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(57) Abstract: A method for encoding an image in which an image is en-
coded for each block, including: a context-selection step (S301) in which, for
each of a plurality of sub-blocks respectively including a plurality of coeffi-
cients, the sub-blocks being included in a block to be encoded, which is the
conversion unit, a context for arithmetically encoding a parameter represent-
ing the coefficient to be encoded that is included in the sub-block is selected
from a context set corresponding to the sub-block, on the basis of at least one
reference coefficient located near the coefficient to be encoded; and an arith-
metical encoding step (S302) for arithmetically encoding the parameter rep-
resenting the coefticient to be encoded, using probability information of the
selected context. In the context-selection step, a context is selected from a
context set corresponding to the sum of a value showing the horizontal posi-
tion of a sub-block within a block to be encoded, and a value showing the
vertical position.
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