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(57) Abstract

Disclosed are individualized, crosslinked fibers, and processes for making such fibers, and absorbent structures containing the fibers.
The individualized, crosslinked fibers have a polymeric polyacrylic acid crosslinking agent reacted with the fibers in the form of intrafiber
crosslink bonds. Preferably, the crosslinking agent is a copolymer of acrylic acid and maleic acid and preferably, between about 1.0 weight
% and about 10.0 weight % of the crosslinking agent reacts with the individualized fibers to form the intrafiber crosslink bonds. The
individualized, crosslinked fibers are useful in a variety of absorbent structure applications. The absorbent structures may also contain
hydrogel-forming material. .




hydrogel -form ng materi al .

FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY

Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international
applications under the PCT. : '
AT Austria GB United Kingdom MR Mauritania
AU Australia GE Georgia MW Malawi
BB Barbados GN Guinea NE Niger
BE Belgium GR Greece NL Netherlands
BF Burkina Faso HU Hungary NO Norway
BG Bulgaria IE Ireland N2 New Zealand
BJ Benin IT Ttaly PL Poland
BR Brazil JP Japan PT Portugal
BY Belarus KE Kenya RO Romania
CA - Canada KG Kyrgystan RU Russian Federation
CF Central African Republic KP Democratic People’s Republic Sudan
CG Congo of Korea SE Sweden
CH Switzerland KR Republic of Korea sI Slovenia
CI Cdte d’Ivoire KZ Kazakhstan SK Slovakia
CM Cameroon LI Liechtenstein SN Senegal
CN China LK Sri Lanka ™ Chad
cs Czechoslovakia LU Luxembourg TG Togo
Ccz Czech Republic Lv Latvia T Tajikistan
DE Germany MC Monaco T Trinidad and Tobago
DK Denmark MD Republic of Moldova UA Ukraine
ES Spain MG Madagascar us United States of America
FI Finland ML Mali vz Uzbekistan
FR France MN Mongolia Viet Nam
GA Gabon

€
<)
el
()
D
~J
(]
i

S
-




