
This invention relates to absorbent tampons. More particularly, the
invention relates to an improved absorbent tampon having improved leakage
perfonnance. Tampons, having a primary absorbent member which is
constructed from an absorbent material compressed to a self-sustaining form
and a mass of secondary absorbent material are disclosed. The mass of
secondary absorbent material is preferably located generally proximate the
withdrawal end of the primary absorbent member, and is preferably
substantially non-compress, and preferably of a smaller diameter than the
primary absorbent member. The mass of secondary absorbent material may be
multiple pieces or one piece. The secondary absorbent material may be
attached to the primary absorbent member, the withdrawal cord, or both, or
may be integral with one or both of these members. The withdrawal cord of
the tampon may have absorbent and non-absorbent zones, especially when the
mass of secondary absorbent material is attached to the withdrawal cord.
The mass of secondary absorbent material preferably has a lower total
absorbency than the primary absorbent member. Preferably, the mass of
secondary absorbent material is provided with a driving force to direct
fluid toward the primary absorbent member. A preferred method of making a
tampon of the present invention is also disclosed.    


