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(57) Abstract

Tf.le method qomprise§ the successive sieps of: placing a support in an end section of the pipe, heating the pipe in the region of the
end_ section; defor.mmg_ the pipe to produce a socket in the region of the heated end section; the heated end section being supported internally
Whll.c the scck_et is being for{xled; cooling the pipe in the region of the end section, the end section being supported internally during the
cooling operation; and removing the support from the pipe, for the purpose of heating the internally supported end section of the pipe, said
end section first bemg heated until said end section has reached, substantially homogeneously, the glass transition temperature of polyvinyl
chioride and then being further heated until the end section has reached, substantially homogeneously, a temperature near, preferably just
above, the orientation temperature of polyviny! chloride.




