
A nitrile compound or an amide compound is hydrolyzed in the presence of an
inorganic acid or other acidic catalyst or an alkali metal hydroxide or
other basic catalyst, and the by-produced ammonium salt of the acidic
catalyst or the produced salt of a carboxylic acid and a base is
electrodialysed to form an acid and ammonia or aqueous ammonia, or to form
a base and ammonia. The obtained acid or base may be recycled as a catalyst
for the hydrolysis of the nitrile compound or amide compound, and the
obtained ammonia is reutilized as a nitrogen source for the nitrile
compound or amide comound. Such amide compound may be produced by hydration
of a nitrile compound in the presence of a manganese oxide.    


