In a color television systemhaving picture-in-picture (PIP) capability,

apparatus is*provided for automatically nodifying the operation of a beam
curtent limting (BCL) sectidn (41) while-the smakt_prcture REASGOMIT ", . -,
di spl ayed to prevent the visibility of the small cpieture from-being, <, .
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adversely affected. In an enbodiment, a rcontrast BCE contrgl signal [43)r
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i's decoupl ed (55) fromthe cqbdtpsdt §pc&i56_qpi§'@mufe substitute control
signal (61), at |east approxinmating the user responsive contrast control
signal (7,31), is substituted (53) for it in response to a sw tching signal
(FS) which causes tHa saidlopi levisidm systems davem vpidtare-impitiugepi ct ure.
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al so po daespomsidef comrhste controbt sigaal (F31)onis substituted (53) for it in
' response to a switching signal (FS) which causes the small picture to
be inserted within the big picture. However, the BCL section
continues to be responsive to the beam current during the time
interval in which the small picture is displayed so that the BCL
15 contrast control signal accurately represents the contents of the
entire image. In addition, the operation of an automatic contrast
reduction section (47-50) which is responsive to a peak-white
representative video signal is also disabled during the time interval
in which the small picture is displayed. In an alternate embodiment
20 only the opération of the contrast BCL section is ‘disabled, but the
operation of the automatic contrast control is maintained. If desired,
a brightness BCL control signal may also be decoupled from the

brightness section.
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