ABSTRACT A validation authority for certificates searches for and
verifies paths and certificate revocation lists periodically, and
classifies the paths into valid paths and invalid paths in accordance with
the results of the validations, so as to register the paths in databases
bef orehand. Besides, in a case where a request for authenticating the
validity of a certificate has been received froman end entity, the
val i dation authority judges the vali diByTBRCThe public key certificate by
checking in which of the valid-path database and the invalid-path database
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