Capstan for fragile cables The capstan (10) for handling
"cabl es (100), conprises a central hub (200) provided wth neans of 5
rotation about an axis D. According to the invention, t he
sai d capstan conprises, at the‘p%?ibhery of the said central hub, a
plurality of centring nodul es (SOO)AEQ?QAgfnpr|S|ng a conveyor belt
(310) di sposed between two parallel” Cylin- ders. The assenbly of
conveyor belts forma drumfor the said capstan and the said drum has

- a Wi nding zone (2) | BhEBESH EOr! £E8GYEe tdSr1de NS (110) of cables.

One of the cylinders OF each centring nodule (300) is coupled to
a drive notor (330) provided for displacing the said 15 conveyor belt in
each direction paralrhel tapsbanax{B0)D dor handlahgticabbést hgd@Entral hub,

and @ devi cechdldea?® Loherar mil'SPARY LRBLIARL OO nblgecll oS

during the wenel roI ronous nanner said drive

nnpor§ r0¢ntopneﬁbputd59paaee Phe conveyor belts in order to main- 20
tain, by the centring-8ihgak. EJ“%EQ'an@hQiohntr¥me sal&Méﬁbéﬁhione of
t he sald capstan drum Application to the general field of
cabl e handl somprisegyq ataﬁﬁ‘%ti’%r%?%u?%ﬁpet feifaf@ntrglomag | e
cabl es plusad ity ref | seénteifgomedyles (300) each comprising a

conveyor belt (310) disposed between two parallel cylin-
10 ders. The assembly of conveyor belts form a drum for the
said capstan and the said drum has a winding zone (Z)
intended to receive the turns (110) of cables. One of
the cylinders of each centring module (300) is coupled to
a drive motor (330) provided for displacing the said
15 conveyor belt in each direction parallel to the axis D of
rotation of the central hub, and a device (410, 420) for
checking the position of the cables during the winding
controls, in a synchronous manner, the said drive motors
in order to displace the conveyor belts in order to main-
20 tain, by the centring effect, the said turns in the
winding zone of the said capstan drum.
Application to the general field of cable handl-
ing, and more particularly the handling of fragile cables
used in marine seismology.
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