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AFTER LUNCHING         (71)   We, BJORN KIRKSATER, a Norway impurities in
the sea water with a result, 45         wegian citizen, of  Nobelsgate 23,
Oslo 2, for example that the toxic substances in         Norway, and
oYSTEIN RASMUSSEN, a Nor-  any anti-fouling are washed out, and
wegian citizen, of Hosleveien  119, 1340  a corrosion process may aready
have begun,       5 Bekkestua, Norway, do hereby declare the  the ships
bottom  being already somewhat       invention, for which  we pray that a
Patent roughened and fouled prior to delivery. The 50         may be
granted to us, and the method by  ship must then be cleaned at an earlier
date         which it is to be performed, to be particu-  than  is
desirable, entailing substantial cost.         larly described in and by
the following State-    The present invention aims to eliminate 10 ment:-
this great disadvantage occurring in present
day construction of ships, which must to a 55          This invention
relates to a method for  great extent be, delivered in a somewhat
temporary protection of ships after launch-  roughened and possibly  fouled
state.          ing and to ships so protected. The invention   In
accordance with  the  invention,  this is      15 is intended  to  give
temporary protection  achieved in that prior to launching (a) the
both against corrosion and fouling and is  final coating intended for
general service is     particularly intended for use during the applied to
the ship's hull, and (b) a cover-         period of construction of the
ship after ing wax layer is applied to the final coating         launching,
when the ship is stationed  at an  on that part of the underwater surface
which     20 outfitting quay.                        is to be protected,
the said wax layer being           Normally in the building of a ship, the
such that it is worn away when the ship 65         ship is first partly
built in a dry dock, after  is put into general service. In accordance
which any necessary protective underwater  with  a further feature of the
invention, a         coating is applied and the ship is launched  paraffin
wax is used.     25 The necessary outfitting of the ship, includ-    The
advantage achieved by means of the         ing installation of the engine
or engines, is method according to the invention is that 70         then
carried out and  the ship dry-docked  when the hull of the ship is
finished, the         once more. The ship is then cleaned and  final
coating intended for normal operations,         the final coating applied,
whereafter the ship  such  as  an anti-fouling coating, can be     30 is
delivered to the shipowner.            applied to leave the underwater
surface           With the ever-increasing size of ships, ready for
delivery. On top of this, a wax 75        problems arise with  regard to
the last dock- layer is applied which protects the final coat-        ing
prior to delivery, since in only a few  ing and covers it, that is to say
conserves it,        places, in the world are there docks large  and the
wax layer gives simultaneously a      35 enough for such ships,bearing in
mind that temporary protection during the outfitting        the dry-dock
where the building of the ship  period. An advantage of a paraffin wax is
80        commenced is probably already in use for  that it gives, without
additives, a certain        the bulding of a new ship. With large ships,
antifouling effect whilst at the same time        the period of outfitting
may be quite con- it obviously also protects against corrosion.     40
siderable, for example from  three to five  At the time of application the
wax has an        months, during which time the ship is  adherence to the
surface sufficient to give 85        stationary at a quay. This means that
the  protection for a considerable period of time.        final coating is,
already subject to action  At the same time the adhesive property of
both by the sea water and by organisms and  the wax ,is such that, during
normal opera-        [Price 25P]        2                            1 336
103      tion of the ship, that is to say when the   WHAT WE CLAM  IS:-
ship sails at a fair speed, the wax layer will   1. A method for
temporarily protecting     wear off gradually. Thus, even after a very   a
ship's hull after launching, characterised     short period of time the wax
layer is worn  in that, prior to launching, (a) the final coat- 40  10 from
the  underwater surface of the ship and  ing intended for general service
is applied     the final coating intended for normal opera-  to the surface
of the hull and (b) a covering     tion is freed for full effect, so that
the  wax layer is applied to the final coating on     underwater surface
can be said to be in  that part of the underwater surface which     "newly
painted" condition on delivery.    is to be protected, said  wax layer
being 45  15  Even if a certain fouling of the wax layer  such that it is
worn any when the ship     occurs during outfitting, this fouling will be
is put into general service.     attached to the wax layer only and will
be    2.  A method as claimed in claim  1, in     worn off together with
the wax layer.    which a paraffin wax is used-for the cover-
Preferably, the wax layer has a thickness  ing layer.
50  20 of about 1 mm. In order to give an even    3. A method as claimed in
claim  1 or     better  protection  during  the  outfitting  claim 2 in
which the wax layer is about     period, the use of the wax, layer may be
1 mm thick.     combined with the protective effect of air  4. A ship which
has had the final coat-     bubbles generated as a curtain of air around
ing on its hull applied  prior, to launch and 55  25 the hull of the ship.
has had that final coating protected during       By means of the
invention,  a temporary  outfitting by the  method claimed in any of
protection of the ship hull is achieved dur-  claims 1 to 3.     ing the
last part of the construction period     by application of' an extra layer,
the said       J. Y. & G. W. JoHNSON,  30 layer  disappearing automatically
when the     ship is in, normal operation, so that no extra
Furnival House,     work is necessary for removal of the tempor-
14-18, High Holborn,     ary protection. It is emphasised that the ad-
London, W.C1V 6DE     vantages of the invention are also applicable   35
after each launching that is to say also on     Chartered Patent Agents,
older ships which have been in dry dock.           Agents for the
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