




















































































































WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A respiratory mask comprising: 

a frame portion configured to support a seal, wherein the seal is configured to 

form a substantially airtight seal with a user's face; and 

	

5 	 a conduit connector comprising a ball joint end; 

wherein the frame portion defines an opening configured to receive the ball joint 

end of the conduit connector, the frame portion comprising a conduit connector removal 

notch configured to provide a leverage point for removal of the conduit connector; 

wherein the conduit connector comprises a portion configured to be received in 

	

10 	the conduit connector removal notch to facilitate removal of the conduit connector from 

the frame portion. 

2. The respiratory mask of Claim 1, wherein the ball joint includes an end surface, 

the end surface comprising a tapered chamfer that defines an angle relative to a remainder of the 

end surface. 

	

15 	3. 	The respiratory mask of Claim 1 or 2, wherein the opening is defined by an insert 

of the frame portion. 

4. The respiratory mask of any one of Claims 1-3, wherein the conduit connector is 

an elbow. 

5. The respiratory mask of Claim 3, wherein the conduit connector is an elbow and 

	

20 	wherein the ball joint is configured to provide a substantially freely rotating connection between 

the elbow and the insert. 

6. The respiratory mask of Claim 4 or 5, wherein the ball joint is connected to an 

elbow body via a cylindrical cuff and a lip. 

7. The respiratory mask of Claim 6, wherein the lip comprises an edge that is formed 

	

25 	by a surface extending perpendicularly from the cylindrical cuff. 

8. The respiratory mask of Claim 7, wherein the lip is at an upper portion of the 

elbow body. 

9. The respiratory mask of any one of Claims 6-8, wherein the lip is configured to be 

received in the conduit connector removal notch to facilitate removal of the conduit connector 

	

30 	from the frame portion. 

10. The respiratory mask of any one of Claims 4-9, wherein the ball joint comprises a 

rear edge, the rear edge being angled along a truncation axis, the rear edge being angled toward 

the lower portion of the elbow. 
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11. The respiratory mask of Claim 10, wherein the ball joint comprises a ball 

truncated along the truncation axis. 

12. The respiratory mask of Claim 10 or 11, wherein the rear edge of the ball joint is 

angled such that a length of an upper edge of the ball or ball joint is greater than a length of a 

	

5 	lower edge of the ball or ball joint. 

13. The respiratory mask of any one of Claims 1-12, wherein the conduit connector is 

removable from the opening when oriented to a predetermined position. 

14. The respiratory mask of any one of Claims 4-13, wherein the conduit connector 

further comprises a swivel connection positioned at the opposite end of the elbow relative to the 

	

10 	ball joint. 

15. The respiratory mask of any one of Claims 1-14, wherein the frame portion 

comprises a cushion module that supports the seal and a headgear connector portion configured 

to be connected to a headgear. 

16. The respiratory mask of any one of Claims 1-15, wherein the frame portion further 

	

15 	comprises a male forehead piece connector configured to connect to a separate forehead piece, 

which provides for a connection to a headgear. 
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