
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE  METHOD OF USING FEATURE FLAGS TO DETERMINE
COMPATIBILITY BETWEEN BIOS REVISIONS AND INSTALLED HARDWARE DURING FLASH
UPDATE  The present invention provides a BIOS having two sets of flags. The
first set of flags is the build capability flags. The second set of flags
is the boot capability flags. Each of the flags can be stored as a value
through the combination of bits that make up the flags and are stored in,
for example, a register. The one or more values that make up the build
capability flags can be compared to the one or more values that make up the
boot capability flags. The current BIOS is updateable with a BIOS version
that also has a build capability flag and a current boot capability flag.
More specifically, the BIOS is updateable if the replacement build
capability flags enable the booting of an information system having current
build capability. For example, an update of the BIOS will only occur if the
value of the updated build capability flags is greater than or equal to the
value of the current boot capability flags. The comparison ensures that the
features needed for current operation of the information handling system
are present in the updated BIOS, and thus, that the updated BIOS will not
preclude operation of the information handling system as it is currently
configured.  Fig. 1 


