LAPTOP COVPUTER HAVI NG | NTEGRATED KEYBOARD, CURSOR

CONTROL DEVI CE AND PALM REST  FI ELD OF THE | NVENTI ON The present
i nvention pertains to the field of conputer systens. Mre particularly, the
present invention relates to a | aptop conputer having an integrated
keyboard, cursor control device and pal3nrest. BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON
Laptop conputers are presently desi gned with a keyboard and a display all

i n one package.agdyedcayde Schegnhed next to the front edge of the

| apt op conputer and the |sp ay 'S usually rotatably hinged to the housing
whi ch contains the keyboard W|th rmst of the hardvvare for the | aptop
conmput er being chi afeala%: s ARD: QIURSOR
include a built-in cursor "|L 8|L D%Yéﬁﬂgm&ﬁ@%par ate fromthe
keyboard but part of the | p.UJ COTTptt ~ the cursor control
device is typically mounted to the left or right of the keyboard (although
an i sopoint cursor control device is often nounted bel ow the spacebar of

t he keyboar d) ,EISAOFTHEINYENEON | s agai n next to the front edge of the

| apt op co ter. T vi.ce l.ows the user to control the
posi tion gPéJa curs%cn)'r%a &Eg%‘gmﬁ%ga %ﬁ' 0 e ’bﬂ%ael"%f’%‘shsy& he"COnmputer. 1t

is often expediricup, th@prgsent tvention dslaRe Ry & Glptodvmpster &y arf or exanpl e,
the user is required to repetitively choose software options displayed on

t he display dP"eWéﬁFdd‘@%thaéd FB’SP'rﬁ?G%'°‘d"&t"5° ARd BAlGrraghi cs format into the
conmput er syst edRdi@Mo 2 egemNPn the conputer's display). One
prior type of a cursor contro device is coomonly referred to as a "nouse"
whi ch is shown in Lapt@ camputeriare piesebly dsigneGwith arkeyizoard andsa smal | hand- hel d

box-Iiked S | e t he uter, systemnby a, cable and

pl aced adj cenqe #\%aﬁﬁ °rl’<ee§/a}§g§gre drhfﬁ(g (é'ér'% H&eﬁlnﬁéﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁdﬁ’éh €d%8r ti on housi ng
a bal | which 'cﬁttfeﬁ@ﬁoﬁ @omm&taﬁxd\mdalsmawbﬁsm?%taaay RbeditosA®Ot h and fl at
surface, which is tygl cal deskt op.” The operation of the nouse thus

requires a fl dwousisgiwdich cgmiama&\e keyhoard, with mest dfdiebrrdware forttihe
laptop computer being contained in the same housing. A few laptop

computers also include a built-in cursor control device, which is separate

15 from the keyboard but part of the laptop computer's housing; the cursor
control device is typically mounted to the left or right of the keyboard
(although an isopoint cursor control device is often mounted below the
spacebar of the keyboard), and the keyboard is again next to the front edge
of the laptop computer. The cursor control device allows the user to control

20 the position of a cursor or pointer on the display screen of the computer. It is
often expeditious to uée a cursor control device where, for example, the user
is required to repetitively choose software options displayed on the display
or may desire to input data in a graphics format into the computer system
(e.g. drawing images on the computer's display).

25 One prior type of a cursor control device is commonly rejerred toasa
"mouse" which is shown in U. S. Pat. No. 4,464,652. Such mouse is a small
hand-held box-like device which is coupled to the computer system by a
cable and placed adjacent to the keyboard. The mouse contains a domed
portion housing a ball which is free to rotate within the dome against a

30 smooth and flat surface, which is typically a desktop. The operation of the

mouse thus requires a flat, smooth surface (next to the keyboard of the
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