

the second region being located at a second distance from the inlet of the flow 

channel,  

the second distance being greater from the first distance, and 
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wherein the system comprises a flowrate modulator configured to modulate a velocity 

of a particle in the flow path. 

20. A system, comprising: 

a flow channel, 

the flow channel having an inlet, and 

the flow channel defining a flow path for fluid communicated therethrough; 

a first optical train comprising a first illumination source and a first detection module,  

the first detection module being disposed so as to receive a signal related to 

illumination of a first region of the flow channel by the first illumination source, the 

first region being located at a first distance from the inlet of the flow channel; 

a second optical train comprising a second illumination source and a second detection 

module, 

the second detection module being disposed so as to receive a signal related to 

illumination of a second region of the flow channel by the second illumination source, 

the second region being located at a second distance from the inlet of the flow 

channel,  

the second distance being greater from the first distance, and 

the system further comprising a field module,  

the field module being configured to increase or reduce a field at a region of the flow 

channel so as to move at least some particles in a flow in the flow channel and 

sensitive to the field from a velocity streamline S0 of particle velocity within the flow 

in the flow channel to a velocity streamline S1 of particle velocity within the flow in 

the flow channel, wherein the particle velocity at S0 during system operation differs 

from the particle velocity at S1, between the first and second regions of the flow 

channel. 


