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(57) Abstract: The invention provides an inacti­
vated varicella zoster virus (VZV), and composi­
tions and vaccines comprising said inactivated 
VZV, wherein the infectivity of the VZV is un­
detectable and wherein the inactivated VZV in­
duces an immune response against VZV when 
administered to a patient. In embodiments of the 
compositions described herein, the VZV is inac­
tivated with gamma radiation. The invention 
also provides a method of preparing an inactivat­
ed VZV vaccine, the method comprising gamma 
irradiating a sample comprising a VZV using 
from about 5 kGy to about 50 kGy of gamma ra­
diation. Also provided by the invention herein is 
a method of treatment of or immunization 
against HZ or other disease associated with the 
reactivation of VZV, the method comprising ad­
ministering to a subject a vaccine or pharmaceu­
tical composition comprising a therapeutically 
effective amount of an inactivated VZV and a 
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, wherein the 
VZV is inactivated by gamma irradiation. 
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