A nitrile conmpound or an am de conpound is hydrolyzed in the presence of an
I norganic acid or other acidic catalyst or an al kali netal hydroxide or

ot 'ker ~basi ¢ catal yst, and the by-produced anmoni um salt of the acidic

catal yst or the produced salt of a carboxylic acid and a base is

el ectrodi al ysed to forman acid and amoni a or aqueous anmonia, or to form
a base and ammoni a. The obtained acid or base nay be recycled as a catal yst

for the hydrolysis of tigcpid Fok PrOOUPNENE @keaxdLde gappound, and the
obtained ammonia is reutilized as a nitrogen source for the nitrile

conpound or am de conmound. ABSTRACT deF CORPODDSCheSURE produced by hydration
of a nitrile conpound in the presence of a manganese oxi de.
A nitrile compound or an amide compound is
hydrolyzed in the presence of an inorganic acid or other
5 acidic catalyst or an alkali metal hydroxide or other
basic catalyst, and the by-produced ammonium salt of the
acidic catalyst or the produced salt of a carboxylic
acid and a base is electrodialysed to form an acid and
ammonia or agqueous ammonia, or to form a base and
10 ammonia. The obtained acid or base may be recycled as a
catalyst for the hydrolysis of the nitrile compound or
amide compound, and the obtained ammonia is reutilized
as a nitrogen source for the nitrile compound or amide
comound. Such amide compound may be produced by
15 hydration of a nitrile compound in the presence of a

manganese oxide.
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