An absorbent device having im proved tactile and dryness attributes
created by applying a pattern of hy- drophobic projections extendi ng out-
wardly fromthe body facing sur- face of the absorbent device, the hy-

dr ophobi c projections are adapted to contact.the user and to separate the

s

user fromthe body facing surface of the device thereby defi nigg

plurality of congg nt areag bal mﬁ? ordsBGLhQNs for Mgy
tenporar- ily cm_ ning fluird emana wﬁ%ﬁ?‘%ﬁ?ﬁ% us*éém_ The patterr _
hydr ophobiINTERIAEONAR APPLICATIONPUEIESHELY ORBER THB PATENT €OLBER CAORYRERER iaRer)

the fl uyig —f ﬁ%Ldlll T 6 of—theEabsorbent—devite and T part——T 0
t H . .
propert ;(éél’sAél% lt:w% i%rngsby creating 4 ifﬂ {11) dnterpational Publication Number: "WO"97/00656
? (43) International Publication Date: 9 January 1997 (09.01.97)
l_ ™ | (21) International Application Number: PCI/US96/09074 | (81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BB, BG, BR, BY,
[ CA, CH, CN, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, GB, GE, HU, IL,
! (22) International Filing Date: 4 June 1996 (04.06.96) IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV,
. MD, MG/MX, MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU,
SD, SE,@L SK, TJ, TM, TR, TT, UA, UG, UZ, VN,
(30) Priority Data: ARIPO (KE, LS, MW, SD, SZ, UG), Eurasian patent
08/494,273 23 June 1995 (23.06.95) Us (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European patent
(AT, BE, CH, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU,
MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM,
(71) Applicant: THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY GA, GN, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).
[US/US); One Procter & Gamble Plaza, Cincinnati, OH
45202 (US).
Published
(72) Inventors: AHR, Nicholas, Albert; 3736 Benhill Drive, Cincin- With international search report.

nati, OH 45247 (US). TROMAS, Dennis, Albert; 11634 Mt.
Holly Court, Cincinnati, OH 45240 (US).

(74) Agents: REED, T. David et al; The Procter & Gamble
Company, 5299 Spring Grove Avenue, Cincinnati, OH
45217 (US).

(54) Title: ABSORBENT DEVICE WITH IMPROVED FUNCTIONAL SURFACE
(57) Abstract

10

An absorbent device having im-
proved tactile and dryness attributes
created by applying a pattern of hy-
drophobic projections extending out-
wardly from the body facing sur-
face of the absorbent device, the hy-
drophobic projections are adapted to
contact the user and to separate the
user from the body facing surface of
the device thereby defining a plurality
of containment areas between the pro-
jections for collecting and temporar-
ily containing fluid emanating from
the user. The pattern of hydrophobic
projections improve the dryness char-
acteristics by keeping the fluid away
from the user of the absorbent device
and impart comfort properties to the
® user by creating a soft surface,
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